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Major challenges with EBM, systematic reviews and 
guidelines but also great advances in standards, methods and tools..
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The challenge of keeping guidelines up to date
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Some ongoing efforts to improve updating of guidelines

G-I-N updating working group
• Systematic reviews: need to improve  terms, 

methods, processes and tools 
• Tool for updating (UpPriority)
• Updating Glossary
• Updating Database (methods repository)
• Updating technologies: SR of studies of 

“tools” to update SRs or CGs
• Reporting of updated guidelines

– Checklist (CheckUp)
– Communication strategies 

• KDIGO Methods Committee report
GRADE, NICE, AHRQ, KP, ACCP

• Living guidelines? In an emerging digital and 
trustworthy evidence ecosystem?
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When do guidelines need updating? And what is a living 
guideline?

• The appropriate question is: when to update the 
recommendation?

• The appropriate answer: as soon as new impactful evidence 
becomes available for that recommendation

Elie Akl at LSR symposium Cochrane Seoul 2016

• Moving to dynamic updating of individual recommendations, 
rather than full updating of the entire guideline (irrelevant entity?)

• Living guidelines: “Targeted recommendations are updated 
continually in the face of new information that warrants a 
substantial change in practice”

ACCP 2011, as applied in KDIGO methods report
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KDIGO on the value of technology and tools 
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Can technology help? Platforms and tools ready for use
(e.g., www.magicapp.org) 

11/29/2017

http://www.magicapp.org
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Joining forces to solve problems in the Evidence Ecosystem
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Evidence 
summary Systematic review panel
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LSR and LGR: part of a bigger picture
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How can guideline panels rapidly update and disseminate 
recommendations: people, methods, processes and tools 
Overcoming organizational hurdles in a collaborative network
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BMJ Rapid Recommendations, triggered by new evidence
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http://www.bmj.com/content/354/bmj.i5085
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Step 1: Monitoring of new studies through McMaster PLUS
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A recent example, illustrating challenges for living 
systematic reviews and guideline recommendations
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Online digitally structured and multilayered guideline
Living or dead? How to communicate update to users?
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Questions?
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