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Purpose
1. This paper includes a request for funding to members of the Diagnostic Test Accuracy (DTA) Working Group to provide induction training in methods for Cochrane DTA reviews to Editorial Teams of Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs) in North America that have not been trained yet. 

Urgency
2. High (a decision of the Steering Group is required in Keystone).

Access

3. Open. 
Background
4. The UK Support Unit (UKSU) and the Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) have supported (and are still supporting) all UK and Continental Europe based CRGs that include DTA reviews in their scope, and the Back Group in Canada and the HIV/AIDS satellite in South Africa. 
5. The support units have organized “Induction training” for CRGs’ editorial staff, to get them up to speed with DTA SRs, introduce them to the editorial process, and advise them on their first review topics and titles.

6. Following induction training support units assist with the preparation of the first 1-2 DTA reviews in each CRG, assist with assessing and reviewing Title Registration Forms, maintain a Help Desk for answering ad hoc questions, and maintain the SRDTA webpage of Cochrane.org. 

7. In collaboration with the Australasian Cochrane Centre and DTA WG members from Australia, induction training has also organised for Australasian based CRGs, but no further support has been offered.   

8. In Canada a single optional training day on Cochrane reviews was added to a non-Cochrane test evaluation course, but members of only a few CRGs managed to attend.
9. In summary: to date, the editorial staff of CRGs based outside Europe and Australia have not been adequately trained in methods for Cochrane DTA reviews.
Proposals and discussion
10. We propose to organise induction training for North American based CRGs staffed by experienced members of the CESU and UKSU team. This applies to 8 CRGs and some members of the Back Review Group (see Table).

11. Deliverables: a two-day induction training event to the editorial staff and editors of 9 CRGs based in the USA and Canada. We expect that organising two events (one in Canada and one in South West USA) will be sufficient and that the various CRGs are willing and able to travel to a central location in their country.  We hope to organise and deliver this training within 6 months.   We will engage with local Cochrane Centers and entities to organise this activity so as to minimise costs.
12. We will follow the successful and well tested training module that has been delivered to other CRGs. Training will be offered to all Editorial Base staff - editors, managing editors, statisticians, trial search coordinators and researchers, and needs to be provided by individuals experienced in the clinical, methodological, software, editorial and managerial aspects of DTA reviews.  
13. Currently there is no training team in North America able to do this – although some resource of expert statistical knowledge exists, it is not adequate to provide the full breadth of training required.

14. The proposed two induction training events will complete the planning and implementation phase of Cochrane DTA reviews.

15. We have discussed this proposal and the deliverables with David Tovey, the Editor in Chief of The Cochrane Library, who fully supports this application.

Cochrane Review Groups that haven’t received induction training

1. HIV/AIDS Group (San Francisco, USA)

2. Prostatic Diseases and Urologic Cancers Group (Minneapolis, USA)
3. Inflammatory Bowel Disease and Functional Bowel Disorders Group (London, Canada)

4. Musculoskeletal Group (Ottawa, Canada)

5. Neonatal Group (Hamilton, Canada)

6. Upper Gastrointestinal and Pancreatic Diseases Group (Hamilton, Canada)

7. Effective Practice and Organisation of Care Group (Ottawa, Canada)

8. Hypertension Group (Vancouver, Canada)
9. Remaining staff members of the Back Review Group (Toronto, Canada)

Summary of recommendations

16. To complete the planning and implementation phase of Cochrane DTA reviews we recommend the CCSG to award funding to the Diagnostic Test Accuracy Working Group to provide induction training in methods for Cochrane DTA reviews to Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs) that have not been trained yet.

Resource implications
17. The required resources (see annex) amount GBP 12,000 / € 14,300 / USD 18,500 / AUD 20,100.
18. These resources cover travel costs, plus staff time for CESU members (whose Cochrane funding will have expired by this time).  Travel costs for UKSU members (but not staff time as they are currently funded) are included.

Impact statement
19. By not awarding funding, CRGs based in the USA and Canada will not be at the same level of expertise as the CRGs who have received induction training, and not be fully prepared to manage Cochrane DTA reviews.
Decision required of the Steering Group

20. To approve the recommendation of this paper.
Rob Scholten and Jon Deeks
September 10, 2010
SEE ANNEX NEXT PAGE!

Induction Training regarding the methods for a Cochrane Diagnostic Test Accuracy Review for Cochrane Review Groups
	Title
	Induction Training regarding the methods for a Cochrane Diagnostic Test Accuracy (DTA) Review for Cochrane Review Groups

	Description or purpose
	To introduce the CRGs to the structure and essential components of a Cochrane systematic review of diagnostic test accuracy and to profile how it differs from a Cochrane systematic review of interventions and published reviews of diagnostic test accuracy. 

To discuss the topic list and assist the review group to identify potential priority reviews.

To prepare the review group to manage the editorial process of a Cochrane systematic review of diagnostic test accuracy. 

	Audience
	Members of the editorial team and editors of CRGs based in Canada and USA.

HIV/AIDS Group (San Francisco, USA)

Prostatic Diseases and Urologic Cancers Group (Minneapolis, USA)

Musculoskeletal Group (Ottawa, Canada)

Effective Practice and Organisation of Care Group (Ottawa, Canada)
Neonatal Group (Hamilton, Canada)

Upper Gastrointestinal and Pancreatic Diseases Group (Hamilton, Canada)

Inflammatory Bowel Disease and Functional Bowel Disorders Group (London, Canada)
Hypertension Group (Vancouver, Canada)
Back Review Group (Toronto, Canada)

	Priority
	High

	Leader(s)
	Rob Scholten and Jon Deeks

	Group or entity responsible
	Diagnostic Test Accuracy Working Group

	Competency areas addressed
	Understand the essential parts of a Cochrane DTA review to enable participants to handle DTA protocols and reviews in their CRG

	Outcomes/outputs
	· Members and editors of 9 Cochrane Review Groups  trained

	Interim steps
	· Revise and update existing DTA workshop materials and tailor those to the needs of the individual CRG
· Run workshop
· Evaluate workshop

	Total no. of months
	4 person days for updating and adapting the course materials

16 person days for running workshop (including travelling)

	Start–finish date
	January – May 2011

	Relation with other projects 
	Continental Europe Support Unit 

	Resources 

(personnel and funds)
	4 person days for updating and adapting the course materials

16 person days for running workshops 
Venue and catering (PM)
Travel and accommodation costs
	£  12,000

	
	Annual running cost
	£  0

	Relevant documents
	

	Progress to date
	· The course has been developed and requires regular updating only. 


	
	GBP per person day
	No. of days
	GBP total

	Researcher
	425
	20
	8,500

	Travel and accommodation
	
	3,500

	
	
	Total GBP
	12,000
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