Minutes of the Annual General Meetings (AGMs) 
of The Cochrane Collaboration and 
Collaboration Trading Company Limited

held in Madrid, Spain, 
on 20 October 2011 

[Minutes approved on 1 October 2012.]

Present: Entity representatives, Steering Group members, Cochrane Operations Unit (COU)/Secretariat and Cochrane Editorial Unit (CEU) staff (see Appendix for the list of those present, and apologies received); other contributors to The Cochrane Collaboration, and observers.

1. 
Welcomes, apologies for absence, and approval of the agenda


Jeremy Grimshaw, Co-Chair of the Steering Group, welcomed everyone to the meeting. No apologies for absence had been received in addition to those listed in the Appendix. The agenda was approved.

2. 
Steering Group membership changes; new Co-Chair


2.1
Outgoing members: Jeremy thanked the outgoing members of the Steering Group: Donna Gillies (Author representative), Sonja Henderson (ME representative), Roger Soll (Co-ordinating Editor representative) and Hans van der Wouden (CRG representative) for their many contributions during their time on the Steering Group. Continuing the implementation of the recommendation from the 2008 strategic review of the Collaboration to reduce the size of the Steering Group, the Review Group ‘at large’ representative is not being replaced, so the Steering Group now consists of thirteen members. 

2.2
Re-election of Co-Chair: Jeremy explained that Jonathan Craig had accepted to fulfil a further two-year term as Co-Chair, with effect from the date of this meeting. He asked the members of the Collaboration to approve this appointment, which they did. The appointment was therefore approved and should be registered at Companies House in the UK. 
Action: Jini Hetherington to advise Companies House. 

Jeremy then showed a PowerPoint presentation of photographs to introduce the members of the Steering Group for the next three years, together with photographs of the current Collaboration staff (members of the COU/Secretariat, the CEU, the IMS Development and Support teams, the Web Team, the Training Co-ordinator and the Communication and PR Officer).
 
3. 
Approval of minutes of the previous Annual General Meetings of The Cochrane Collaboration and the Collaboration Trading Company Limited 


Liz Whamond proposed the approval of the minutes of the previous AGMs held in Keystone on 20 October 2010, Steve McDonald seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved. They should be made available on the Collaboration website.
Action: Jini Hetherington to make the minutes available on the website.
4. 
Trustees’ Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2011 


These documents had been circulated to all Cochrane entities with 21 days’ notice of this meeting. Donna Gillies (outgoing Treasurer) proposed their approval, Mary Ellen Schaafsma (incoming Treasurer) seconded the proposal, and the motion was carried. The documents would be signed after this meeting by Donna Gillies, the outgoing Treasurer, on behalf of the Trustees, and submitted to Companies House. 
Action: Action: Donna Gillies to sign the documents; Jini Hetherington to send them to Companies House.

5.
Financial presentation by the Chief Executive Officer
Due to his absence from the Madrid Colloquium due to family illness, Nick Royle had provided a PowerPoint presentation on the Collaboration’s financial position, which people could view after the meeting, or request to have it emailed to them.

6.
Re-appointment of auditors, Mazars LLP


Julian Higgins proposed the reappointment of Mazars as the Collaboration’s auditors, and Mona Nasser seconded the proposal; the motion was carried. Mazars should be advised.
Action: Jini Hetherington to advise Mazars of their re-appointment.

7. 
Approval of accounting policies


Rachel Churchill proposed approval of the Collaboration’s accounting policies; Gail Higgins seconded the proposal, and the motion was carried. Mazars should be advised.
Action: Jini Hetherington to advise Mazars of approval of the accounting policies.

8.
Trading Company Directors

Rob Scholten’s term as Director had ended; Lorne Becker proposed his reappointment; Mingming Zhang seconded the proposal, and the motion was carried. 
Action: Jini Hetherington to notify Companies House.


 This concluded the formal part of the AGMs,
thus fulfilling the legal requirements governing charities registered in the UK.

9.
2012 Colloquium in China
The recent changes in legislation in China concerning the ceiling on numbers of foreign delegates had raised concerns about the feasibility of holding the 2012 Colloquium in China. Further local issues had resulted in the need to move the Colloquium venue from Nanning to Chengdu. Jeremy explained that everyone was working hard to accommodate these changes of plan. Youping Li, Director of the Chinese Cochrane Centre, came to the podium: she said that in order to host this event people on both sites as well as the joint working group had worked very hard in the last two years. Even now, she said, they were trying to push things forward to make the event happen in China. Members of the Collaboration would be kept informed. 
10.
Access to clinical trial data
Jeremy explained that incomplete reporting of study results potentially undermined the validity and credibility of systematic reviews. He noted growing international calls for transparent reporting of research including publication of complete data from randomised trials. The Steering Group (with input from Peter Gøtzsche, Director of the Nordic Cochrane Centre) had recently issued a statement calling for free access to all data from all clinical trials. He noted that some groups within the Collaboration had expressed concerns about the wording of the statement and he stated that the Steering Group would continue to work with members of the Collaboration to improve the statement. 
11.
Prizes and Awards:

