Agenda for the

Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group meeting

São Paulo, Brazil, 
Monday 22 October 2007 (8 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 
and
Thursday 25 October 2007 (11 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

Introductory material
1.
Welcomes, introductions, apologies for absence, and approval of the agenda.

2.
Steering Group members’ declarations of interest [paper].

3.
Introduction from the Co-Chairs.
4.
Chief Executive Officer’s report.

	Goal One: To ensure high quality Cochrane systematic reviews are available across a broad range of healthcare topics



Items for discussion or decision

5.
Progress on projects, including those recently funded through the
Prioritisation and Opportunities Funds [paper].

.1
Register of reports of diagnostic test accuracy [paper - information only].
6.
Development and establishment of an editorial board [paper].


7.
RevMan 5 rollout and implementation strategy [paper]. 

.1
Training in RevMan 5.

.2
Other Collaboration training needs. 
8.
Status report on the development of the IMS [paper].
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9.
Handbook for Systematic Reviews of Interventions [paper].

10.
CENTRAL:

.1
Interim measures [paper].

.2
Moving forward to CISRR [paper].


11.
Changes to the ‘Feedback’ system for Cochrane reviews [paper].

	Goal Two: To promote access to Cochrane reviews and the other products of The Cochrane Collaboration




Items for discussion or decision


12.
Publishing Cochrane products [publishers’ report - commercial-in-confidence]. 

13.
Extension of publishing contract [paper - commercial-in-confidence].

14.
Invitation to join Guidelines International Network (G-I-N) advisory board [paper].
 
	    Goal Three: To ensure an efficient, transparent organisational structure    and management system for The Cochrane Collaboration



Items for discussion or decision
15.
Response to the review of the Steering Group [paper].
(cover page - restricted access)

16.
2008 review of the Collaboration.
17.
Monitoring and Registration Group report [paper - confidential].

18.
Succession planning for Co-ordinating Editors [paper].


19.
Discussion topic(s) for special session in Vellore.

20.
Regular reporting of industry funding of trials [paper]. 

21.
Issues raised at entity meetings during the Colloquium:

.1
Cochrane Review Group issues.
.2
Centre issues.

.3
Methods Group issues.
.4
Field/Network issues.   
22.
Agenda for Annual General Meetings (see also item 29.2) [paper].
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23.
Strategic Plan - Management Plan [separate document – restricted access].

24.
Key performance data [paper].

25.
Declarations of interest for Cochrane Centres [paper]. 

26.
Reports from people with special roles:


.1
The Ombudsmen [paper] 
(Kathie Clark/Peter Langhorne may attend for this item.) 

.2
The Funding Arbiter [paper - confidential]. 

.3
The Publication Arbiters 
(Kay Dickersin/Richard Hughes may attend for this item.) 

27.
The next three Steering Group meetings:

.1
Vellore: 11-13 April 2008. 

.2
Freiburg: 3 and 6 October 2008.


.3
Copenhagen: 24-26 April 2009.

28.
The next three Cochrane Colloquia:

.1
Freiburg: 3-7 October 2008.


.2
Singapore: 4-8 October 2009 [paper].


.3
Keystone, Colorado: 18-22 October 2010.
	Goal Four: To achieve sustainability of The Cochrane Collaboration





Items for discussion or decision


29.
Treasurer’s report:

.1
Expenditure of Cochrane Collaboration core funds [paper]. 

.2
Report and Financial Statements (see also item 22) 
[papers to be circulated separately].

.3
Profit and Loss statements, and cash flow forecast 
[papers – restricted access]. 
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30.
Trading Company Directors’ report [paper; table of key dates]. 

31.
Discretionary Fund expenditure [paper].

Other business, not specific to a particular Goal

32.
Decisions taken at this meeting which might have an impact on environmental sustainability [standing item].
33.
Minutes of the previous meeting in Amsterdam: Matters arising, not already dealt with [paper].

34.
Spreadsheet of Steering Group members’ outstanding action items [paper].
35.
Allocation of funds to specific proposals.

36.
Any other business:

.1
Principles for protecting integrity in the conduct and reporting of clinical trials [paper].


37.
Thanks to the hosts and organisers of the meeting.
Explanation of the ‘Consent’ agenda

The aim of a consent agenda is to free up Steering Group time for important discussions by grouping items together that the Group would normally approve with little comment (e.g. information items and reports on issues that have happened in the past). All items on a consent agenda are considered and approved together. However, questions and answers on any item are permitted before being approved, although members are encouraged to seek answers to their questions before the meeting wherever possible. Any Steering Group member may request additional discussion of any item on the consent agenda. 
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