Minutes of the Annual General Meetings (AGMs) of 
The Cochrane Collaboration and the 
Collaboration Trading Company Limited

held in Keystone  

on Wednesday 20 October 2010 

[Minutes approved on 20 October 2011.]

Present: Entity representatives, Steering Group members, Secretariat and Editorial Unit staff (see Appendix for the list of those present, and apologies received); other contributors to The Cochrane Collaboration, and observers.

1. 
Welcomes, apologies for absence, and approval of the agenda


Jonathan Craig, Co-Chair of the Steering Group, welcomed everyone to the meeting. No apologies for absence had been received in addition to those listed in the Appendix. The agenda was approved.

2. 
Steering Group membership changes; new Co-Chair


2.1
Outgoing members: Jonathan Craig thanked the outgoing members of the Steering Group: Lorne Becker (Co-Chair), Lisa Bero and Rob Scholten (Centre representatives), and Zbys Fedorowicz (Review Group representative) for their invaluable contributions during their term as members of the Steering Group. In accordance with the recommendation arising from the 2008 strategic review of the Collaboration to reduce the size of the Steering Group, the ordinary members were not being replaced, thus bringing the total membership down from seventeen people to fourteen. 

2.2
New Co-Chair: Jonathan Craig explained that Jeremy Grimshaw had been nominated to replace Lorne Becker as Co-Chair for the next two years, with effect from the date of this meeting. He asked the members of the Collaboration to approve this appointment. There were several questions from the floor, but no objections were raised. The appointment was therefore approved and should be registered at Companies House in the UK, 
Action: Jini Hetherington to advise Companies House. 

Jonathan Craig then showed a PowerPoint presentation of photographs to introduce the members of the Steering Group for the next three years, together with photographs of the current staff of the Secretariat and the Cochrane Editorial Unit, and introducing Catherine McIlwain, the newly appointed Consumer Co-ordinator. 

3. 
Approval of minutes of the previous Annual General Meetings of The Cochrane Collaboration and the Collaboration Trading Company Limited 


Jonathan Craig invited comments or amendments to the minutes of the previous AGMs held in Singapore on 12 October 2009; there were none. Steve McDonald proposed the approval of the minutes, Roger Soll seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved. They should be made available on the Collaboration website.
Action: Jini Hetherington to make the minutes available on the website.
4. 
Trustees’ Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2010 


These documents had been circulated to all Cochrane entities with 21 days’ notice of this meeting. Jonathan Craig invited questions or comments on both the Trustees’ Report and the Financial Statements; there were none. Donna Gillies proposed their approval, Hans van der Wouden seconded the proposal, and the motion was carried. The documents would be signed after this meeting by Donna Gillies, Treasurer, on behalf of the Trustees, and then submitted to Companies House. 
Action: Action: Donna Gillies to sign the documents; Jini Hetherington to send them to Companies House.

5.
Financial presentation by the Chief Executive Officer
Nick Royle gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Collaboration’s financial position.

6.
Re-appointment of auditors, Mazars LLP


Jonathan Craig invited comments on the proposed reappointment of Mazars, the Collaboration's current auditors; there were none. Julian Higgins proposed the reappointment of Mazars, and Sonja Henderson seconded the proposal; the motion was carried. Mazars should be advised.
Action: Jini Hetherington to advise Mazars of their re-appointment.

7. 
Approval of accounting policies


Jonathan Craig invited questions or comments on the Collaboration's current accounting policies. There were none, and Mary Ellen Schaafsma proposed approval of these policies; Liz Whamond seconded the proposal, and the motion was carried. Mazars should be advised.
Action: Jini Hetherington to advise Mazars of approval of the accounting policies.

8.
Trading Company Directors

Mike Clarke and Peter Langhorne had notified the Steering Group that they wished to resign as Directors of the Trading Company, and had now done so. Jonathan expressed grateful thanks to them on behalf of the Steering Group for their contributions in this role.
The Steering Group had decided that interim Directors should be appointed, pending the reassessment of the role of the Trading Company and the identification of people with a business-oriented background. Lorne Becker, Jon Deeks and Rob Scholten had been proposed to replace Mike and Peter, and had indicated their willingness to do so. Katrina Williams proposed approval of these temporary appointments, which were seconded by Gail Higgins; the motion was carried. 
Action: Jini Hetherington to notify Companies House of the resignations and new appointments.


 This concluded the formal part of the AGMs, after fifteen minutes, 
thus fulfilling the legal requirements governing charities registered in the UK.

9.
Prizes and Awards:

9.1
Kenneth Warren Prize 2009: Neither Marilla Lucero, chair of the 2009 selection panel, nor Nandi Siegfried, the Prize recipient, had been able to travel to the Singapore Colloquium in 2009 to present/receive the Prize. Dr Lucero therefore now presented the Prize for the previous year to Nandi Siegfried and her colleagues (M Muller, JJ Deeks and J Volmink) for their Cochrane review, ‘Male circumcision for prevention of heterosexual acquisition of HIV in men’, published in Issue 4, 2009 of The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews within The Cochrane Library. 

