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Final Report Form

It is a condition of projects funded by the Collaboration that a Final Report is submitted before the final funding instalment is paid.  The purpose of submitting a report is to enable the Collaboration’s Steering Group to assess whether the work for which the grant was awarded has been completed, and whether value for money has been achieved. It also facilitates the Steering Group’s discussions on how to ensure the results of projects are effectively used and communicated to the Collaboration at large.

PROJECT DETAILS

FUNDING PROGRAMME:

	Direct Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group funding


TITLE OF PROJECT:

	Continental Europe Support Unit for Cochrane entities conducting Cochrane reviews of test accuracy


PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:

	Rob Scholten


STAFF ON PROJECT (Please differentiate between staff working on the project and staff employed through the project’s funding):

	Staff (part)time employed through the project’s funding: Nynke Smidt (until June 2008); Mariska Leeflang; Hans Reitsma; Lotty Hooft; Rob Scholten
Other staff working on the project: Patrick Bossuyt


AWARD HOLDING COCHRANE ENTITY/ENTITIES:

	The Dutch Cochrane Centre


	Start date
	1 February, 2007
	Duration of grant (months), including agreed extensions
	40 months

	End date
	31 July, 2010*
	Total grant value (in currency awarded)
	€ 255,000


* We were able to carry out our activities until 31 December, 2010 (cost neutral). 
OBJECTIVES

To assist Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs) and Cochrane Centres, located in Continental Europe, with the implementation of methods and procedures for developing Cochrane Reviews of Diagnostic Test Accuracy.

SUMMARY OF METHODS

This was not a scientific project with a formal methodology, but a project to support CRGs and other Cochrane contributors. We developed training materials, developed and ran workshops for various audiences, supported CRGs with title registration and the preparation of their first 1-3 DTA reviews, provided peer review of DTA protocols and reviews, created an instruction manual and tutorials for the Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software, alfa- and beta-tested the Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software, contributed to the Diagnostic Test Accuracy Reviewers’ Handbook, worked with the Collaboration publishers in the design and testing of publication software and designed and maintained a SRDTA webpage on Cochrane.org. 
COMMUNICATION AND COLLABORATION 
We worked closely with the UK Support Unit (UKSU), located in Birmingham, the DTA Working Group, the Screening and Diagnostic Tests Methods Group (SDTMG), the IMS team and RevMan developers, publisher Wiley and the Training Working Group.

RESULTS AND DELIVERABLES
CRG Support
1. To work with the Continental European CRG bases as and when they are able, to bring them on line with reviews of test accuracy, helping them create topic lists and potential titles for reviews, and providing education to editorial staff in review processes for test accuracy reviews 
We produced a document with a description of the required CRG processes / procedures with respect to test accuracy reviews. 
We developed a Title Registration Form, a checklist for minimal competencies of DTA review teams and a leaflet describing the editorial process step-by-step.
2. To support Continental European CRGs, the Cochrane Back Group and the South African Satellite of the HIV/AIDS Group with question formulation, search strategies, assessment of study quality and statistical analyses, and with use of the RevMan software.

We had regular contact with all but one CRGs for which we were the support unit.  (Notwithstanding many attempts, one CRG didn’t reply to our offers for DTA assistance.) 

We advised about DTA title submissions and we supported all but one CRGs intensively with the execution of their first DTA reviews.

We populated a Help Desk for the above-mentioned CRGs, and for Cochrane methodologists and Cochrane Centres, based in Continental Europe. 
We provided second line consultancy for requests for assistance with question formulation, search strategies, assessment of study quality and statistical analyses, and with the use of the RevMan software. 
We handled questions from (candidate) authors who had a very broad range of questions.

The SRDTA page on www.cochrane.org has been developed and kept up to date. 
3. To organise methodological peer review of protocols and reviews of test accuracy 
We assisted with the establishment of the DTA Editorial Team (DTA ET) in 2009. Three CESU members are member of the DTA Editorial Team and all CESU members are regularly involved as peer-reviewers. New peer reviewers (methodologists, statisticians and information specialists) are still being recruited to expand the pool of peer-reviewers. 

The DTA Editorial Team has peer-reviewed many versions of draft DTA protocols and draft DTA reviews. 

We were and still are collaborating with the CRG resources working group. The existing CRG checklists for intervention reviews are being transcribed for DTA reviews. 

Training

4. Development of training courses for (a) CRG editorial teams, (b) review authors and (c) Centre staff 

We developed workshops (including syllabus with power point slides, small group assignments and tools) for CRG editorial teams, Cochrane Centre staff and Review Authors. 
We contributed to the development of advanced training courses for (Cochrane) methodologists / statisticians and information specialists.
We regularly update the course materials. 

