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	CURRENT RFP-FUNDED PROJECTS 

	Title of project
	PI
	Budget
	¤
	Principal Cochrane entity and contractual partner
	Date Contract Signed and/or start date

	Proposed end date
	Notes

	OPPORTUNITIES FUND 2007 (20070801)

	Disseminating thousands of previously undiscovered trials
	Clive Adams 
	18,324
	GBP
	Cochrane Schizophrenia Group
	10/09/2008
	c. April 2010 (due to agreed extension)
	Extension granted due to delay in transferring funds

	A portal to breast cancer clinical trials
	Davina Ghersi 
	25,000
	GBP
	University of Sydney, on behalf of the Cochrane Breast Cancer Review Group
	16/04/2009
	April 2010
	 

	Approaches to estimate and present baseline risks: recommendations for Cochrane review Summary of Findings (SoF) tables
	Jill Hayden 
	23,433
	GBP
	Dalhousie University, on behalf of the Cochrane Back Review Group 
	17/12/2008
	End of March 2010
	

	Making Cochrane information accessible to people in Nigeria
	Martin Meremikwu 
	22,375
	GBP
	Nigerian Branch of the South African Cochrane Centre
	12/03/2009
	March 2010
	 

	Continuing development and enhancement of the Cochrane Methodology Register
	Mike Clarke
	21,095
	GBP
	UKCC, on behalf of UKCC and Methodology Review Group
	01/11/08
	End of October 2009
	Final report in preparation. Project completed

	OPPORTUNITIES FUND 2008 (20081708)

	A Course for Cochrane Statisticians Addressing Advances in Meta-Analytical Techniques
	Doug Altman
	16,500
	GBP
	University of Oxford, on behalf of the Statistical Methods Group
	11/11/09
	November 2010
	Course to be held at UK and Ireland Cochrane Contributors’ meeting, 2-3 March 2010

	Evaluation of The Cochrane Collaboration’s Risk of Bias Tool
	Jonathan Sterne
	29,354
	GBP
	University of Bristol, on behalf of the Bias Methods Group
	30/09/09
	December 2010
	 

	Cochrane Training: Developing a Core Collection of Approved Training And Support Materials
	Steve McDonald
	48,997
	AUD
	Monash University, on behalf of the Australasian Cochrane Centre
	02/11/09
	November 2009
	 

	CURRENT CORE-FUNDED PROJECTS (OTHER) 

	DTAS (Australia): Extension Agreement: Register of reports of Diagnostic Test Accuracy Studies
	Jonathan Craig
	77,830
	AUD
	The Cochrane Renal Group
	13/11/2008
	October 2010
	 

	CESU (Europe): Extension Agreement: Continental European Support Unit for Cochrane entities conducting Diagnostic Reviews of Test Accuracy 
	Rob Scholten
	49000 (+ 28,000 surplus)
	EUR
	Academisch Medisch Centrum, on behalf of the Dutch Cochrane Centre
	13/11/2008
	October 2010
	 

	Chinese Randomised Controlled Trials Database
	Mingming Zhang
	50,000
	GBP
	West China Hospital, Sichuan University, on behalf of the Chinese Cochrane Centre
	22/06/2007
	c. October 2009 
	Delay in project due to problems transferring funds to the Chinese Cochrane Centre. Project complete. Final report in preparation

	Development and installation of the Cochrane Register of Studies
	The CRS Project Board
	252,050 + VAT 
	GBP
	The Cochrane Collaboration
	01/01/10
	June 2011
	Ongoing costs (server leasing, maintenance etc) will be in addition to the cost stated here

	Training and capacity building for Summary of Findings (SoF) Tables 
	Holger Schünemann
	20,000
	GBP
	Co-Eds Methods Working Group (contract with McMaster University)
	11/11/09
	February 2011
	 


	RECENTLY COMPLETED RFP-FUNDED PROJECTS

	OPPORTUNITIES FUND 2006 (20061101)