11.1
Chris Silagy Prize 2011: Chris Mavergames, recipient of the 2010 Prize, presented the 2011 Prize to Martin Janczyk and Juliane Ried for an “extraordinary contribution to the work of the Collaboration” which exceeded the expectations of their employment, and which would not be recognised outside the scope of this Prize. Martin and Juliane had been identified by their peers as consistently contributing to a spirit of collaboration.

11.2
Bill Silverman Prize 2011: David Moher, chair of this year’s selection panel, presented the 2011 Prize to Sarah Donegan and her colleagues, Paula Williamson, Carrol Gamble and Catrin Tudur-Smith, for their publication, ‘Indirect comparisons: a review of reporting and methodological quality’, PLoS ONE 5(11):e11054. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0011054.
11.3
Kenneth Warren Prize 2011: Gawrie Galappaththy, chair of the 2011 selection panel, was unable to attend the Madrid Colloquium. Jonathan therefore presented the 2011 Prize on her behalf to Zohra Lassi for her Cochrane Review, ‘Community based intervention packages for reducing maternal and neonatal morbidity and mortality and improving neonatal outcomes, co-authored with Batool Haider and Zulfiqar Bhutta, published in Issue 10, 2010 of The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews in The Cochrane Library (doi: 10.1002/14651858.CD007754.pub2).

11.4
Anne Anderson Award 2011: Kay Dickersin, who had been instrumental in establishing this Award, gave some background before presenting it to Caroline Crowther. Caroline, as the Award recipient, designated Sarah Manyame from Parirenyatwa Hospital in Harare, Zimbabwe, to receive a cash award to enable her to prepare a Cochrane Review. 
12.       Open discussion:

12.1
‘Question and Answer’ session: Jeremy invited questions and comments on any aspect of the Collaboration’s activities. The questions which had been notified in advance (12.1.1 and 12.1.2) and their responses can be viewed verbatim on the Collaboration Intranet by copying and pasting the following link into one’s web browser: http://www.cochrane.org/forum/collaboration-questions/2011-annual-general-meeting-any-question-any-topic
12.1.1
Dual publication of Cochrane Reviews in paper journals: Rick Nelson of the Colorectal Cancer Group said that in the past CRGs had made their own agreements, which varied tremendously in form and substance. Copyrights were not part of the publication process in The Cochrane Library. A lot had changed since then. Rick had the impression that the CEU would like to take over this responsibility, but people remained in the dark as to how to go about it, or even if this was now a desirable undertaking for Cochrane Library contributors and the Collaboration. He asked about the status of old signed agreements. David Tovey, Editor in Chief, responded that existing agreements were still valid; they were maintained by Wiley and listed in the Cochrane Policy Manual (see section 2.2.5 and Appendix). He explained that the Cochrane Editorial Unit was now responsible for liaising with our publishers to oversee the issue, with the intention of ensuring that everyone concerned was aware of what had been proposed and was in agreement.

12.1.2
How to submit a criticism [of a Cochrane Review] and find conflicts of interest: Peter Gøtzsche of the Nordic Cochrane Centre asked why it was still so difficult to find out how to submit a comment on a Cochrane Review in The Cochrane Library, and to discover editors’ conflicts of interest (COI). David Tovey agreed that this had been very challenging in the past, but that improvements had been made to The Cochrane Library complaints procedure recently, and the Feedback button was now displayed more prominently on the Library’s homepage. He agreed that it was preferable for all editors to sign a COI declaration, and that many CRGs did require editors to sign annual COI declarations but this was not yet mandatory; he hoped it would become so.

12.1.3
Pharmaceutical sponsorship of satellite events: Tom Jefferson of the Acute Respiratory Infections Group queried why the Colloquium organisers had accepted sponsorship from the pharmaceutical industry. Jordi Pardo Pardo of the Colloquium organising team explained that sponsorship had been accepted from Gilead (a biopharmaceutical company that manufactures therapies for viral diseases, infectious diseases and cancer) for a satellite event, which was external to the Colloquium. Steve McDonald, Co-Convenor with Jordi of the Colloquium Policy Advisory Committee (CPAC), said that the policy could be revisited if required. Peter Gøtzsche suggested that the pharmaceutical industry should not be allowed to sponsor anything to do with Colloquia, satellite events or not. The CPAC was charged with looking into this complaint and providing a written response to it.
Action: Steve McDonald to raise this with the CPAC and the Steering Group, and publicise the action that would be taken to address this complaint. 

