OPEN ACCESS


Report of the Information Management System Group 

to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group

for its meeting in April 2007 


1. How many meetings, and of what type (e.g. face-to-face or by teleconference), has your Advisory Group had since October 2006?

IMSG: One face-to-face meeting (January 12 2007).

RevMan Advisory Group (RAG): One face-to-face meeting (January 10 2007).

Editorial Management Advisory Group (EMAG): None (but the Group met face-to-face during the Colloquium in October 2006).

The minutes of IMSG, RAG and EMAG meetings are available (www.cc-ims.net). 

Is this what you expected when you set your budget for the year?

Yes in terms of the number and types of meeting, but with some slight changes to the scheduling.

2. Supply an up-to-date list of the members of your Advisory Group.

Jacqueline Birks (Co-ordinating editor representative - seeking replacement), Dave Booker (Cochrane Collaboration website representative)
Kate Cahill (EMAG convenor)
Mike Clarke (Convenor of IMSG, RAG convenor)
Zbys Fedorowicz (Steering Group representative)
Ruth Foxlee (Steering Group representative)
Julian Higgins (Statistical Methods Group representative)
Pauline Howarth (Wiley representative)
Monica Kjeldstrøm (IMS Director)
Rasmus Moustgaard (Technical Implementation Advisory Group convenor) Elizabeth Pienaar (Developing Countries representative) 
Rob Scholten (Diagnostic Test Working Group representative)

Sherri Sheinfield Gorin (Feedback Management Advisory Group convenor)

3. Summarise any significant actions taken by your Advisory Group since your last report, and significant actions planned between now and the next meeting of the Steering Group in São Paulo in October 2007.

a) Finalised the specification for RevMan 5 and continuing to oversee the progress in preparation for its release during 2007.

b) Highlighted the need for more rapid decision-making within The Cochrane Collaboration in relation to, for example, software (e.g. agreeing which dates should be recorded and where they are displayed) and the display of RevMan 5 Cochrane Reviews in The Cochrane Library. We area pleased that Lorne Becker (as convenor of the PPG) now takes part in the meetings between Wiley and the IMS team to facilitate this.

c) Expanded the membership of RAG.

d) Facilitated participation in our meetings by teleconference.

e) Exploration of use of web conferencing during future meetings if a suitable system becomes available within The Cochrane Collaboration. 
4. Does your Advisory Group have any questions that you would like the Steering Group to answer

No questions.

5. Does your Advisory Group wish to raise any problems, and recommended solutions, which you would like the Steering Group to discuss? 

No problems.

6. Have you had any problems in keeping within the Group’s approved budget of 17,590 GBP for the financial year from April 2006 to March 2007? 

No problems.

7. What are your budgetary requirements for the period April 2007 to March 2008? Please provide a breakdown if appropriate. (As a reminder, the Steering Group sets the budget for each Advisory Group at its mid-year meeting (i.e. its non-Colloquium meeting.)

Total: £23,580. 


This is made up of:

IMSG:  £9280 (Two face-to-face meetings, one teleconference) 

RAG: £10,800 (Three face-to-face meetings, one more than usual)

EMAG: £3500 (Two face-to-face meetings, one teleconference)

TIAG: No budget requested. 
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