	Developing and evaluating a plain language summary template for Cochrane Reviews
	Claire Glenton
	16,954
	GBP
	Nordic Cochrane Centre (Norwegian Branch)
	01/08/2007
	End May 2009 (following agreed extension)
	

	RGC (now ME) induction and mentoring programme
	Jessica Thomas
	16,100
	GBP
	PaPaS
	19/07/2008
	End of December 2009 (due to agreed extension)
	Unused funds being used to support ongoing ME mentoring programme as agreed by CCSG Exec

	Making Cochrane Reviews more accessible to policy makers
	John Lavis
	23,421
	GBP
	McMaster University, on behalf of EPOC and the Canadian Cochrane Centre
	30/08/2007
	End of March 2008
	Project completed. Report outstanding. Unable to contact John Lavis

	Web-based training for Cochrane review authors
	Phil Wiffen
	17,070
	GBP
	UK Cochrane Centre in collaboration with Portsmouth University
	29/08/2007
	End of April 2009 (following agreed extension)
	

	Analytical methods to guide decisions of whether, and when, to update Cochrane Reviews
	Sally Hopewell
	23,313
	GBP
	UK Cochrane Centre
	24/07/2007
	End of July 2008
	

	OPPORTUNITIES FUND 2007 (20070801)

	Beyond the database search: developing inclusive global registers of studies 
	Alison Weightman 
	8,436
	GBP
	Cardiff University, on behalf of the Cochrane Information Retrieval Methods Group
	15/10/2008
	 October 2009
	

	PRIORITISATION FUND (20061102)

	Piloting and evaluation of a patient-professional partnership approach to prioritising Cochrane Reviews and other research 
	Adrian Grant
	7,530
	GBP
	The University of Aberdeen, on behalf The Cochrane Incontinence Review Group
	25/03/2008 
	End of April 2009 (following agreed extension)  
	

	Prioritisation of Cochrane Reviews for consumers and the public in low and high-income countries as a way of promoting evidence-based healthcare
	Janet Wale (10,000 Euros paid to Gerd Antes for work on project)
	18,100
	USD
	Cochrane Consumer Network
	12/09/2007
	End of September 2008
	

	Using practice guidelines to determine review priorities: a pilot project
	Kay Dickersin
	67,207
	USD
	Johns Hopkins University, on behalf of the US Cochrane Centre
	12/10/2007
	October 2009 (following agreed extension)
	 

	Prioritizing Cochrane Review topics to reduce the know-do gap in low and middle income countries 
	Peter Tugwell
	17,194
	GBP
	The University of Ottawa, on behalf of the Cochrane Health Equity Field
	19/07/2007
	May 2009 (following agreed extension)
	

	Delivering on priorities: developing and implementing effective collaboration between a CRG and a Cochrane Field
	Rajan Madhok (Helen Handoll)
	19,500
	GBP
	The University of Manchester, on behalf of BJMT
	03/09/2007
	End of October 2009 (following agreed extension)
	

	RECENTLY COMPLETED CORE-FUNDED PROJECTS (OTHER) 

	Interim funding to establish the Cochrane Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) Group in Porte Alegre, Brazil
	Mauro Ramos
	43,900
	USD
	Centro de Estudos de AIDS do Rio Grande do Sul (CEARGS) on behalf of the Cochrane STD Group, Brazil
	20/05/2008
	19/05/2009
	Group deregistered. Final instalment not paid and returned to Cash Flow Forecast

	Translation of Cochrane systematic reviews into Spanish
	Xavier Bonfill
	60,000
	EUR
	Iberoamerican Cochrane Centre
	06/02/2008
	05/02/2010
	


NOTABLE UPDATES
FINAL REPORTS RECEIVED SINCE LAST UPDATE, SINGAPORE, 2009:
· Alison Weightman, Opportunities Fund
· Kay Dickersin, Prioritisation Fund

