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Purpose of paper

This paper sets out briefly the progress made on the CENTRAL interim measures by the Trials Search Co-ordinators’ Executive Group (TSCEG) and its predecessor, the Trials Search Co-ordinators’ Working Group (TSCWG).
Urgency

Low.
Access

Open.
Background

The TSCEG replaced the TSCWG which had been established in April 2007. The TSCEG examines long-term issues around CENTRAL and advises PPG and CCSG on this, the CENTRAL interim measures and other TSC-related issues. 
Membership of the TSCEG
Volunteers were sought via the TSCs’ discussion list and the founding members were Liz Arnold (Airways); Deirdre Beecher (Multiple Sclerosis); Karen Blackhall (Injuries); Rachel Couban (Back); Ruth Foxlee, Co-Convenor (Wounds); Lynn Hampson, Co-Convenor (Pregnancy & Childbirth); Gail Higgins (Renal); Carol Lefebvre (UK Cochrane Centre); Hugh McGuire (DAN) and Elizabeth Pienaar (South African Cochrane Centre).  Hugh McGuire stood down in August 2008.
The TSC User Guide to Managing Specialized Registers and Handsearch Records
The TSC User Guide to Managing Specialized Registers and Handsearch Records has been finalised and is now available in the TSC and handsearching resources section of cochrane.org (http://www.cochrane.org/resources/hsearch.htm) and in the CENTRAL Forum folder on Archie. This guide supersedes the equivalent sections of the archived CENTRAL Management Plan and is designed to be a reference document to help TSCs to standardise register fields and field content.
Training 

Face-to-face training on how to use the new TSC User Guide to Managing Specialized Registers and Handsearch Records was conducted at the 15th Annual Colloquium in São Paulo (Oct 2007), the UK TSCs’ Training Meeting (Nov 2007), the Canadian Cochrane Symposium in Edmonton (Mar 2008) and the Annual Continental European Cochrane Entities' Meeting (CECEM) in Milan (May 2008). A further workshop is planned for the 16th Annual Colloquium in Freiburg (Oct 2008).
Register submissions to CENTRAL  
The interim measures put in place in 2006 for the production of CENTRAL have allowed register submission to resume, but there are several issues which need to be addressed. 
a)  CENTRAL matching procedure

Wiley-Blackwell and the TSCEG are currently dealing with the issue of records submitted for CENTRAL not being published because they are being erroneously identified as duplicates. It is not yet known how widespread the problem is TSCs have been asked to check for discrepancies. These findings will be reported to the PPG at their meeting on September 17, 2008.
b)  The number of Cochrane Review Groups and Fields not submitting their Specialized Registers on a regular basis
The table below details submissions by CRGs & Fields for 2008 Issues 1-4. The potential number of CRG register submissions is 50*, for Fields it is 9*. These figures should be viewed in the context of fluctuating submissions patterns across groups. It will not be the same 16 groups that persistently do not submit registers; indeed there are only 4-5 groups that fall into this category and in most cases this is due to staff changes/shortages.
	ISSUE 1 2008- Number of register submissions (Groups n=50)
	34/50 (68%)

	ISSUE 1 2008- Number of register submissions (Fields n=9)
	4/9

	ISSUE 1 2008 - Total number of register submissions (Groups & Fields n=59)
	38/59 (64%)

	
	

	ISSUE 2 2008- Total number of register submissions (Groups n=50)
	34/50 (68%)

	ISSUE 2 2008- Total number of register submissions (Fields n=9)
	4/9

	ISSUE 2 2008 - Total number of register submissions (Groups & Fields n=59)
	38/59 (64%)

	
	

	ISSUE 3 2008- Number of register submissions (Groups n=50)
	34/50 (68%)

	ISSUE 3 2008- Number of register submissions (Fields n=9)
	3/9

	ISSUE 3 2008 - Total number of register submissions (Groups & Fields n=59)
	37/59 (62%)

	
	

	ISSUE 4 2008- Number of register submissions (Groups n=51*)
	36/51 (70%)

	ISSUE 4 2008- Number of register submissions (Fields n=8*)
	4/8

	ISSUE 3 2008 - Total number of register submissions (Groups & Fields n=59)
	40/59 (67%)


*The Health Promotion and Public Health Field changed status to become the Public Health Review Group
Gail Higgins, as the liaison person between the TSCs and Wiley-Blackwell re submissions during the interim measures, and Carol Lefebvre, TSC support person, continue to liaise with TSCs who are not submitting regularly and report to Ruth Foxlee, who reports on this to the Publishing Policy Group.
c)  Quality control of submissions

There has only been minimal quality control over submissions since the introduction of the interim measures. This role was previously undertaken by the US Cochrane Center.  The project to test the registers before submission identified problems and succeeded in getting the process up and running but there are still a number of quality control issues – e.g. incorrectly formatted citations, problems with filters, inaccurate screening of records, lack of study design in handsearch records and also just the ‘natural slippage’ which is bound to occur in a process as complex and diverse as submission to CENTRAL. 
d)  Role of the liaison person for submissions with Wiley-Blackwell

This position was approved by the Steering Group in 2006. It was seen as a stop-gap between the end of the USCC’s oversight of the production of CENTRAL and the implementation of a long-term solution.  The role (which was to be half-a-day a week) was not clearly defined. The parameters of the job as it has evolved are now listed below:

· Responsible for maintenance of CENTRAL Forum on Archie 

· Maintenance of submission statistics

· Liaison with and assistance to all TSCs with respect to submissions

· Liaison with Wiley-Blackwell on all aspects of submissions including quality control of CENTRAL
A full report detailing all aspects of this role will be prepared by Gail Higgins for the PPG. meeting in September 2008.
RFP for the Cochrane Register of Studies
The TSCEG is currently awaiting feedback from the Information Management System Group (IMSG). We estimate that a final draft of the RFP from the TSCEG, taking into account IMSG feedback, will be delivered to Nick Royle by mid-September, 2008.
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