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COCHRANE	CARBON	FOOTPRINT	REPORT

SUMMARY

A.		Gross	emissions	by	type	excluding	events	(tCO2e) 2014 2015 %	Total	/	diff
Buildings:	Electricity 32																	 49																	 13%

Buildings:	Gas 8																			 13																	 3%

Buildings:	Water 0																			 0																			 0%

Buildings:	Waste 0																			 0																			 0%

Travel:	Commuting 12																	 19																	 5%

Travel:	Other 1																			 1																			 0%

Travel:	Flights 333															 289															 78%

Total 387															 372															 -4%

The	total	organisation	footprint	in	2015	is	estimated	at	372	tonnes	of	CO2e.		Staff	and	Board	

flights	make	up	over	3/4	of	the	total	with	just	over	15%	coming	from	building	emissions

and	the	remainder	from	staff	commuting.		Staff	and	Board	flight	emissions	reduced	by	13%	

between	2014	and	2015.	This	reduction	in	emissions	from	staff	flights	accounts	for	the	4%	

reduction	in	overall	emissions.		Waste	and	water	usage	account	for	just	0.1%	of	total	emissions.

B.		Gross	emissions	per	FTE	(tCO2e) 2014 2015 %	Total
Average	number	of	FTEs	over	year	(Jan-Dec) 27.0 41.4 53%

Total	emissions	per	FTE 14.3 9.0 -37%

Overall	this	works	out	at	about	9	tonnes	per	FTE	reducing	by	nearly	40%	from	last	year.	This	is	due

to	a	mix	between	(a)	shorter	flight	distances	(despite	an	increasing	number	of	trips),	largely	due

to	the	European	locations	of	the	2	main	Cochrane	events;	and	(b)	the	growth	in	FTE	numbers.

C.		Buildings	emissions	by	site	(kgCO2e) 2014 2015 %	Total

London	(including	Oxford	for	2014) 20																	 35																	 56%
Freiburg 8																			 8																			 13%

Copenhagen 9																			 9																			 15%

Others 3																			 10																	 16%
Total 41																	 62																	 100%

The	London	office	accounts	for	over	half	of	all	building	emissions	with	nearly	30%	coming	from
Freiburg	and	Copenhagen	together.		Staff	dispersed	in	satellite	offices	and		working	from	home
make	up	the	remainder.
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D.		Staff	and	Board	flights 2014 2015	(est.) %	change

Total	number	of	flights 382															 528															 38%
Total	km	 1,546,535				 1,180,539				 -24%

Average	flight	length 4,049												 2,236												 -45%
Total	carbon	emissions 333,298								 289,414								 -13%

While	there	was	a	signficant	increase	in	flights	(+38%),	the	average	trip	length	fell	even	further

(-45%)	and	this	led	to	an	overall	reduction	in	carbon	emission	from	flights	by	13%.

This	seems	to	be	due	to	around	half	the	number	of	long	haul	flights	in	2015	than	in	2014.

Much	of	this	can	be	explained	by	the	number	of	long	haul	flights	to	Hyderabad	and	

Panama	in	2014,	compared	with	the	larger	number	of	shorter	Vienna	and	Athens	flights	in	2015.

So	highlights	that	event	location	impact	is	driven	by	both	attendee	numbers	as	well	as	distance.

E.		Commuters Staff Emissions %	staff

Tram 3 85																	 5%

Walking 4 6%

Car 5 1,180												 8%
Bus 8 1,806												 13%

Tube 13 470															 21%

Cycling 18 29%

Train 21 8,868												 33%

N.B.	61	FT	&	PT	staff	surveyed	but	some	use	multiple	modes	so	staff	column	does	not	add	to	61.

Trains	are	the	most	popular	method	of	commuting,	with	a	third	of	all	staff	using	this	

method	although	cycling	is	a	close	second	at	just	under	30%	and	just	over	a	fifth	of
all	staff	using	the	tube	at	some	point	in	their	commute.		Unsurprisingly,	trains	therefore

take	up	the	vast	majority	of	the	emissions	from	commuting,	with	cars	and	buses	together

accounting	for	a	fifth.		Over	a	third	of	staff	incorporate	a	carbon	free	option	(cycling	or	walking).

F.		Key	event	attendee	travel	(not	part	of	footprint) 2014 2015 %	diff

Number	of	attendees 714															 1,487												 108%
Attendee	emissions	(tCO2e) 1,915												 2,467												 29%

Emissions	per	attendee	(tCO2e) 2.7																 1.7																 -38%

The	full	impact	of	events	are	difficult	to	assess	and,	in	particular,	to	control	-	therefore	we	have

not	included	these	emissions	in	our	organisation	footprint.		However,	we	can	and	should	report

what	we	can	measure	-	so	we	will	report	annually	alongside	our	footprint	the	travel	emissions
of	all	attendees	at	our	two	key	annual	events	(the	Colloquium	and	mid-year	meeting).
For	2015	these	emissions	were	estimated	at	nearly	2,500	tCO2e	which	is	six	times	higher	than	the	

organisation	footprint.		This	is	also	an	increase	of	29%	on	2014,	mainly	due	to	double	the	number	of	

attendees	at	main	events	due	to	their	European	location	so	is	the	reverse	of	the	staff	effect	above.

This	demonstrates	that	location	makes	a	huge	difference	to	emissions	and	we	have	therefore	

developed	a	tool	which	will	help	us	assess	the	carbon	emissions	of	future	events	which	we	can	feed	

into	the	decision	making	process	alongside	global	accessibility	and	inclusivity	for	attendees.
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/z6o5h9zxw7t2xcx/Event%20emissions%20calculator%20%28Final%29.xlsx?dl=0
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