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CORE FUNDED PROGRAMMES UPDATE: STEERING GROUP MEETING, KEYSTONE, 2010  [image: image1.png]



	CURRENT RFP-FUNDED PROJECTS 

	Title of project
	Principle Investigator
	Budget
	¤
	Principal Cochrane entity and contractual partner
	Contract start date

	Contract end date
	Notes

	Opportunities Fund 2009/10 (20091812)

	Cochrane Africa Editing Skills Workshop
	Taryn Young
	14,195 
	GBP
	South African Cochrane Centre
	June 2010
	June 2011
	Workshop to be held in Cape Town, September 2010

	Extrapolation:  Applying the results from Cochrane Reviews to whom, when, and how?
	Mark Petticrew
	14,950 
	CAD
	The Ottawa Centre for Population Health Research on behalf of the Campbell and Cochrane Equity Methods Group
	August 2010
	December 2011
	

	How Empty are Empty Reviews? Developing Guidelines for the Discussion of Excluded Studies
	Paul Montgomery
	22,400
	GBP
	The University of Oxford and the University of Utah on behalf of the  Cochrane Developmental Psychosocial and Learning Problems Group
	July 2010
	October 2011
	

	Hybrid machine/human translation vs. machine translation vs. human translation of Cochrane abstracts and Plain Language Summaries
	Phillipe Ravaud
	28,500
	EUR
	The French Cochrane Centre
	July 2010
	April 2011
	

	Evidence-based Clinical Answers in respiratory child health (previously known as PICOs in respiratory child health)
	Terry Klassen
	21,500
	CAD
	University of Alberta on behalf of the Cochrane Child Health Field
	October 2010
	October 2011
	Delayed start date due to Terry Klassen moving universities

	OPPORTUNITIES FUND 2008 (20081708)

	A Course for Cochrane Statisticians Addressing Advances in Meta-Analytical Techniques
	Doug Altman
	16,500
	GBP
	University of Oxford, on behalf of the Statistical Methods Group
	November 2009
	November 2010
	Course held at UK and Ireland Cochrane Contributors’ meeting, 2-3 March 2010. Final report in preparation

	Evaluation of The Cochrane Collaboration’s Risk of Bias Tool
	Jonathan Sterne
	29,354
	GBP
	University of Bristol, on behalf of the Bias Methods Group
	September 2009
	December 2010
	Final report in preparation

	Cochrane Training: Developing a Core Collection of Approved Training And Support Materials
	Steve McDonald
	48,997
	AUD
	Monash University, on behalf of the Australasian Cochrane Centre
	November 2009
	November 2010
	 

	CURRENT CORE-FUNDED PROJECTS (OTHER) 

	DTAS (Australia): Extension Agreement: Register of reports of Diagnostic Test Accuracy Studies
	Jonathan Craig
	77,830
	AUD
	The Cochrane Renal Group
	November 2008
	October 2010
	 

	CESU (Europe): Extension Agreement: Continental European Support Unit for Cochrane entities conducting Diagnostic Reviews of Test Accuracy 
	Rob Scholten
	49000 (+ 28,000 surplus)
	EUR
	Academisch Medisch Centrum, on behalf of the Dutch Cochrane Centre
	November 2008
	October 2010
	 

	Development and installation of the Cochrane Register of Studies
	The CRS Project Board
	252,050 + VAT 
	GBP
	The Cochrane Collaboration
	January 2010
	June 2011
	Ongoing costs (server leasing, maintenance etc) will be in addition to the cost stated here

	Training and capacity building for Summary of Findings (SoF) Tables 
	Holger Schünemann
	20,000
	GBP
	McMaster University, on behalf of the Co-Eds Methods Working Group 
	November 2009
	February 2011
	 




	COMPLETED RFP-FUNDED PROJECTS

	OPPORTUNITIES FUND 2006 (20061101)

	Developing and evaluating a Plain Language Summary template for Cochrane Reviews
	Claire Glenton
	16,954
	GBP
	Norwegian Branch of the Nordic Cochrane Centre 
	The aim of this project was to produce a broadly accepted, precise format for Plain Language Summaries (PLS), and to develop clear guidelines for how to write them. The project team explained in their final report that by the end of the project, a new format for the PLS had been developed and its usefulness evaluated for four Cochrane Reviews in English, Norwegian and Spanish.

