OPEN ACCESS


Report of the Feedback Management Advisory Group 

to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group

for its meeting in April 2007 


1. How many meetings, and of what type (e.g. face-to-face or by teleconference), has your Advisory Group had since October 2006?  

We had a face-to-face meeting at the Dublin Colloquium, have had email contact, and a teleconference since then. We are planning an additional teleconference before the next CCSG meeting in Amsterdam.  

Is this what you expected when you set your budget for the year?

Yes. 

2. Supply an up-to-date list of the members of your Advisory Group.

Lisa Bero (CCSG representative), John Carlisle, Kathie Clark, Lelia Duley, Cindy Farquhar, Suzanne Fletcher, Sarah Garner, Sonja Henderson, Andrew Herxheimer, Gillian Leng, John McDonald, David Moher, Zulma Ortiz (Co-Convenor), Deborah Pentesco-Gilbert, Sherri Sheinfeld Gorin (Co-Convenor), Peter Tugwell (CCSG representative) and Liz Waters. 

Please note that Ida Sims has resigned from the FMAG due to competing obligations; we are seeking nominations for her replacement.

As requested by the CCSG, we have suggested nomination and approval by the CCSG of a co-convenor, as noted in item 5, within a separate paper. If nominated and approved, this person would enrich the leadership of our group. 
3. Summarise any significant actions taken by your Advisory Group since your last report, and significant actions planned between now and the next meeting of the Steering Group in São Paulo in October 2007.

We are developing and beginning to implement, in specific steps, our charge from the CCSG in Dublin, including specifications for Wiley, in conjunction with Deborah Pentesco-Gilbert. We expect to have made considerable progress in implementation by the São Paulo meeting, with the approval of our budget. With the approval of the proposed changes to feedback by the CCSG, feedback could help to enrich the quality of reviews, and to highlight and disseminate reviews more effectively.
4. Does your Advisory Group have any questions that you would like the Steering Group to answer? 

None at present. 

5. Does your Advisory Group wish to raise any problems, and recommended solutions, which you would like the Steering Group to discuss?

We shared problems and recommended solutions in our report to the CCSG in Dublin; we are focussed now on implementation of the CCSG charge to FMAG. In  a supplemental paper, we have requested the approval of a new co-convenor of FMAG. 
6. Have you had any problems in spending, or in keeping within, the Group’s approved budget of 1645 GBP for the financial year from April 2006 to March 2007? 

No problems at present.
7. What are your budgetary requirements for the period April 2007 to March 2008? Please provide a breakdown if appropriate. (As a reminder, the Steering Group sets the budget for each Advisory Group at its mid-year meeting (i.e. its non-Colloquium meeting.)

We are requesting an increase of our budget to provide us with additional monies to aid with the implementation of the CCSG charge to us. Specifically, we are requesting: 

Transportation (lowest available advance fare) and lodging at the conference hotel to offset some expenses for a face-to-face meeting at the São Paulo Colloquium, including both co-convenors and the FMAG members (1165 GBP); teleconferences to implement findings from the Dublin report to the CCSG (835.00 GBP) = 2000.00 GBP. This is a relatively modest increase from the 1645 GBP that has been allocated in previous years, to enable our group to implement the ambitious plans to enrich feedback for The Cochrane Collaboration within the proposed timeline. We hope that the CCSG will view this request with favour.  

Thank you.

Sherri Sheinfeld Gorin
Co-Convenor, FMAG, March, 2007
From:  
Feedback Management Advisory Group (FMAG) 
To:
The Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group
Date:
March 19, 2007
Subject:
Nomination and Approval of Dr Zulma Ortiz as FMAG Co-Convenor
Outline of question/problem: Requesting CCSG nomination and approval of FMAG Co-Convenor, Dr Zulma Ortiz. 
Background: 
As requested by the CCSG, we have suggested a co-convenor, Zulma Ortiz. We are requesting the CCSG nominate and approve Dr Ortiz as co-convenor of FMAG. If nominated and approved by the CCSG, Dr Ortiz has agreed to serve in this capacity. Zulma Ortiz provides expertise that would enrich the leadership of the group, through her role as feedback editor, her work with the Developing Countries Network, and her planning assistance for the forthcoming Colloquium in São Paulo. Her Cochrane review of folic acid has had one of the highest citations and hits of our 100 reviews in the Musculoskeletal Review Group. A rheumatologist by training, she was subsequently mentored by Dr Peter Tugwell, and currently holds a senior position in the National Argentinean Academy of Sciences in Buenos Aires; most recently, she was asked to advise the Pan American Health Organization, another prestigious post. Because of her myriad responsibilities, both within and without The Cochrane Collaboration, however, if nominated and approved, she would adopt her co-leadership responsibilities over time. If nominated and approved by the CCSG, we would welcome her, as she would enrich the leadership of our group. 

Resource Implications (e.g. estimated costs, etc.):

None anticipated. 

Impact Statement:
The FMAG may operate more effectively and efficiently; the group may encourage more inclusion of Spanish-speaking Feedback Editors. 

Decision Required:
We are requesting nomination and approval of Dr Zulma Ortiz as Co-Convenor of the FMAG. 

Date by which a response is needed:
As soon as possible, at the Amsterdam meeting. 

Relevance to the Strategic Plan (please make reference to specific goal(s) and sub-goal(s):

In accord with “the structure, remit and membership of groups accountable to the Steering Group' on the website (http://www.cochrane.org/admin/structure.htm ), Co-Convenors of the Steering Group's advisory groups need to be "nominated by the Co-Chairs of the Steering Group", and "approved by the full Steering Group". 

Access level of this document (Open Access, Embargoed, Restricted, Commercial-in-Confidence, or Confidential):
Open access.
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