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Purpose of paper
To request that the membership of the Thomas C Chalmers Committee be changed to comprise members drawn from the Methods Groups of The Cochrane Collaboration, rather than the current membership which is drawn from members of all entities.
Urgency

High. A decision would need to be made in April 2009 to allow time for recruitment of new members to the Committee prior to the Colloquium in Singapore in October 2009.
Access

Open.
Background

The Thomas C Chalmers Committee selects the best oral and best poster presentations on a methodological topic by an early- to mid-career researcher at each Cochrane Colloquium.  
Proposal

In the past, the Thomas C Chalmers Committee has consisted of members representative of all the entities involved in The Cochrane Collaboration. However, there has been an increase in both the number of methodological papers and the complexity of the methodology presented at each Colloquium. While this is a great strength of the Colloquia, it requires an increase in the methodological skills of the Thomas C Chalmers Committee to be able to appraise the methodological papers presented.  
We request that the membership of the Committee be increased to ten, with representatives to be drawn from the Methods Groups of The Cochrane Collaboration. Many of the methodological papers involve development of statistical methods, so we propose that at least two members represent the Statistical Methods Group. As new areas are undergoing rapid development in methods, we propose that at least two members represent the Screening and Diagnostic Tests Methods Group and one member represents the Prognosis Methods Group.

The Committee will still aim to be geographically representative of the Collaboration.
In each year, we would aim for three members of the Committee to rotate off it, and for three new members to be recruited onto it, rather than two as stated in the current terms of reference. This means that each member would serve for an average of three years. Other members of The Cochrane Collaboration would also assist in assessing the oral presentations presented at the Colloquium, as has occurred at previous Colloquia.

If this proposal is accepted, we propose that the four authors of this paper discuss the current membership of the Committee as soon as possible after the Steering Group meeting in April 2009, to discuss the required new membership of the Thomas C Chalmers Committee, and to approach the Methods Group Convenors to fill areas of methodological expertise that need to be represented on the Committee.
Summary of recommendations

That the membership be changed to consist of members of the Methods Groups of The Cochrane Collaboration and be expanded to consist of ten members. At least two members should represent the Statistical Methods Group, two members the Screening and Diagnostic Tests Methods Group, and one member the Prognosis Methods Group. We propose that this change be made prior to the Cochrane Colloquium in Singapore in October 2009.

Resource implications

There would need to be some re-organisation of the Thomas C Chalmers Committee, primarily by the current Chair of the Committee. There would also need to be agreement by the Methods Groups to nominate new members for the Committee as necessary.

Impact statement

The re-organisation of the Thomas C Chalmers Committee would allow for the appropriate methodological expertise to judge the best oral and best poster presentations at each Colloquium adequately.

 Decision required of the Steering Group
To recommend approval of a change in the membership of the Thomas C Chalmers Committee so that:


-  It consists of ten members.

-  It is representative of the Methods Groups.

-  At least two members be appointed from the Statistical Methods Group, two from the Screening and Diagnostic Test Methods Group, and one from the Prognosis Methods Group.
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