The Cochrane Editorial Unit have been forwarded the final report and have been asked to consider the project’s findings when addressing the presentation of Cochrane Reviews, which is on their task list for the coming year.

	RGC (now ME) induction and mentoring programme
	Jessica Thomas
	16,100
	GBP
	Pain, Palliative and Supportive Care Review Group
	The ME pilot mentoring programme began in January 2008 and involved the first five new MEs to commence in the role from then on. It concluded after they had been mentored in their new post, in June 2009. Unspent funds at the conclusion of the project have been used to continue the programme for new MEs. The Training Working Group has taken this model and will be expanding it to other entity staff as part of their programme of work.

	Making Cochrane Reviews more accessible to policy makers
	John Lavis
	23,421
	GBP
	McMaster University, on behalf of EPOC and the Canadian Cochrane Centre
	For the purpose of this project, policy relevant reviews were defined as reviews of the effects of alternative governance, financial and delivery arrangements within which programs, services or drugs are provided. Reviews of the effects of particular programs, services or drugs were excluded.

This project had three main aims:

1. To determine how best to identify policy relevant Cochrane Reviews to be included in monthly updates of a database of policy relevant reviews (Health Systems Evidence: a collaboration between McMaster University and the Canadian Cochrane Centre ),
2. To develop and evaluate the inter-rater reliability of alternative approaches to categorizing policy relevant Cochrane Reviews using policymaker-friendly terminology; 

3. To develop guidance about the presentation of decision-relevant information in policy relevant Cochrane Reviews and an implementation strategy for this guidance.
Since the final report was submitted, the project team have:
1. Continued to update Health Systems Evidence, which is now done monthly (to correspond to the new publication frequency of The Cochrane Library), and dramatically improved its functionality;
2. Continued to refine the taxonomy of policy relevant reviews and translated it into French, Portuguese and Spanish (and search interfaces in these languages will soon be available for Health Systems Evidence);

3. Developed a tool to support assessments of the local applicability of systematic reviews, which includes looking for the types of decision-relevant information profiled here and which is available free online at: http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content/7/S1/S9; 

4. Prepared a paper that includes the findings from this study and includes guidance for how the presentation of decision-relevant information in Cochrane Reviews could be improved for policymakers, which is currently (September 2010) awaiting publication.

	Web-based training for Cochrane Review authors
	Phil Wiffen
	17,070
	GBP
	UK Cochrane Centre in collaboration with Portsmouth University
	The materials developed for this project have been adapted and utilised as part of the ‘Cochrane Training’ programme being presented to the Steering Group at its meeting in Keystone.
Negotiations are also ongoing between the UKCC and the University of Portsmouth about creating new online training modules for UK users.

	Analytical methods to guide decisions of whether, and when, to update Cochrane Reviews
	Sally Hopewell
	23,313
	GBP
	UK Cochrane Centre
	The results of this project were forwarded to the Cochrane Editorial Unit to inform their programme of work on updating Cochrane Reviews.

	OPPORTUNITIES FUND 2007 (20070801)

	Beyond the database search: developing inclusive global registers of studies 
	Alison Weightman 
	8,436
	GBP
	Cardiff University, on behalf of the Cochrane Information Retrieval Methods Group
	The development of a global register of studies is being pursued as the Cochrane Register of Studies.

	PRIORITISATION FUND (20061102)

	Piloting and evaluation of a patient-professional partnership approach to prioritising Cochrane Reviews and other research 
	Adrian Grant
	7,530
	GBP
	The University of Aberdeen, on behalf The Cochrane Incontinence Review Group
	At the Collaboration's 2009 Colloquium in Singapore, a special session was conducted to examine the success of the Prioritisation Fund projects in the context of the strategic objectives of the Fund, and to explore the lessons to be learned for guiding future prioritisation efforts across the Collaboration. A summary of the outcomes of the session can be found on the funding portal on cochrane.org and in the 2009/10 Annual Report.

Mona Nasser from the Effective Practice and Organisation of Care Review Group is coordinating the preparation of an article series on the Prioritisation Fund projects.

