OPEN ACCESS


Report of the Quality Advisory Group 

to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group

for its meeting in October 2006 


1. How many meetings, and of what type (e.g. face-to-face or by teleconference), has your Advisory Group had since October 2005?  

We had a group meeting at the 2005 Colloquium and small group teleconferences to discuss specific issues.
 

Is this what you expected when you set your budget for the year?
We would have liked to meet more often and plan to do so in future. 

2. Supply an up-to-date list of the members of your Advisory Group.

See Appendix 1  (this is the list on the website).

3. Summarise any significant actions taken by your Advisory Group since your last report, and significant actions planned between now and the next meeting of the Steering Group in Dublin in October 2006.

· Visiting Fellowship: reviewed applications and nominated candidate for the 2005 Fellowship; based on this experience, we prepared a formal application form for the 2006 Fellowship.

· Prepared a Quality Advisory Group webpage (http://www.cochrane.org/ccsg/qag/) for The Cochrane Collaboration website.

· Liaised with the Updating Working Group to integrate it into the Quality Advisory Group.

· Finalized the Group’s remit and membership list. 

· Revised policy about the process for conducting surveys, for the Cochrane Manual.

4. Does your Advisory Group have any questions that you would like the Steering Group to answer? If so, please list them. (Please don’t feel that you have to ask the Steering Group anything, but if you do have a question, please ask it.)
No.

5. Does your Advisory Group wish to raise any problems, and recommended solutions, which you would like the Steering Group to discuss? If so, please list them.
No.

6. Do you foresee any problems in keeping within the Group’s approved budget of £1000 for the current financial year, from April 2006 to March 2007? (This is to help in the Steering Group’s planning of expenditure over that time period.)
No.
Appendix 1 – Membership of the Quality Advisory Group

	Entity type [no. of representatives]
	Role in QAG
	Current members

	--
	Co-convenors
	Sally Green*, Harriet G MacLehose* 

	Information Management System Group [1]
	To explore software options for improving quality
	Monica Kjeldstrom

	Editorial Management Advisory Group (EMAG) [1]
	To liaise with EMAG and facilitate alignment between CRG Resource Website and EMAG activities
	Jane Cracknell*

	Handbook Advisory Group (HAG) (includes all the Convenors of Methods Groups) [2]
	To facilitate partnership in implementing guidance

To advise QAG on new guidance

To feedback to HAG on gaps in guidance
	Philippa Middleton, Harriet G MacLehose*

	Feedback Management Advisory Group [1]
	To inform QAG about feedback regarding review quality common to several reviews where central initiatives may help resolve the issue(s)
	Sherri Sheinfeld Gorin

	Centres (staff involved with training) [1]
	To feedback to all Centres about QAG outputs which should be reflected in training of review authors
	Prathap Tharyan 

	Fields [1]
	To inform QAG of quality issues important to fields

To feedback to all Fields about QAG relevant outputs
	Liz Waters*

	Consumer Network [1]
	To inform QAG about consumer issues common to several reviews where central initiatives may help resolve the issue(s)

To feedback to the Consumer Network about relevant QAG outputs to facilitate high quality consumer input
	Janet Wale*

	The Cochrane Collaboration’s publisher [1]
	To inform QAG of the publisher’s copy-editing activities

To inform QAG of quality issues important to the publisher and of which the publisher has been made aware
	Laura Mellor

	Publishing Policy Group (PPG) [1]
	To liaise with PPG and facilitate alignment between PPG and QAG activities
	Mark Davies

	Monitoring and Registration Group (MRG)  [1]
	To liaise with MRG and facilitate alignment between MRG and QAG activities

To inform QAG about quality issues that arise from the monitoring process that common to several reviews and where central initiatives may help resolve the issue(s)
	Sally Green*

	Steering Group members [2]
	Assigned by the Steering Group to ensure communication
	Janet Wale*, Liz Waters*

	Co-ordinating Editor [2]
	To inform QAG of quality issues important to Co-ordinating Editors and their Cochrane Review Groups

To help prioritize QAG’s response to quality issues and to advise on practicality of implementation

To feedback to all Co-ordinating Editors about QAG relevant outputs
	Andy Oxman

	Review Group Co-ordinator (RGC) [2]
	To provide QAG with feedback on the CRG Resources Website and Cochrane Style Guide, indicate whether implementation strategies have been effective, and to provide feedback on relevance, timing, and numbers of surveys

To feedback to all Review Group Co-ordinators about QAG relevant outputs
	Jane Cracknell*, Tina Leonard

	Trials Search Co-ordinator (TSC) [1]
	To inform QAG of quality issues important to TSCs

To feedback to all TSCs about QAG relevant outputs
	To be confirmed

	The Cochrane Collaboration website management team [1]
	To ensure timely transition of QAG outputs onto website

To liaise with QAG and facilitate alignment between website team and QAG activities

To inform QAG of quality issues important to the website team

To feedback to the website team about QAG relevant outputs
	Nancy Owens

	Author [1]
	To represent authors as users of quality products and initiatives
	Bev Shea

	*Dual roles
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