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The Cochrane Visiting Fellowship was established in 2004, resulting from the report of the Quality Improvement Manager and as part of a program to facilitate quality processes surrounding the production of Cochrane Reviews. Applications have been sought, either for the purpose of visiting another entity in order to receive or conduct training, mentoring or assistance in Cochrane processes, or to work towards process or structural improvement for The Cochrane Collaboration in general.

The Fellowship has been successful in supporting a number of important Cochrane projects, for example the establishment of the HIV/AIDs Satellite at the South African Cochrane Centre; mentoring training at the Chinese Cochrane Centre; and most recently, capacity development at the Thai Cochrane Network. In recent years, however, there have been few applications and those that have been received have not been aligned to the intent of improving Collaboration processes toward overall quality improvement.

For the past several years, well supported by the Secretariat, I have co-ordinated the Fellowship application and selection process. This resulted from my role as co-convenor of the then Quality Advisory Group. In this capacity I believe that the time for such an annual fellowship has passed, and the monies used to support this initiative would be better directed towards some of the Collaboration's more contemporary quality improvement initiatives. I remain happy to help with the Fellowship if the CCSG wishes to continue it, but do think it is time to re-evaluate the role and need for such an annual competitive process.


Professor Sally Green
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