9.2
Kenneth Warren Prize 2010: Jonathan Ipser, chair of the 2010 selection panel, was unable to attend the Keystone Colloquium. Marilla Lucero, the chair of the 2009 selection panel, therefore presented the Prize for this year to Prince Christopher for his Cochrane review, ‘Antibiotic therapy for Shigella dysentery’, co-authored by KV David, SM John and V Sankarapandian, which had been published in Issue 1, 2010 of The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews within The Cochrane Library.

9.3
Chris Silagy Prize 2010: Kate Cahill, recipient of the 2009 Prize, presented the 2010 Prize to Chris Mavergames, Web Operations Manager, for his “extraordinary contribution to the work of the Collaboration” which exceeded the expectations of his employment, and which would not be recognised outside the scope of this Prize. Chris had been identified by his peers as consistently contributing to a spirit of collaboration.

9.4
Bill Silverman Prize 2010: Cindy Farquhar, chair of this year’s selection panel, presented the 2010 Prize to Alex Ford and his colleagues (GH Guyatt, NJ Talley and P Moayyedi) for their article, ‘Errors in the conduct of systematic reviews of pharmacological interventions for irritable bowel syndrome’, published in the American Journal of Gastroenterology, 2010;(105):280-88. Alex Ford was unable to attend the Keystone Colloquium; his co-author Gordon Guyatt therefore stepped up to receive congratulations from Cindy Farquhar. 

10.       Open discussion:

10.1
‘Question and Answer’ session:  These can be viewed on the Collaboration Intranet at http://www.cochrane.org/forum/collaboration-questions/do-you-have-question-you%E2%80%99ve-always-wanted-ask-about-cochrane-collabora
10.2
The Cochrane Library: David Tovey, Editor in Chief, gave a PowerPoint presentation on The Cochrane Library.


10.3
The future direction of The Cochrane Collaboration: Jonathan Craig, Co-Chair of the Steering Group, gave a presentation on the organisation’s future directions. He summarised the major progress in the implementation of the strategic review over the previous year, and emphasised that good progress had been made in implementing all of its recommendations. He then outlined ten items that would constitute the work plan of the Steering Group for the coming year:

1. To prioritise our support for the Editor in Chief and the Cochrane Editorial Unit as they seek to improve the quality, relevance, usability, and impact of The Cochrane Library.
2. To refine our partnership strategy leading to the formation of an external advisory board, and enhance our partnerships with external stakeholders of the Collaboration and the Library, such as health information providers, policy-makers and funders.
3. To develop alternative funding sources, particularly from philanthropic organisations.
4. To enhance our monitoring and management functions, particularly of groups  and platforms which receive core Collaboration funding and/or use the Cochrane brand. 

5. To implement a comphrehensive training strategy (£390K over three years). 

6. To support the extension of the methodogical work which underpins our reviews, ensuring that any methodological developments can be implemented and will enhance the quality of the Library.
7. To enhance the relevance and accessibility of the Library to all users, particularly from low- and middle-income countries. 
8. To improve the dissemination and uptake of our reviews, and enhance our brand, through the implementation of a coherent marketing and communication strategy.

9. To support the office and function of the Consumer Co-ordinator as she seeks to achieve her work plan (see above).
10. To explore whether modifications to our current Review Group structure will lead to a more author- and user-friendly and efficient approach to the organisation of topics within the Library. 

Jonathan Craig thanked everyone for attending, and drew the meeting to a close at 6.15 p.m.
Appendix 
Entity representatives who attended the AGM on 20 October 2010 

	Entity
	Entity representative


Cochrane Centres (14)


	Australasian Cochrane Centre
	Miranda Cumpston

	Brazilian Cochrane Centre
	Alvaro Atallah

	Canadian Cochrane Centre
	Lori Tarbett

	Chinese Cochrane Centre
	Youping Li

	Dutch Cochrane Centre
	Hanni Spitteler

	French Cochrane Centre
	Juliane Ried

	German Cochrane Centre
	Max Pittler

	Iberoamerican Cochrane Centre
	Gerard Urrutia

	Italian Cochrane Centre
	Lorenzo Moja

	Nordic Cochrane Centre
	Monica Kjeldstrøm

	South African Cochrane Centre
	Nandi Siegfried

	South Asian Cochrane Centre
	Prathap Tharyan

	UK Cochrane Centre
	Sally Hopewell

	US Cochrane Center
	Kay Dickersin


Cochrane Review Groups (52)