· Helen Handoll (Rajan Madhok), Prioritisation Fund

· Xavier Bonfill, Translation of Cochrane systematic reviews into Spanish
2010 ROUND OF THE OPPORTUNITIES FUND: 
· Request for proposals (RFP) released: 18 December 2009
· Deadline for proposals: 26 February 2010

· Proposals recommended for funding submitted at this meeting (refer to paper in your agenda packs)
The improvements to the application process recommended by Donna Gillies at the Singapore meeting, which were approved by the CCSG at that meeting and refined at subsequent Exec teleconferences, were incorporated into the 2010 RFP and the servicing arrangements for Opportunities Fund Committee. Most notably, an application form was created, principally to standardise applications and to ensure applicants have the permission of their entities to apply (www.cochrane.org > A-Z Index > P > Project Application Form); and the majority of members of the Opportunities Fund Committee were chosen from outside the Steering Group by the entity executives: 
· Chair: Donna Gillies 

· Business oversight: Nick Royle

· CEU: David Tovey 
· Consumer: Silvana Simi

· Co-Ed: Geraldine Macdonald

· Fields/Branches representative: Susan Wieland

· ME: Nicole Skoetz

· Methods representative: Ian Shemilt

· TSC: Samantha Roberts

 THE FINAL REPORT FORM:
As agreed at the Singapore meeting, CCSG members commented on the format and content of the Final Report Form and amendments were made as suggested. A copy of the form is available on request.
THE PRIORITISATION FUND:

At the Colloquium in Singapore, a special session was conducted to examine the success of the Prioritisation Fund projects in the context of the strategic objectives of the Fund, and to explore the lessons to be learned for guiding future prioritisation efforts across the Collaboration. Chaired by Lisa Bero and David Tovey, the session included presentations by representatives from each of the projects and was themed around the issues identified in the strategic session at the CCSG’s 2006 mid-year meeting in Khon Kaen: whose priorities should Cochrane reviews address? What are the risks and benefits of prioritisation? Should we be using a ‘top-down’ or ‘bottom-up’ approach to prioritising reviews?

An article on the session was submitted to Cochrane News in November 2009, in which David commented: “What came across most strongly for me was the need for prioritisation to be a process that involves different groups of people working together, whether they are outside the Collaboration - as with patient groups or guidelines groups - or inside, as with fields and review groups. Otherwise the perspective is too narrow.”
Lisa also summarised her views: “I think we have learned that it would be difficult for The Cochrane Collaboration to have a single, top-down prioritisation scheme.  The projects showed us that different approaches can be used to identify priorities for different groups of people.  Although some of the approaches worked more smoothly than others, they were all relatively successful in identifying topics for high priority reviews.  However, the question of “whose priorities?” remains.  So, I think we have to encourage different prioritisation approaches and for the Collaboration as a whole to become more responsive in producing priority reviews for specific groups. The development of the special relationship between the Collaboration and the World Health Organization is a good example of how this can be achieved.
Lisa went on to say that: “One of the interesting new questions to come from the prioritisation session was whether reviews that have been produced as a result of a prioritisation process have more impact than non-prioritised reviews. We assume that priority reviews will be read, cited and will influence practice and policy, but we haven't actually measured that yet.”
The issues identified during the session, and the results of the projects themselves, are being taken forward in an article series, which is being coordinated by Mona Nasser, principal researcher on Peter Tugwell’s Prioritisation Fund project. Although this series will be published externally, there is a possibility that it could be used as a proto-type for themed articles series to be published in The Cochrane Library. 
COCHRANE.ORG

The re-launch of cochrane.org is scheduled for mid-March 2010 and will represent a significant improvement in the management of the website’s content, which will make better access to the results and reports of projects possible. I will be working on this between the Auckland and Keystone meetings.

Lucie Jones

Cochrane Collaboration Secretariat

19 February 2010
