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F1000: OPEN SCIENCE PUBLISHING

Immediate & transparent publishing:

• 7 days to publish
• Includes underlying data and code
• No editorial bias
• Open invited peer review – referees named 

and reports published
• Author-led, no Editors making decisions
• Versioning
• Indexed in PubMed, Scopus etc



Approved
Approved with reservations
Not approved 

Indexed once reaches adequate level 
of positive review:

or



ARTICLE WHEN FIRST PUBLISHED



ARTICLE AFTER PEER REVIEW



LSR – HOW COULD ‘TRADITIONAL’ JOURNALS KEEP UP-TO-DATE



THREADED PUBLICATIONS



REPURPOSING ERRATA/RETRACTION SYSTEM



F1000 APPROACH TO LIVING PUBLICATIONS

Especially useful for:
Update Systematic Reviews as new trials come in – no need to 

rewrite introduction etc
Keep Guidelines up to date – fast & simple process
Rapid peer review feedback on Protocols before start the study
Protocols can be updated and re-reviewed as amend search strings



TRACKING VERSIONING



REGULARLY UPDATED FIGURES

Up-to-date, as of 26 May 2017

From Dinas et al, 2017: https://f1000research.com/articles/6-286/v2

Can update date even if no new data to add.
If there is new data, can add it to the table/figure, with date added.
If changes conclusions, can publish a new article version.

https://f1000research.com/articles/6-286/v2


LIVING FIGURES
https://f1000research.com/articles/3-176/v2

https://f1000research.com/articles/3-176/v2


Publish protocol & get 
peer reviewed

Publish protocol & get 
peer reviewed

Have automatic flag to associated 
guideline authors so they can 
check is changes guidelines

Write & publish new 
version of systematic 
review with amended 

conclusions and figures

Write & publish new 
version of systematic 
review with amended 

conclusions and figures

POSSIBLE WORKFLOW

Publish protocol & get 
peer reviewed

Write & publish first 
version of systematic 

review

Check search every x 
months

No change

Update time-
stamp on article 

figures

New relevant trials

Do these trials 
change the overall 

conclusions?

✖
or
✔

Write & publish new 
version of systematic 
review with amended 

conclusions and figures

Update figures, which 
get new DOI and 

update time-stamp

Have automatic flag to associated 
guideline authors so they can 
check is changes guidelines

Have automatic flag to associated 
guideline authors so they can 
check if changes guidelines



CONCLUSIONS

• There are existing mechanisms that can be repurposed by 
traditional journals to link updates & cross-publisher

• The technology is now available to update through versioning 
and living elements within articles that
o minimise time/effort for authors & reviewers
o enable timely updates
o retain archival record
o ensure transparency of changes across all major sites

• This brings new questions such as:
o when does/should an update become a new article?
o giving authors credit for multiple updates vs new articles
o would reviewers keep reviewing again over long time period?
o should fresh reviewers be sought after time for new perspective



QUESTIONS
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