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1. Purpose of Paper

This is the fourth progress report to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group on the Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) for Diagnostic Test Accuracy Studies, as required under Section 3.3.1 of the contract between The Dutch Cochrane Centre and The Cochrane Collaboration. 

2. Urgency

Low (information only).

3. Access

Open.

4. Background

The aim of this project is to assist Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs) and Cochrane Centres, located in Continental Europe, with the implementation of methods and procedures for developing Cochrane Reviews of Diagnostic Test Accuracy (DTA). The Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) collaborates closely with the UK Support Unit (UKSU), located in Birmingham. For more information: http://srdta.cochrane.org/en/index.html 

5. Discussion

Progress is reported according to the Deliverables and Outputs, mentioned in the contract. 

Deliverables and Outputs

CRG Support

1. To work with the Continental European CRG bases as and when they are able, to bring them on line with reviews of test accuracy, helping them create topic lists and potential titles for reviews, and providing education to editorial staff in review processes for test accuracy reviews 

1.1 A document with a description of the required CRG processes / procedures with respect to test accuracy reviews. Expected delivery date: April 2008.

Completed (see previous progress reports).

2. To support Continental European CRGs, the Cochrane Back Group and the South African Satellite of the HIV/AIDS Group with question formulation, search strategies, assessment of study quality and statistical analyses, and with use of the RevMan software.
2.1 Help desk for the above-mentioned CRGs, and for Cochrane methodologists and Cochrane Centres, based in Continental Europe: second line consultancy for requests for assistance with question formulation, search strategies, assessment of study quality and statistical analyses, and with use of the RevMan software. Expected delivery date: throughout 2007-2010.
We have now regular contact with all CRGs for which we are the support unit about all aspects of DTA reviews. Most CRGs send DTA title requests to us for consultation in an early stage. This results in very fruitful discussions (with sometimes abundant e-mail traffic and even teleconferences with all people involved) and well-thought proposals for DTA reviews..
The SRDTA page on www.cochrane.org has been kept up to date. 

We have contributed to new proposals to be sent to the NCBI (PubMED) and to Elsevier (EMBASE) about indexing (and/or “tagging”) of diagnostic studies in their databases. Progress has been slow, however, because a balnce has to be found between accurate description of a DTA study and feasibility for the indexers.
2.2 Intensive support with the first above-mentioned CRGs’ 1-5 diagnostic reviews. Expected delivery date: throughout 2008-2010.
See also previous progress reports and item 2.1: we are now supporting most CRGs intensively with the execution of their first DTA reviews. 
2.3 To assist review-authors of the above-mentioned CRGs with question formulation, search strategies, methodological and statistical issues, and software support on a one-to-one basis (help desk for review authors). Expected delivery date: throughout 2008-2010.
We handled an increasing number of questions from (candidate) authors who had a very broad range of questions.
3. To organise methodological peer review of protocols and reviews of test accuracy 
3.1 Formation of a network of methodological peer reviewers. Expected delivery date: September 2008.
In 2009, the DTA Editorial Team was formed with experienced DTA editors. In addition, an increasing number of peer reviewers (methodologists, statisticians and information specialists) has been recruited. This network is still expanding to be able to cope with the increasing workload.
3.2 Checklist for methodological and statistical peer review of Cochrane reviews of test accuracy. Expected delivery date: December 2008.
A draft checklist has been developed and piloted on various pilot reviews. Due to the leave of the managing editor of UKSU, this work was interrupted. We expect to resume these activities soon and finalise the checklist. The draft checklist, however, is being used by various CRGs.
3.3 Methodological peer review of protocols and reviews of test accuracy. Expected delivery date: throughout 2007-2010.
Three CESU members are member of the DTA Editorial Team and all four CESU members are regularly involved as peer-reviewers.
The DTA Editorial Team has peer-reviewed 23 versions of draft DTA protocols and 10 versions of draft DTA reviews. Since June we use Manuscript Central for processing our peer-review. Since then, we have processed 22 manuscripts on the system (including their revisions).

