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Marguerite A. Koster, MA, MFT 
POSITION TITLE 

Senior Manager 
Evidence-Based Medicine Services Unit 
Kaiser Permanente 
Southern California Permanente Medical Group 

 

EDUCATION/TRAINING   

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION 
 

DEGREE 
 

YEAR FIELD OF STUDY 

University of Southern 
California 

BA 1981 Journalism 
International Relations 

University of Southern 
California 

MA 
 
 
 

MMFT 

1993 
 
 
 

1993 

Sociology  
(Emphasis in Complex Organizations, 

Criminology, Family, Gender) 
 

Clinical Marital and Family Therapy 

 
Professional Positions 
 
1995-Present Senior Manager, Evidence-Based Medicine Services Unit 

Kaiser Permanente - Southern California Permanente Medical Group 
 

Practice Leader (3/05-10/15), Group Leader (1/02-2/05), Team Leader (2/01-
12/01), Senior Consultant (9/98-1/01), Consultant (9/96-8/98), Senior Research 
Analyst (4/95-8/96) 

 
1992-1995  Research Analyst, Budgeting and Reporting Systems Department 

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan 
 
1987-1993 Research Assistant, University of Southern California 

Department of Sociology and Social Science Research Institute 
 
Elected Positions 
 
2011-Present Guidelines International Network, North America  
   Immediate Past Chair (2015-2016) 
   Chair (2014-2015) 
   Chair-Elect (2011-2013) 
 
Committees and Advisory Boards 

 
2015-2016 By Consumers, for Consumers: Building Capacity and Partnerships to Enhance 

Patient-centeredness. PCORI Engagement Award. Consumers United for 
Evidence-based Healthcare (CUE), Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health (Advisory Board Member) 

 
2014-2015 Evidence-Based Guidelines Affecting Policy, Practice and Stakeholders (E-

GAPPS) Conference, New York City, March 2-3, 2015 (Chair, Conference 
Planning Committee) 

 
2014-2015 Integrating Multiple Data Sources for Meta-analysis to Improve Patient-centered 

Outcomes Research (MUDS). Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health. PCORI Grant ME-1303-5785. (Advisory Board Member) 

 



2014-2015 Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) Dissemination and 
Implementation Toolkit. Mathematica Policy Institute. February 2015. 
(Stakeholder Council Member) 

 
2012-2013 Guidelines International Network (G-I-N) Conference, San Francisco, CA. August 

7-10, 2013 (Member, Local Host Committee) 
 

2011-2012 Evidence-Based Guidelines Affecting Policy, Practice and Stakeholders (E-
GAPPS) Conference, New York City, December 10-11, 2012 (Member, 
Conference Planning Committee) 

 
2011-2012 American College of Cardiology Foundation/American Heart Association Task 

Force on Practice Guidelines (Task Force Member) 
 

2009-2011 Institute of Medicine, Committee on Standards for Conducting Systematic 
Reviews of Clinical Effectiveness Research (Committee Member) 

 
2007-2008 The Joint Commission. Osteoporosis Management Technical Advisory Panel 

(Member) 
 

 
Professional Memberships and Affiliations 
 
2011-Present Guidelines International Network, North America (Immediate Past Chair, Chair, 

Chair-Elect) 
2010-Present Guidelines International Network (Organizational Member) 
2010-Present Grading of Recommendations Assessment, Development and Evaluation 

(GRADE) Working Group (Member) 
2008-Present Cochrane (Regular conference attendee since 2008, author as of 2014) 
2008-Present Health Technology Assessment International (Organizational member, HTAi 

Policy Forum) 
 
 
Publications and Presentations  
 
Developing and Sustaining a G-I-N Regional Community: Perspectives from the Australia/New 
Zealand, African, Nordic, and North American Communities. Guidelines International Network 
(G-I-N) Conference. Amsterdam, NE. October 7-10, 2015.  (Panel presentation) 

 
How can we ensure that guideline developers truly engage consumers?  Consumers United for 
Evidence-based Healthcare (CUE), Annual Meeting.  Washington, DC. July 24, 2015.  
(Presentation) 
 
How to make collaborative efforts work--overcoming resource issues and proprietary obstacles. 
Evidence-Based Guidelines Affecting Policy, Practice and Stakeholders (E-GAPPS) 
Conference. New York, NY, March 2-3, 2015. ((Workshop with H. Schunemann, S. Lewis) 
 
Gupta A, Lam J, Custis P, Munz S, Fong D, Koster M. Implantable miniature telescope (IMT) for 
vision loss due to end-stage age-related macular degeneration (Protocol). Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews 2014, Issue 6. Art. No.: CD011140. DOI: 10.1002/14651858.CD011140. 
 