	Acute Respiratory Infections Group
	Liz Dooley

	Airways Group
	Emma Welsh

	Anaesthesia Group
	Apologies

	Back Group
	Vicki Pennick

	Bone, Joint & Muscle Trauma Group
	Lindsey Elstub

	Breast Cancer Group
	Melina Wilson

	Childhood Cancer Group
	Edith Leclercq

	Colorectal Cancer Group
	Apologies

	Consumers & Communication Group
	Dell Horey

	Cystic Fibrosis & Genetic Disorders Group
	Alfonso Iorio

	Dementia & Cognitive Improvement Group
	Rupert McShane

	Depression, Anxiety & Neurosis Group
	Rachel Churchill

	Developmental, Psychosocial & Learning Problems Group
	Geraldine MacDonald

	Drugs & Alcohol Group
	Apologies

	Ear, Nose & Throat Group
	Gemma Sandberg

	Effective Practice & Organisation of Care Group
	Alain Mayhew

	Epilepsy Group
	Rachael Kelly

	Eyes & Vision Group
	Jennifer Evans

	Fertility Regulation Group
	Frans Helmerhorst

	Gynaecological Cancer Group
	Gail Quinn

	Haematological Malignancies Group
	Nicole Skoetz

	Heart Group
	Nicole Ackermann

	Hepato-Biliary Group
	Christian Gluud

	HIV/AIDS Group
	Tara Horvath

	Hypertension Group
	Jim Wright

	Incontinence Group
	June Cody

	Infectious Diseases Group
	Anne-Marie Stephani

	Inflammatory Bowel Disease & Functional Bowel Disorders Group
	John MacDonald

	Injuries Group
	Karen Blackhall

	Lung Cancer Group
	Ivan Sola

	Menstrual Disorders & Subfertility Group
	Jane Clarke

	Metabolic & Endocrine Disorders Group
	Bernd Richter

	Methodology Group
	Mike Clarke

	Movement Disorders Group
	Apologies

	Multiple Sclerosis Group
	Deirdre Beecher

	Musculoskeletal Group
	Elizabeth Ghogomu

	Neonatal Group
	Diane Haughton

	Neuromuscular Disease Group
	Michael Lunn

	Occupational Safety and Health CRG 
	Jos Verbeek

	Oral Health Group
	Helen Worthington

	Pain, Palliative and  Supportive Care Group
	Jessica Thomas

	Peripheral Vascular Diseases Group
	Apologies

	Pregnancy & Childbirth Group
	Lynn Hampson

	Prostatic Diseases & Urologic Cancers Group
	Tim Wilt

	Public Health Group 
	Jodie Doyle

	Renal Group
	Narelle Willis

	Schizophrenia Group
	Prathap Tharyan

	Skin Group
	Finola Delamere

	Stroke Group
	Apologies

	Tobacco Addiction Group
	Kate Cahill

	Upper Gastrointestinal & Pancreatic Diseases Group
	Karin Dearness

	Wounds Group
	Sally Bell-Syer


	Fields/Networks (12)

	Child Health Field
	Denise Thomson

	Complementary Medicine Field
	Eric Manheimer

	Consumer Network
	Silvana Simi

	Developing Countries Field
	Apologies

	Health Care of Older People Field
	Tracey Howe

	Justice Health Field
	Adam Dobrin

	Neurological Field
	Kathy Mahan

	Nursing Care Field
	Cindy Stern

	Prehospital and Emergency Health Field
	Apologies

	Primary Health Care Field
	Bruce Arroll

	Rehabilitation & Related Therapies Field
	Apologies

	Vaccines Field
	Apologies

	

	Methods Groups (14)

	Adverse Effects Methods Group
	Hilda Bastian

	Applicability & Recommendations Methods Group
	Petra Macaskill

	Bias Methods Group
	David Moher

	Campbell & Cochrane Economics Methods Group
	Ian Shemilt

	Campbell & Cochrane Equity Methods Group 
	Erin Ueffing

	Individual Patient Data Meta-Analysis Methods Group
	Lesley Stewart

	Information Retrieval Methods Group
	Carol Lefebvre

	Non-Randomised Studies Methods Group
	Barney Reeves

	Patient Reported Outcomes Methods Group
	Gordon Guyatt

	Prognosis Methods Group
	Henrica C W de Vet

	Prospective Meta-Analysis Methods Group
	Lisa Askie

	Qualitative Methods Group
	Jane Noyes

	Screening & Diagnostic Tests Methods Group
	Mariska Leeflang

	Statistical Methods Group
	Georgia Salanti


	
Steering Group members

Lorne Becker (outgoing Co-Chair)
Lisa Bero (outgoing member)
Rachel Churchill (proxy for Sophie Hill)
Jonathan Craig (Co-Chair)
Zbys Fedorowicz (outgoing member)
Donna Gillies

Jeremy Grimshaw (Co-Chair elect)

Sonja Henderson 

Gail Higgins 
Julian Higgins 

Sophie Hill (Apologies)
Steve McDonald 

Mary Ellen Schaafsma 
Rob Scholten (outgoing member)
Roger Soll 

Liz Whamond

Katrina Williams
Hans van der Wouden

Mingming Zhang 

Cochrane Editorial Unit

Giovanna Ceroni, Business Manager

Toby Lasserson, Scientific Editor

Rachel Marshall, Editor 
David Tovey, Editor in Chief



	Collaboration Trading Company 

	Mike Clarke, Director                                                                       
Peter Langhorne, Director (Apologies)


	Secretariat staff

	Claire Allen, Deputy Administrator

Jini Hetherington, Administrator and Company Secretary (minutes)

Lucie Jones, Project Support and Business Communications Officer

Catherine McIlwain, Consumer Co-ordinator

Nick Royle, Chief Executive Officer
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