5. To run a regular programme of training courses for CRG editorial teams, Centre staff and review authors in the region
CRG Induction Workshops (for Cochrane Editors, other CRG staff and Centre staff)

We have trained 9 out of 13 CRGs in Continental Europe, 3 stated that they did not expect to publish DTA reviews or did not respond to correspondence, and one was registered recently (Occupational health and safety).  
We also trained the team of the HIV/AIDS Satellite (Cape Town, South Africa) and we contributed to a course in Canada which a few members of North-American CRGs attended.  
Workshops for review authors 

In close collaboration with UKSU, CESU has organized a two-day course for authors every year from 2008 - 2010. About 80 authors have been trained this way. 
Members of CESU took care of numerous DTA workshops organised by the SDTMG that have been run at all Cochrane Colloquia since 2007.
From 2007 onwards, we also gave presentations at each annual Continental European Cochrane Entities Meeting.
Other workshops
In 2007, we ran a two-day workshop for (co-ordinating) editors and other CRG staff members and Centre staff members who are involved with training. 

We also ran workshops for mixed audiences (Centre staff, authors) in Thailand, Chengdu, Montreal and Cape Town.
6. To run, in close collaboration with UKSU, an international training course for methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy
We participated in two workshops (organised by UKSU) for a) Cochrane statisticians (3 days in July 2009) and b) Search Specialists (2 days in July 2010).

Tools

7. Creation of an instruction manual and tutorials for the new Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software

We alfa- and beta-tested the Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software.

We created an instruction manual (help files) for the Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software.

We created a RevMan Tutorial for DTA reviews (by the use of the same theme and template of the tutorial of intervention reviews). The tutorial is included in RevMan (under “Help” and available on http://srdta.cochrane.org/software-development). This document was completed with the input of many volunteers (a truly collaborative achievement).
8. To contribute to the Diagnostic Accuracy Reviewers’ Handbook

We drafted Chapters 6 and 9 of the DTA handbook, contributed to Chapters 7, 10 and 11 and adapted Chapters 3 and 4 of the Intervention Handbook for DTA. We performed detailed reviews of the draft Handbook, including corrections and proposed amendments, for all chapters.

We also contributed to a glossary of DTA terms which is initiated by the Handbook Working Group. 
We made various templates for presenting the results of DTA reviews (including Summary of Results Tables). This work, however, is still ongoing. Prof. Patrick Bossuyt and Dr Mariska Leeflang have obtained an EU grant for a project, entitled DECIDE. In collaboration with the GRADE Working Group a grading system and preferred template for summarizing results will be further developed. 
We worked with the Cochrane Consumer Network to develop plain language summaries (PLS) of DTA reviews for consumers. This work, however, has yet not led to a satisfactory template for PLSs. The afore-mentioned DECIDE project will also address summaries for consumers.
Development

9. To work with the Collaboration publishers in the design and testing of publication software

We advised the Collaboration publishers regarding the format of published Cochrane DTA reviews and contributed to the testing of publication software.
DISSEMINATION AND IMPLEMENTATION

Dissemination
We will continue to update Cochrane colleagues about DTA issues by giving presentations to various target groups at Colloquia and other relevant Cochrane meetings. 
All CESU members contributed extensively to two conferences regarding methods for DTA studies (including systematic reviews) in Birmingham and will continue to contribute to the scientific advancement of methods for DTA.

We will apply our DTA experiences for teaching purposes, e.g. master of science courses, to further disseminate DTA methods.
UKSU has agreed to maintain the SRDTA webpage at which the ongoing DTA activities are presented. 
Prof Patrick Bossuyt produced a report ‘Developing evidence‐based reimbursement recommendations for tests and markers’ for the Dutch Health Insurance Council. This report is heavily based on Cochrane DTA work and Cochrane standards and provides a framework that can serve as guidance in supporting decisions about tests and markers. The report (from page 40 onwards in English) is available at http://www.cvz.nl/binaries/content/documents/cvzinternet/nl/documenten/rapporten/2011/rpt1101-medische-tests.pdf.
Finally, three ex-CESU members have become editor of the Cochrane DTA Editorial Team and one ex-member is regular peer-reviewer of new Cochrane DTA protocols and reviews. This work ensures continuous dissemination of our views of how to conduct DTA reviews that are clinically meaningful and useful. 
Implementation

Funding has been awarded by the CCSG to train the North-American CRGs to get them up to speed with the preparation of Cochrane DTA reviews (workshop has been held in June, 2011) and to continue regular training of authors, methodologists and information specialists. These training workshops will be run by (former) members of UKSU and CESU and people of the DTA Working Group.

The DTA Working Group considers the first phase (Planning and Implementation) of Cochrane DTA activity completed. The Collaboration now needs to move forward into the medium to long term Consolidation and Production Phase. This can be achieved by the formation of a formal DTA entity within The Cochrane Collaboration. This entity should replace the initial interim structure of the DTA Working Group, the DTA Editorial Team and DTA Regional Support Units with a fully international permanent Cochrane Entity. The chances of obtaining external funding for such an entity are currently unclear. To date, however, no funding from The Collaboration needs to be requested (apart from funds for DTA training which already have been awarded to the Training Working Group). 
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FUNDING 

The funding was sufficient to enable CESU to deliver almost all products. Developing various templates for presenting the results of DTA reviews and plain language summaries for consumers turned out to be too large projects (projects on its self). 
YOUR VIEWS

We do hope that funding will be obtained for a new Cochrane DTA entity to ensure the continuation of the Collaboration’s leading and standard setting DTA activities. 
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