OPEN ACCESS


Mid-year meetings of Cochrane Centre Directors, Steering Group 
and Co-ordinating Editors’ Executive

Split, Croatia, 28 March to 1 April 2011
The current status of the CBICC The Croatian Branch of the Italian Cochrane Centre (CBICC) was established in 2008 and has already gathered a considerable group of enthusiasts and strengthened its collaboration with the Italian and Canadian Cochrane Centres. Several Croatian Cochrane collaborators have started preparing their Cochrane systematic reviews. Through different awareness raising activities, the CBICC is becoming more recognizable each day in Croatia and South-Eastern Europe. 
Reasons for the meeting
 In order to meet its many ambitious goals (such as securing funds for temporary scholarships that will enable full-time opportunities for creating systematic reviews, lobbying for nation-wide access to The Cochrane Library, and establishing a Cochrane Review Group in Croatia), the CBICC needs to raise awareness further that The Cochrane Library exists, that it is available to biomedical consortia, and that Croatian healthcare workers can become part of The Cochrane Collaboration. Having the Cochrane mid-year meetings in Split, Croatia, and The Third Croatian Cochrane Symposium immediately after the mid-year meetings, can greatly help in achieving all listed goals and further strengthen the position of the CBICC.
Dates and preliminary content
The planned dates for the mid-year meeting are 28 March to 1 April 2011. Centre Directors’ and Co-ordinating Editors’ Executive meetings will take place during the first two or three days, followed by Steering Group meetings in the second half of the week. The scientific event, i.e. the Third Croatian Cochrane Symposium (CroCoS), will be held on Saturday 2 April 2011, and members of the Steering Group will be invited to join the Symposium. Alternatively, we can offer one full day for social events in the middle of the week, and hold The Third Croatian Symposium on Sunday 3 April.
We plan to organise the Symposium into three sessions:
a) The role of The Cochrane Collaboration in modern medical practice and health care; 
b) Who can benefit from The Cochrane Collaboration and how; 
c) The role of the CBICC in promotion of EBM in the region and how to get involved
All meetings will be held at the School of Medicine in Split, while dinners will be organized in different restaurants serving local specialties. A new hotel from the Radisson Group announced its opening for the beginning of 2010. It is located in the vicinity of the School of Medicine and close to the waterfront. We will try to get a group discount if most participants opt for this hotel. Alternatively, a range of other smaller hotels is available.  

	28 March 2011

Monday
	Centre Directors’ meetings &

Co-ordinating Editors’ Executive meetings
	dinner & socializing



	29 March 2011

Tuesday
	Centre Directors’ meetings &

Co-ordinating Editors’ Executive meetings
	dinner & socializing



	30 March 2011

Wednesday
	a.m. Strategic discussion 
p.m. Social event/relaxation 
	dinner & socializing



	31 March 2011

Thursday
	Steering Group meeting


	dinner & socializing



	01 April 2011

Friday
	Steering Group meeting


	dinner & socializing



	02 April 2011

Saturday
	3rd Croatian Cochrane Symposium 

(CroCoS)
	dinner & socializing
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