Training

4. Development of training courses for (a) CRG editorial teams, (b) review authors and (c) Centre staff 
4.1 Workshop (including syllabus with power point slides, small group assignments and tools) for CRG editorial teams and Cochrane Centre staff. Expected delivery date: April 2007.
Completed (see previous progress reports). We regularly update the course materials (see also item 6.1).
4.2 Workshop (including syllabus (including syllabus with power point slides, small group assignments and tools) for Review Authors. Expected delivery date: August 2007. 
Completed (see previous progress reports). We regularly update the course materials (see also item 6.2).
5. Contribute to the development of an advanced training courses for (Cochrane) methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy

5.1 To develop, in close collaboration with UKSU, an international training course (including syllabus with power point slides, small group assignments and tools) for methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy. Expected delivery date: May 2009.
Completed (see also item 7.1). 

NB: we have recorded the presentations of one CRG induction workshop, one author workshop and the workshop for methodologists. These recordings will be typed out to serve as a starting point for a script for an e-learning course. We hope to be able to develop this e-course in the next year.
6. To run a regular programme of training courses for CRG editorial teams, Centre staff and review authors in the region
6.1 At least three workshops for Cochrane Editors, other CRG staff and Centre staff during the annual Continental European Cochrane Entities Meeting and/or the Cochrane Colloquium. Expected delivery dates: May 2007 and May 2008, October 2008.
See also previous progress reports. 

We have run a workshop for editorial teams and Centre staff involved with training in Freiburg, just before the start of the Cochrane Colloquium (pre-Colloquium workshop). 
All continental CRGs except one have received Induction training. 12 February: two German Groups (Düsseldorf); 26+27 February: three Danish Groups (Copenhagen); 16+17 March: two Italian Groups (Milan); 4+5 June: one Spanish Group (Barcelona). In addition, Mariska Leeflang gave a presentation at the annual editors meeting of the Anaesthesia Group (20 June, Copenhagen). 
Mariska Leeflang was also invited to Montreal to train Canadian CRGs (27 May 2009). There were representatives from the Neonatal Group, Back Group, Upper GI and Pancreatic Diseases Group (part of their editorial team), IBD/FBD Group, and from the Child Health Field.

In June 2009, we gave a presentation at the Continental European Cochrane Entities Meeting in Maastricht, The Netherlands, on current developments re DTA reviews.

6.2 At least three workshops for review authors (in close collaboration with a Cochrane Centre). Expected delivery dates: June 2008, June 2009 and June 2010.
In collaboration with UKSU we ran the second author workshop from 18-19 June 2009 in Amsterdam. There were 33 participants: 20 from continental Europe, six from the UK, and one from Saudi Arabia. 
In addition, appr. 30 authors and Centre staff participated in the CRG induction training workshop in Milan (16-17 March 2009). 
7. To run, in close collaboration with UKSU, an international training course for methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy
7.1 Participation in an international course for methodologists. Expected delivery date: June 2009. 
This workshop was organised by UKSU from 6-8 July in Birmingham. Two members of CESU contributed. There were 41 participants from various Cochrane entities (mainly CRGs). 
Tools
8. Creation of an instruction manual and tutorials for the new Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software

8.1 Beta-testing of RevMan 5 – Report of the evaluations. Expected delivery date: January 2007.
Completed (see previous progress reports).

8.2 Contribution to the instruction manual for the new Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software (RevMan User Guide). Expected delivery date: August 2007.
Completed (see previous progress reports).

8.3 Tutorial for the new Diagnostic Accuracy RevMan software (similar to current RevMan 4.2 exercise). Expected delivery date: September 2008.
The RevMan DTA tutorial is now being tested by external (non-DTA) people. We hope to include the tutorial soon in RevMan 5. In the meantime the draft tutorial is available on request. 
9. To contribute to the Diagnostic Accuracy Reviewers’ Handbook

9.1 Detailed review of the draft Handbook, including corrections and proposed amendments. Expected delivery date: January 2007 (ongoing).
Members of UKSU and CESU continue to contribute to the handbook, not only by reviewing the various chapters, but also by writing major sections. This work, however, depends on the contribution of many volunteer, and is therefore still ongoing.

9.2 To develop ways of presenting the results of DTA reviews, including Summary of Results Tables (in collaboration with the GRADE Working Group). Expected delivery date: December 2009.
Ongoing.

9.3 To work with the Cochrane Consumer Network to develop plain language summaries of DTA reviews for consumers. Expected delivery date: December 2009.
Ongoing.

Development

10. To work with the Collaboration publishers in the design and testing of publication software

10.1 Piloting and testing the software – Report of the evaluations. Expected delivery date: throughout 2008-2010.
Ongoing (see also previous progress reports).
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