12.1.4
Access to clinical trial data: Lesley Stewart of the Individual Participant Data Meta-Analysis Methods Group welcomed Jeremy’s assurance that the Steering Group would be revisiting the recent public statement on access to clinical trial data (see item 10 above). She said it was such an important issue and there was great potential for unintended harm. She recommended that the discussion be opened up more widely to members of the Collaboration. Jeremy asked for this to be put in writing so that it could be properly taken forward. Mike Clarke of the Methodology Review Group also pressed for widespread consultation on the statement that had been made, rather than posting comments on a discussion forum, as Authors of Cochrane Reviews depended on access to the raw data. Jeremy noted that the process of developing the statement followed the procedure outlined in section 2.1.8 of the Cochrane Policy Manual. However, he reassured Lesley and Mike that the Steering Group would consider this issue on 23 October, in particular how to consult with the Collaboration at large in this regard. 
Action: Lesley Stewart to write to the Co-Chairs of the Steering Group. 

12.1.5
Including qualitative data in Cochrane Reviews: Andrew Herxheimer of the Adverse Effects Methods Group asked what was being done to include qualitative data in Cochrane Reviews, which he said should be done routinely. Sophie Hill of the Consumers and Communication Group explained that there was a lot of work going on in the relevant Methods Group, and recalled that one title in particular had recently been registered for a review using only qualitative evidence. Jeremy explained that this issue was being discussed more actively within the Collaboration. Andrew found this encouraging, but said he thought it a mistake that somatically and numerically focussed Review Groups had no hint of qualitative content, and that the Collaboration couldn’t wait another decade for this to be addressed. As with the previous question, Jeremy asked Andrew to put his question in writing so that it could be responded to more formally.
Action: Andrew Herxheimer to write to the Co-Chairs of the Steering Group.

12.2
Steady progress: can we do better? David Tovey, Editor in Chief, gave a slide presentation on the Cochrane Editorial Unit’s plans for the coming year.


12.3
Current progress and future directions of The Cochrane Collaboration: Jeremy, Co-Chair of the Steering Group, gave a slide presentation on the organisation’s future directions. 
Jeremy Grimshaw thanked everyone for attending, and drew the meeting to a close at 5.40 p.m.

Appendix
Entity representatives who attended the AGM on 20 October 2011
	Entity
	Entity representative


Cochrane Centres (14)
	Australasian Cochrane Centre
	Miranda Cumpston

	Brazilian Cochrane Centre
	Maria Torloni

	Canadian Cochrane Centre
	Lori Tarbett

	Chinese Cochrane Centre
	Youping Li

	Dutch Cochrane Centre
	Lotty Hooft

	French Cochrane Centre
	Philippe Ravaud

	German Cochrane Centre
	Joerg Meerpohl

	Iberoamerican Cochrane Centre
	Ivan Solà

	Italian Cochrane Centre
	Vanna Pistotti

	Nordic Cochrane Centre
	Peter Gøtzsche

	South African Cochrane Centre
	Babalwa Zani

	South Asian Cochrane Centre
	Prathap Tharyan

	UK Cochrane Centre
	Martin Burton

	US Cochrane Center
	Kay Dickersin


Cochrane Review Groups (52)


