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Purpose of paper

This paper briefly outlines activities undertaken by the Trials Search Co-ordinators’ (TSC) Executive Group during the period April to September 2009. 
Urgency

Low.
Access

Open.
Background

The purpose of the Trials Search Co-ordinators’ (TSC) Executive Group is to facilitate open communication between TSCs, The Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group (CCSG) and the Editor in Chief (EiC).
RFP for the Cochrane Register of Studies
The Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Cochrane Register of Studies (CRS) was launched on June 19 2009 and bids closed on July 31. Six proposals were received which are now being assessed by the CRS Development team, comprising Lorne Becker, Jonathan Craig, Ruth Foxlee and Nick Royle, and Myles Gorton and Steve Greenway from Oakleigh Consulting. Gail Higgins and Steve McDonald have also joined the assessment panel. Presentations from the bidders will be made on September 28 in London with a view to an announcement being made to the Steering Group at least during the Singapore Colloquium. 
Survey of TSC working practices
A survey of TSC working practices is underway at the time of writing this report. The survey covers demography, background and qualifications, practices in relation to keeping Specialized Registers, the support given to the Cochrane authors and the other duties carried out for the TSC's entity or home institution. It has been almost four years since the TSCs were surveyed as part of the work of the CENTRAL Vision Group (CVG) and we believe it is time to see what, if any, changes there have been in TSCs’ working practices since that survey was conducted. We also believe the latest survey fits in well with the work being done by the Cochrane Editorial Unit (CEU) in examining the Collaboration's editorial processes more generally.
Submissions to CENTRAL  
The interim measures put in place in 2006 for the production of CENTRAL remain current and the following issues have been identified: 

a)  CENTRAL matching procedure

Wiley-Blackwell and the TSCEG continue to work on the problem of records submitted for CENTRAL not being published because they are being erroneously identified as duplicates. A change to the algorithm used by Wiley-Blackwell to match duplicates has been implemented, but questions about the process remain and the issue was exacerbated recently by the publication of a whole batch of records from the years 1997 and 1998. It would appear that the vast majority of these had already been published in CENTRAL but for 2009 Issue 3 were all flagged as new. A meeting between TSCEG members and Wiley-Blackwell team members is scheduled during the Singapore Colloquium to discuss this and other issues related to the matching algorithm.

b)  Specialized Register submissions from Cochrane Review Groups
As noted previously, submissions rates remain stable (65-75%). Specialized Registers were submitted by 39 CRGs (76%) for 2009, Issue 4. 
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