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1. Purpose of paper
To report progress of the Register of Diagnostic Test Accuracy Studies to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group as required under Section 3.3 of the contract between the Cochrane Renal Group and The Cochrane Collaboration

2. Urgency: Information only.
3. Access: Open.
4. Background

The two-year contract for development of the Register was renewed on 13 November 2008 for three years. 

5. Discussion

Progress is reported (in italics) based on the Deliverables and Outputs under Schedule 1 of the Project Plan as listed below for Year 3. 
2.1 Year 3

2.1.1. Education and Training
a) Continue collaboration with UK and Continental European Support Units in development of TSC training opportunities at Colloquia and other meetings, and in developing independent learning materials.

RM presented on searching for diagnostic test accuracy studies as part of  workshop for CRGs and review authors organised by the Australasian  Cochrane Centre in March 2009.

b) Continue collaboration with authors of the Handbook Chapter 7: Searching for Studies, as required.

No action required this year.
2.1.2 Building the Register
a) Maintain contact and collaboration with members of the Reference Group, currently Julie Glanville, Mariska Leeflang, Anne Eisinga and Marie Westwood.
(see items below and under 2.1.5)

b) Continue sourcing primary DTA study records from Medline according to protocols developed in consultation with Reference Group

A further 2000 records with Sensitivity and Specificity as a MeSH term have been screened, and 193 records identified for the Register. 290 records have been assessed as “Maybe” – to be double-checked by a member of Reference Group.  
In order to speed up the addition of new studies to the Register, a new project is being developed to organise handsearching of the journal literature by Collaboration members interested in DTA studies. Journals with a high proportion of DTA studies have been identified. The process for supporting handsearchers and contributing records is being developed, and once finalised a call for volunteers will be made.
c) Continue adding studies from Cochrane and non-Cochrane reviews

This activity will be continued by students involved in the University of Sydney summer scholarship programme with the Renal Group during November 2009 to January 2010.

d) Provide/analyse data from register to support research in the field of searching for DTA studies, indexing of studies and quality.

Statistics on methodological indexing terms used, author reporting etc are being maintained and updated as new studies are added.

e) Maintain contact with those responsible for redevelopment of CENTRAL to ensure Register format is compatible.

Awaiting outcome of RFP submissions.

f) Set up process for TSCs to contribute records to the Register

To be discussed at 2009 Colloquium TSC meeting.

g) Liaise with Wiley for future inclusion of Register in Cochrane Library

Positive discussions were held with Wiley during the 2008 Colloquium. These will be continued when the Register approaches a size useful for public access (approx. 10,000 studies).
2.1.3 Coding studies
a.) Work on coding protocols, particularly for Index test and Target Condition

A list of terms used by authors is being maintained. A corresponding list of MeSH terms is now being developed. 
b) Pilot coding with a selected Review Group

This will involve developing standardised test names for commonly used tests from the topic area of the Group. Not yet undertaken
2.1.4 Support for review authors and TSCs regarding individual reviews
a) Provide advice on search strategies for individual reviews as requested.

Search strategy developed for new Renal Group title. Currently assisting 
Menstrual Disorders and Sub-fertility Group.

b) Search register for records for Cochrane reviews on request

Responded to requests from Skin Group and Multiple Sclerosis Group.
c) Peer review search strategies for Cochrane review protocols as requested

One peer review undertaken in 2009.
2.1.5 Retagging of DTA studies in MEDLINE
a) In consultation with Reference Group, prepare proposal for submission to the National Library of Medicine (NLM) on retagging of diagnostic test accuracy studies with a specific publication type.  

Draft proposal to be submitted by end 2008.

A considerable amount of time has been spent by RM and the Reference Group on this project, which has gone through several drafts. A change of tack was requested in February 2009, as it was felt by some that distinguishing DTA studies from other types of test studies would be difficult for indexers, and that we might be better to request retagging with a more general publication type, e.g. “Clinical Test Evaluation Study”. Work continues on re-drafting the proposal to reflect this.
b) In consultation with reference group, progress discussion with Elsevier   

(producers of EMBASE) re standardising the indexing of DTA studies.

Mariska Leeflang organised a meeting in March 2009 with the Elsevier representative, which was attended also by Anne Eisinga and other members of the UK and Continental European Support Units. RM has submitted a draft proposal, based on that meeting.
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