Keeping Your Eye on Tomorrow: Effectively Managing Innovation and Technology – New Medical 
Technology Management. OR Manager Conference.  Long Beach, CA, September 17-29, 2014. 
(Presentation) 

 
Research-Operations Partnerships to Improve Care: Evaluating the Evidence for New Medical 
Technologies.  Institute for Healthcare Improvement, Annual National Forum.  Orlando, FL, 
December 7-10, 2014. (Presentation) 
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Evaluating New Medical Technologies: FDA, Medicare and Private Payers. National Association 
for Medical Direction of Respiratory Care (NAMDRC), 37th Annual Meeting and Educational 
Conference, Sonoma, CA. March 28, 2014.  (Presentation) 
 
Jacobs AK et al.  ACCF/AHA Clinical Practice Guideline Methodology Summit Report. A Report of 
the American College of Cardiology Foundation/American Heart Association Task Force on 
Practice Guidelines. J Am Coll Cardiol. 2013;61(2):213-265. 
 
Reducing Unnecessary Cervical Cancer Screening: Achieving More By Doing Less. 21st Cochrane 
Colloquium. Quebec City, CA. October 19-23, 2013. (Poster presentation) 

 
Adapting and Implementing Guidelines for Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD). 
Guidelines International Network (G-I-N) Conference. San Francisco, CA. August 18-21, 2013. 
(Presentation) 
 
Challenges and Opportunities in Low-Resource Settings: Guideline Development, Adaptation, 
Implementation and Performance Measurement. Guidelines International Network (G-I-N) 
Conference. San Francisco, CA. August 18-21, 2013.  (Panel presentation) 
 
The Role of Rapid Systematic Reviews for Development of Rapid Guidance in Health Care and 
Health Policy Settings. Guidelines International Network (G-I-N) Conference. San Francisco, 
CA. August 18-21, 2013.  (Panel presentation) 
 
How to Use the GRADE “Evidence-to-Recommendations Framework” to Develop Guideline 
Recommendations for Therapeutic Interventions. Guidelines International Network (G-I-N) 
Conference. San Francisco, CA. August 18-21, 2013.  (Workshop with H. Schunemann et al.) 
 
CUE in Partnership: The Guidelines International Network (G-I-N) and G-I-N North America. 
Consumers United for Evidence-based Healthcare, Annual Meeting.  Washington, DC. July 26, 
2013. (Presentation) 
 
Rapid Evidence Reviews for Clinical and Operational Decision Making. Academy Health Annual 
Research Meeting. Baltimore, MD. June 24, 2013. (Panel presentation) 
 
Globalizing evidence, localizing implementation for colorectal cancer screening guidelines. 21st 
Cochrane Colloquium. Auckland, NZ. September 30-October 3, 2012. (Presentation) 
 
How can health care networks develop policy autonomy within an environment shaped by 
external mandates?  Evidence-Based Guidelines Affecting Policy, Practice and Stakeholders 
(E-GAPPS) Conference. New York, NY, December 10-11, 2012. (Panel presentation) 

 
Davino C, Krause L, Koster M, Harris J, Robbins C, Chan W, and Tom, G. Transparency Matters: 
Kaiser Permanente’s National Guideline Program Methodological Processes.  Perm J. 2012 
Winter;16(1):55-62. 
 
Turning Knowledge Into Action: Translating Cochrane Reviews in the Healthcare Setting. 19th 
Cochrane Collaboration Symposium. Madrid, Spain. October 21, 2011. (Presentation) 
 
Committee on Standards for Systematic Reviews of Comparative Effectiveness Research, Institute 
of Medicine.  Finding What Works in Health Care: Standards for Systematic Reviews. Washington, 
DC: The National Academies Press; 2011. 
 
Committee on Standards for Developing Trustworthy Clinical Practice Guidelines. Institute of 
Medicine.  Clinical Practice Guidelines We Can Trust. Washington, DC: The National Academies 
Press; 2011. (Report Reviewer) 
 
Using Externally Developed Clinical Practice Guidelines: Barriers and Opportunities. Institute of 
Medicine, Committee on Standards for Developing Trustworthy Clinical Practice Guidelines. Public 
Workshop. Washington, DC. January 11, 2010. (Presentation) 

                        Page 3 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22529761


 
From Systematic Review to Clinical Practice Guideline: The Kaiser Permanente Perspective. U.S. 
Cochrane Center Stakeholder Summit: Using High-Quality Systematic Reviews to Inform 
Evidence-Based Guidelines.” Washington, DC. June 5, 2009. (Presentation) 
 
Perspectives on Cochrane Reviews from a User in the U.S.  Plenary Session. 16th Cochrane 
Collaboration Symposium. Freiberg, Germany. October 5, 2008. (Plenary Presentation) 
 
Packaging Evidence: Integrating Evidence Into the Care Delivery Process. Canadian Agency for 
Drugs and Technology in Health.  2008 CADTH Invitational Symposium. Edmonton, Alberta. April 
28, 2008. (Presentation) 
 
Emptage NE, Koster MA, Schottinger JE, Petitti DP. Critical Appraisal of Clinical Studies: An 
Example from Computed Tomography Screening for Lung Cancer. The Permanente Journal. 
2007;11(2):81-85. 
 
Technology Assessment at Kaiser Permanente. California Association of Health Plans. 22nd 
Annual Conference.  Palm Desert, CA.  October 16, 2007. (Presentation) 
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