OPEN ACCESS


Report of the Handbook Advisory Group 

to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group

for its meeting in April 2007 


1. How many meetings, and of what type (e.g. face-to-face or by teleconference), has your Advisory Group had since October 2006?  

The whole Advisory Group:
One face-to-face meeting
Two teleconferences

The Co-Convenors:
Three days in person

Five teleconferences (approx.)

Is this what you expected when you set your budget for the year?
Yes.
2. Supply an up-to-date list of the members of your Advisory Group:
Lisa Askie (Author rep)

Chris Cates (
Co-Ed rep)

Mike Clarke (Methodology Review Group)

Jon Deeks (CCSG rep; Statistical MG; Screening & Diagnostic Tests MG)

Matthias Egger (Bias MG)

Davina Ghersi (Prospective Meta-analysis MG)

Donna Gillies (CCSG rep)

Sally Green (Co-Convenor/Co-Editor)

Andrew Herxheimer (NRSMG/Adverse Events sub-group)

Julian Higgins  (Co-Convenor/Co-Editor)

Carol Lefebvre (Information Retrieval MG)

Harriet Maclehose  (QAG Liaison; Style Guide rep)
Philippa Middleton (Methodology Review Group)
Ruth Mitchell  (TSC rep)
David Moher (Bias MG)

Miranda Mugford (Economics MG)

Jane Noyes (Qualitative MG)

Donald Patrick (Patient Reported Outcomes MG)

Deborah Pentesco-Gilbert (Publisher, The Cochrane Library)
Jennie Popay (Qualitative MG)

Barney Reeves (Non-randomised Studies MG)

Holger Schunemann (Application and Recommendations MG) 

Ian Shemilt (Economics MG)

Jonathan Sterne (Bias MG)

Lesley Stewart (IPD MG)

Jessica Thomas (CRG rep)

Jayne Tierney (IPD MG)

Danielle Wheeler (Field rep)

Others

Jane Lane (Admin)

Jacob Riis  (Technical support)

Lucy Sayer (Publisher, Handbook)

Fiona Woods (Publisher, Handbook)

3. Summarise any significant actions taken by your Advisory Group since your last report, and significant actions planned between now and the next meeting of the Steering Group in São Paulo in October 2007.

Continuing work on major Handbook revision; to be completed before October 2007. Drafts received of nine chapters so far.

4. Does your Advisory Group have any questions that you would like the Steering Group to answer?
No.
5. Does your Advisory Group wish to raise any problems, and recommended solutions, which you would like the Steering Group to discuss? 

No.
6. Have you had any problems in keeping within the Group’s approved budget of 7750 GBP for the financial year from April 2006 to March 2007? 
No.
7. What are your budgetary requirements for the period April 2007 to March 2008? Please provide a breakdown if appropriate. (As a reminder, the Steering Group sets the budget for each Advisory Group at its mid-year meeting (i.e. its non-Colloquium meeting.)
Request for 2007/8

	Description of item
	Budgeted cost 2006/7 in Pounds

	Staff costs 
	

	Jane Lane, 0.1 whole time equivalent [HAG/Handbook admin]
	2,500

	Jane Lane, 0.067 whole time equivalent [1 additional day per week for four months to transfer new Handbook to Robohelp]
	1,667

	Non-staff costs
	

	Teleconferences
	  250

	Funds for ensuring up-to-date content for the Handbook
	3,000

	Total required
	7417

	
	

	Underspend
	

	Less underspend for 2006/7
	–2,238

	Total requested
	£5,179
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