	Prioritisation of Cochrane Reviews for consumers and the public in low and high-income countries as a way of promoting evidence-based healthcare
	Janet Wale 
	18,100
	USD
	Cochrane Consumer Network
	

	Using practice guidelines to determine review priorities: a pilot project
	Kay Dickersin
	67,207
	USD
	Johns Hopkins University, on behalf of the US Cochrane Centre
	

	Prioritizing Cochrane Review topics to reduce the know-do gap in low and middle income countries 
	Peter Tugwell
	17,194
	GBP
	The University of Ottawa, on behalf of the Cochrane Health Equity Field
	

	Delivering on priorities: developing and implementing effective collaboration between a CRG and a Cochrane Field
	Rajan Madhok and Helen Handoll
	19,500
	GBP
	The University of Manchester, on behalf of BJMT
	

	OPPORTUNITIES FUND 2007 (20070801)

	Disseminating thousands of previously undiscovered trials
	Clive Adams 
	18,324
	GBP
	Cochrane Schizophrenia Group
	This project is being considered as part of the development of the Cochrane Register of Studies .It successfully added previously undiscovered trial reports to CENTRAL.

	A portal to breast cancer clinical trials
	Davina Ghersi 
	25,000
	GBP
	University of Sydney, on behalf of the Cochrane Breast Cancer Review Group
	This project is being considered as part of the development of the Cochrane Register of Studies. The breast cancer portal will be demonstrated at the Cochrane Exchange (the Collaboration’s exhibition space) at the Keystone Colloquium.

	Approaches to estimate and present baseline risks: recommendations for Cochrane Review Summary of Findings (SoF) tables
	Jill Hayden 
	23,433
	GBP
	Dalhousie University, on behalf of the Cochrane Back Review Group 
	The Cochrane Editorial Unit have been forwarded the final report for this project and have been asked to consider the project’s findings when addressing the presentation of Cochrane Reviews, which is on their task list for the coming year.

	Making Cochrane information accessible to people in Nigeria
	Martin Meremikwu 
	22,375
	GBP
	Nigerian Branch of the South African Cochrane Centre
	This project was highlighted as the ‘project spotlight’ in the 2009/10 Annual Report. The findings are being presented at a workshop at the Keystone Colloquium and at the Cochrane Exchange. The Consumer Network has been asked to consider how the findings may be used to produce guidelines on making Cochrane evidence more accessible to consumers worldwide.

	Continuing development and enhancement of the Cochrane Methodology Register
	Mike Clarke
	21,095
	GBP
	UKCC, on behalf of UKCC and Methodology Review Group
	This project successfully contributed to the development and enhancement of the Cochrane Methodology Register: http://cmr.cochrane.org/ http://cmr.cochrane.org/


	RECENTLY COMPLETED CORE-FUNDED PROJECTS (OTHER) 

	Chinese Randomised Controlled Trials Database
	Mingming Zhang
	50,000
	GBP
	West China Hospital, Sichuan University, on behalf of the Chinese Cochrane Centre
	The database is available to anyone on request to the Chinese Cochrane Centre. Work continues on the translation of Chinese-sourced references from Chinese into English. Please see 2009/10 Annual Report for a more detailed summary.


UPDATE SUMMARY


The proposed ‘funding initiatives’ portal on cochrane.org, as highlighted previously, is now available:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cochrane.org/about-us/awards-scholarships-funding-initiatives/funding-initiatives" �http://www.cochrane.org/about-us/awards-scholarships-funding-initiatives/funding-initiatives�. This portal will be improved and developed over the coming months to include summaries and updates of all RFP-funded projects, past and present.





The 2009/10 Annual Report highlights the findings of projects completed in the last year and summarises the aims of the most recently funded Opportunities Fund projects.


The Cochrane Register of Studies has its own Discussion Forum on cochrane.org, which is also the place to find updates on the project, including issues of the Project Board Bulletin: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cochrane.org/forum/cochrane-register-studies-crs/invitation-comment-cochrane-register-studies-screen-functionalit" �http://www.cochrane.org/forum/cochrane-register-studies-crs/invitation-comment-cochrane-register-studies-screen-functionalit�


Project final reports continue to be submitted to the Co-Chairs of the Steering Group, Chief Executive Officer and Editor in Chief. All reports must be submitted on the Final Report Form.








