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3. Purpose of paper

This paper briefly outlines activities undertaken by the Trials Search Co-ordinators’ (TSCs’) Executive Group during the period March - September 2010. 

4. Urgency

Low.

5. Access

Open.

6. Background

The purpose of the Trials Search Co-ordinators’ (TSCs’) Executive is to facilitate communication between TSCs, the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group (CCSG) and the Editor in Chief (EiC).
7. Membership of the TSCs’ Executive

The TSCs’ remit was modified in April 2010 to limit the number of TSCs on the Executive to eight members; it was agreed that the TSCs’ representative on the Monitoring and Registration Committee (MaRC) should also be a member of the TSCs’ Executive.

The current members of the TSCs’ Executive are: Karen Blackhall, Michelle Fiander, Ruth Foxlee, Lynn Hampson, Gail Higgins (Convenor), Carol Lefebvre, Samantha Roberts (Co-Convenor) and Marian Showell (TSCs’ representative on the MaRC).
Elizabeth Pienaar and Rachel Couban completed their terms and stepped down in April 2010; Jo Abbott resigned from her position as TSC in May and also stepped down; Deirdre Beecher (Co-Convenor) resigned for personal reasons in July 2010, and Samantha Roberts agreed to take on the role of  Co-Convenor.

Three other members of the TSCs’ Executive are due to step down during the Keystone Colloquium in October 2010: Karen Blackhall, Ruth Foxlee and Lynn Hampson. A call will be put out to all TSCs via the TSCs’ mailing list in September 2010 to replace these three members.  
8. Meetings of the TSCs’ Executive since October 2009

Teleconferences were held on 7 December 2009, 19 April 2010 and 19 August 2010.

A face–to-face meeting has been scheduled during the Keystone Colloquium.

9. The Cochrane Training Working Group (TWG)
In April 2010 the TWG met over two days in Oxford, UK. Lynn Hampson attended from the TSCs’ Executive; as a result of this meeting a proposal for an Induction and Mentoring programme for new TSCs has been finalised and will be put to the Steering Group in Keystone as part of a wider proposal from the TWG for the development and implementation of a Collaboration-wide training programme.

10. Cochrane Register of Studies
Members of the TSCs’ Executive continue to be involved in the development of the Cochrane Register of Studies; Ruth Foxlee and Gail Higgins are members of the CRS Project Board; Lynn Hampson and Carol Lefebvre are members of the CRS Advisory Group. 
Gail Higgins and Ruth Foxlee have been involved in developing set fields for records within the CRS, along with considerable input from those TSCs who have study-based registers or quasi study-based registers. Draft 4 of this document has just been completed and sent to the CRS Project Board.

11. Processing and publication of CENTRAL
The interim measures put in place in 2006 for the production of CENTRAL remain current. The  CENTRAL matching procedure used by Wiley-Blackwell to de-duplicate records remains unchanged (records continue to be  de-duplicated by matching the title and date of records). There has been no further discussion about using a new matching algorithm based on title, year and page number matching. Wiley-Blackwell has provided data using the output of four CRG submissions (STROKE, RENAL, PREG, WOUNDS) showing the difference in the use of both algorithms. The data provided are difficult to interpret but it appears that while the current algorithm incorrectly de-duplicates some records, resulting in valid records not being published, the proposed new algorithm creates many duplicate records. At the last TSCs’ Executive teleconference, it was agreed that the possible changes to the matching algorithm be shelved for the time being and revisited later in light of possible changes to processing when the CRS is up and running.
There have been three Specialized Register and Handsearch submissions since February 2010. Details for the first two are below (figures are not yet available for Submission 4 2010):
	ISSUE 2 2010
	

	No. of register submissions (Groups n=51)
	42

	No of register submissions (Fields n=13)
	4

	Total no. of register submissions (Groups and Fields n=59)
	46

	Total number of handsearch submissions (Groups, Fields and Centres)
	8

	 Total number of submissions (registers and handsearch records) 
	54

	Total no of SR records submitted
	446,025

	Total no of handsearch records submitted
	2,669


	ISSUE 3 2010
	 

	Number of register submissions (Groups n=50)
	42

	Number of register submissions (Fields n=13)
	2

	Total number of register submissions (Groups and Fields n=59)
	44

	Total number of handsearch submissions (Groups, Fields and Centres)
	5

	Total number of submissions (both registers and handsearch records) 
	49

	Total no of SR records submitted
	474,759

	Total no of handsearch records submitted
	2881


12. Other matters
Other matters discussed by the TSCs’ Executive:

· Organisation of TSC resources on cochrane.org: Samantha Roberts has kept the TSCs’ Executive up to date on developments in this area.

· The new TSCs’ discussion forum on the cochrane.org Intranet: It was agreed that further discussion about the functionality of this list was required before considering replacing the current TSCs’ mailing list. 

· Additions to the TSCs’ Guide for Specialized Registers and Handsearch submissions: These continue to be made as and when required; latest changes (yet to be incorporated) include additional reference types for an ongoing study (listed in a trial registry), an ongoing study (not listed in a trial registry) and an electronic publication ahead of print]. The way to cite these additional reference types will be consistent with the current guidance in the Cochrane Style Guide and RevMan Help files. 

· Marian Showell (MaRC) is currently working on the 2011 Monitoring form and will provide the TSCs’ Executive with a draft of those sections relevant to TSCs.
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