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1. Purpose

This paper includes a report to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group on the activities of the Cochrane Consumer Network.

2.  Urgency

Low (for information only).
3. Access

Open.
4. Establishment

The CCNet Transitional Executive was established following the mid-year meeting held in Auckland in March 2010.  The first face-to-face meeting of this group was in Split, Croatia in March of 2011.  An election will be held in 2012 to “transition” the group to an established Executive Committee.
5.  Membership
Liz Whamond (Canada, Chair) and Mingming Zhang (China), (consumer representatives on the CCSG), Godwin Aja (Nigeria), Gill Gyte (UK) and Silvana Simi (Italy), plus Catherine McIlwain (Consumer Co-ordinator)
6. Split mid-year meeting

During the Split mid-year meeting, the Transitional Executive met several times.  Items discussed were CCNet objectives, 1-year work plan – current activities; 5-year work plan – future activities; governance plan; revised CCNet remit; revised roles and responsibilities; and revised model.  Members of the Transitional Executive were each assigned areas of responsibility around the work plans.  The governance model has been shared with the Geographic Advisory Board for comment and advice.

7. Work in progress 

Work continues in the areas of training, communications with special attention to consumers without English as a first language, global involvement, consumer integration and consumer support.  The area of training of consumers (led by Gill Gyte) has been especially active. One really important area of work that has been undertaken is the consumer summaries site that is replacing the library on Cochrane.org.
8. Actions taken

Catherine McIlwain remains vital to fulfill our remit and the position is essential to all areas of consumer activity development.

The Monitoring and Registration Group recommended that the Consumer Network remain a field.  CCNet has worked with Fields to develop a revised Monitoring and Registration form that will report on CCNet activities.

9. Recommendations
There are no recommendations at this point, but the CCNet Transactional Executive welcomes feedback from the Steering Group.

10. Thanks
The CCNet Transitional Executive would like to thank the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group formally for funding the Consumer Co-ordinator position. We also acknowledge its support of the CCNet Transitional Executive to allow it to meet face-to-face at least once a year (normally at the yearly Cochrane Colloquium).  
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