	Acute Respiratory Infections Group
	Chris Del Mar

	Airways Group
	Emma Welsh

	Anaesthesia Group
	Nathan Pace

	Back Group
	Rachel Couban

	Bone, Joint and Muscle Trauma Group
	Lindsey Elstub

	Breast Cancer Group
	Fergus Tai

	Childhood Cancer Group
	Jos Noorman

	Colorectal Cancer Group
	Henning Keinke Andersen

	Consumers and Communication Group
	Megan Prictor

	Cystic Fibrosis and Genetic Disorders Group
	 Apologies

	Dementia and Cognitive Improvement Group
	Sue Marcus

	Depression, Anxiety and Neurosis Group
	Chris Champion

	Developmental, Psychosocial and Learning Problems Group
	Geraldine Macdonald

	Drugs and Alcohol Group
	Laura Amato

	Ear, Nose and Throat Disorders Group
	Jenny Bellorini

	Effective Practice and Organisation of Care Group
	Alain Mayhew

	Epilepsy Group
	Rachael Kelly

	Eyes and Vision Group
	Richard Wormald

	Fertility Regulation Group
	Frans Helmerhorst

	Gynaecological Cancer Group
	Clare Jess

	Haematological Malignancies Group
	Nicole Skoetz

	Heart Group
	Shah Ebrahim

	Hepato-Biliary Group
	Christian Gluud

	HIV/AIDS Group
	Tara Horvath

	Hypertension Group
	Jim Wright

	Incontinence Group
	June Cody

	Infectious Diseases Group
	Anne-Marie Stephani

	Inflammatory Bowel Disease and Functional Bowel Disorders Group
	Katie LeBlanc

	Injuries Group
	Emma Sydenham

	Lung Cancer Group
	Sera Tort

	Menstrual Disorders and Subfertility Group
	Cindy Farquhar

	Metabolic and Endocrine Disorders Group
	Bernd Richter

	Methodology Review Group
	Mike Clarke

	Movement Disorders Group
	 Apologies

	Multiple Sclerosis and Rare Diseases of the CNS Group
	Graziella Filippini

	Musculoskeletal Group
	 Apologies

	Neonatal Group
	David Osborn

	Neuromuscular Disease Group
	Ruth Brassington

	Occupational Safety and Health Group
	Jos Verbeek

	Oral Health Group
	Helen Worthington

	Pain, Palliative and Supportive Care Group
	Jessica Thomas

	Peripheral Vascular Diseases Group
	Marlene Stewart

	Pregnancy and Childbirth Group
	Frances Kellie

	Prostatic Diseases and Urologic Cancers Group
	 Apologies

	Public Health Group
	Elizabeth Waters

	Renal Group
	Narelle Willis

	Schizophrenia Group
	Clive Adams

	Skin Group
	Finola Delamere

	Stroke Group
	Peter Langhorne

	Tobacco Addiction Group
	Monaz Mehta

	Upper Gastrointestinal and Pancreatic Diseases Group
	Karin Dearness

	Wounds Group
	Nicky Cullum


	Fields/Networks (12)

	Child Health Field
	Lisa Hartling

	Complementary Medicine Field
	Eric Manheimer

	Consumer Network
	Catherine McIlwain 

	Developing Countries Field
	Mario Tristan

	Health Care of Older People Field
	David Stott

	Justice Health Field
	Catherine Gallagher

	Neurological Field
	Teresa Cantisani

	Nursing Care Field
	Alan Pearson

	Primary Health Care Field
	Floris Van de Laar

	Rehabilitation and Related Therapies Field
	 Apologies

	Vaccines Field
	Carlo Di Pietrantonj

	
	

	

	Methods Groups (14)

	Adverse Effects Methods Group
	Andrew Herxheimer

	Applicability and Recommendations Methods Group
	Holger Schunemann

	Bias Methods Group
	Lucy Turner

	Campbell and Cochrane Economics Methods Group
	Ian Shemilt

	Campbell and Cochrane Equity Methods Group
	Mark Petticrew

	Comparing Multiple Interventions Methods Group
	Lorne Becker

	Individual Participant Data Meta-analysis Methods Group
	Lesley Stewart

	Information Retrieval Methods Group
	Carol Lefebvre

	Non-Randomised Studies Methods Group
	Barney Reeves

	Patient Reported Outcomes Methods Group
	Donald Patrick

	Prognosis Methods Group
	Jill Hayden

	Prospective Meta-Analysis Methods Group
	Lisa Askie

	Qualitative Research Methods Group
	Jane Noyes

	Screening and Diagnostic Tests Methods Group
	Petra Macaskill

	Statistical Methods Group
	Steff Lewis


	
Steering Group members

Sally Bell-Syer (incoming member)

Rachel Churchill (incoming member)

Jonathan Craig (Co-Chair)
Donna Gillies (outgoing member)
Jeremy Grimshaw (Co-Chair)

Sonja Henderson (outgoing member)
Gail Higgins 

Julian Higgins 

Sophie Hill

Steve McDonald 

Mona Nasser (incoming member)

Mary Ellen Schaafsma (Treasurer)
Denise Thomson (incoming member)

Roger Soll (outgoing member)
Liz Whamond

Katrina Williams (outgoing member - Apologies)
Hans van der Wouden (outgoing member)
Mingming Zhang 

Cochrane Editorial Unit (CEU) staff
Giovanna Ceroni, Programme Development Manager

Jackie Chandler, Methods Co-ordinator

Ruth Foxlee, Information Specialist

John Hilton, Editor

Toby Lasserson, Senior Editor

Harriet MacLehose, Senior Editor

Rachel Marshall, Editor 
Hilary Simmonds, PA to the Editor in Chief (Apologies)

David Tovey, Editor in Chief

	

	

	Cochrane Operations Unit (COU)/Secretariat staff

	Claire Allen, Deputy Administrator

Jini Hetherington, Administrator and Company Secretary (minutes)

Lucie Jones, Project Support and Business Communications Officer

Catherine McIlwain, Consumer Co-ordinator

Nick Royle, Chief Executive Officer (Apologies)
Rachel Sayers, Team PA (Apologies)

	

	
Collaboration Trading Company 

	Lorne Becker

Jon Deeks

Rob Scholten
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