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Purpose

To provide a brief overview of the progress of the diagnostic test accuracy reviews initiative, and introduce the five papers for the April CCSG meeting.
Progress

The year 2007 involved substantial landmarks for this initiative:

Feb 2007
creation of the Continental Europe Support Unit (CC funded)

Sep 2007
creation of the UK Support Unit (NIHR funded)

Oct 2007
publication of protocols for first reviews in CLIB

Oct 2007
São Paulo – announcement that CRGs can start to register 



DTA review titles


Nov 2007
commencement of training for CRGs and review authors
The two operational Support Units are currently training the first CRGs to express interest in registering titles, and organising further training events for authors and CRGs. Training to CRGs covers the formulation and prioritisation of topics and review questions. No training or support are currently available to CRGs based outside Europe.
The Handbook is gradually being completed and released, and tutorial and support material created. The two operational Support Units are providing methodological support to authors working on the pilot reviews, and in the first CRGs to be trained in the methods.
RevMan5 contains a module to create diagnostic test accuracy reviews. Additional programming work is being undertaken by Support Unit staff to support authors with analyses which need to be undertaken outside RevMan.

During 2008 Wiley will create the processes needed to render RevMan5 files for diagnostic test accuracy protocols and reviews into the format required for publication in the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR).  This will be completed in time for the first reviews to be published in CLIB Issue 4, 2008.  A paper has been provided for the CCSG meeting concerning the status of Plain Language Summaries. The CCSG needs to approve the recommendations of this paper  before the rendering process can be finalised.

The first three pilot reviews have entered the peer review process, and we hope that they will be ready for inclusion in CLIB Issue 4, 2008.  A paper is included outlining the roles and working arrangements of the Editorial Board for Diagnostic Test Accuracy reviews which will co-ordinate the peer review and sign-off of protocols and reviews for issues of methodology.
The database for the Diagnostic Test Accuracy Studies Register and working procedures have been created and tested. The usefulness of the register for CRGs now depends on populating it with studies, and a paper requesting extension of funding to achieve this is included.
Future plans for Support Units

The original plan discussed with the CCSG was for four regional Support Units to be created to provide training and assist CRGs with Cochrane diagnostic test accuracy reviews.

The UK Support Unit is active and funded by the NIHR until September 2012.

The Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) is active and funded by The Cochrane Collaboration until February 2009. Papers are included giving a report of progress and a request for extension of funding.
The Australasian Cochrane Centre has discussed funding for supporting CRGs based in Australasia with the NHMRC.  A proposal needs to be submitted. The plan would involve basing support in Sydney between the Renal CRG and Petra Macaskill (co-convenor of the Screening and Diagnostic Tests Methods Group) in the Department of Public Health and the University of Sydney.

No proposals currently exist for supporting North American based CRGs. We are seeking to identify a suitable Cochrane base from which support can be provided, individuals to provide it, and resources to fund them. Constantine Gatsonis (co-convenor of the Screening and Diagnostic Tests Methods Group) at Brown University has previously offered to provide methodological support if funding can be made available. We look to the CCSG to provide guidance and direction as to how we should proceed.
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