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Evidence Aid - Update
Prepared by Mike Clarke for The Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group 
(September 15 2010)

Following the allocation earlier this year of £25,000 by the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group and a £20,000 donation from Wiley-Blackwell to support a co-ordinator to work on Evidence Aid for one year, I have had several discussions about this appointment. My current, preferred option is for this person to be based within Trinity College Dublin in Ireland, ideally in the Centre for Global Health (http://www.global-health.tcd.ie/about/). The Centre has agreed to host this person, if a suitable candidate can be identified. I hope that this will happen during October 2010, at which time an advisory infrastructure will be put in place for Evidence Aid. The keys tasks for the co-ordinator will be to conduct a needs assessment with relevant agencies and to establish good communication with these agencies; to map their needs to existing output of The Cochrane Collaboration and other sources of systematic reviews; to develop relationships with other providers of relevant evidence from outside health care; to work with Wiley-Blackwell to build an online collection of evidence; and to identify potential sources of sustainable funding for Evidence Aid.
Placing the person within the Centre for Global Health would position the person within a team that has experience of development issues, resource poor settings and the challenges of working with NGOs and other agencies. It would also facilitate the expansion of Evidence Aid into areas beyond health care, by providing opportunities for closer engagement with other disciplines and professions of relevance to disaster risk reduction, disaster planning and disaster response; such as those involved in the provision of shelter, infrastructure support, communications, etc. I am preparing an article for consideration by the Lancet on the need for systematic reviews beyond health care and will highlight disaster risk reduction, planning and relief as one of the areas that would benefit from this.
Over the last couple of months, a small planning group comprising representatives of Wiley-Blackwell, Nick Royle and myself have met a few times. This prepared the groundwork for our collaboration and led to the production of a video about Evidence Aid by the Wiley-Blackwell media team (principally, Julia Lampam). This was launched at the Wiley-Blackwell Annual General Meeting in August. It was placed in the Wiley section on YouTube shortly thereafter and Nick announced the video to The Cochrane Collaboration at the start of September. It will be launched more formally at the Keystone Colloquium, along with printed information about Evidence Aid, how to get involved, etc; and news about improved access to Cochrane reviews in the world’s poorest countries. The video features filmed comments from Luis Gabriel Cuervo, Sally Green, Prathap Tharyan, Nick and myself as well as representatives of Wiley-Blackwell (including Deborah Wiley). It includes the new logo for Evidence Aid, designed by Wiley-Blackwell.
I have had discussions about potential sources of the substantial funding that is needed for Evidence Aid and hope to continue these in the coming months. My ability to do so will be enhanced by the appointment of the coordinator. For example, I have already met with Andy Robinson, Deborah Pentesco-Gilbert and Bob Campbell from Wiley-Blackwell with a view to the involvement of other publishers and funders as formal partners in Evidence Aid. That meeting also raised the idea of a journal dedicated to reviews relevant disasters risk reduction, planning and relief. I am also working with Dónal O’Mathúna, Institute of Ethics & School of Nursing and Professor Bert Gordijn, Institute of Ethics, Dublin City University on a workshop on bioethics in the context of disasters. We have secured approximately £12,000 of funding from the Brocher Foundation (www.brocher.ch) and £5,000 from Porticus UK (porticusuk.com) for travel and accommodation for 16 speakers from around the world (including four from low- and middle-income countries) and the workshop will be hosted free of charge at the Brocher Convention Centre on the shores of Lake Geneva on April 4-5 2011. I have also had discussions with the Health Protection Agency in the UK about support for Evidence Aid and two people have come forward who would like to undertake PhDs in topics of relevance to Evidence Aid, for which they would seek independent funding.
We have not moved the whole content of Evidence Aid from the old Cochrane Collaboration website to the new cochrane.org, as this material will be subject to a major redesign after the needs assessment and with input from the web designers at Wiley-Blackwell. However, following a suggestion from Harriet MacLehose (and a large amount of work by her), a Special Collection of Cochrane Reviews relevant to safe water and water-borne diseases was assembled in response to the devastation caused by the recent floods in Pakistan.
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