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The Croatian Branch of the Italian Cochrane Centre (CBICC) would be honoured to host the mid-year meetings for 2011 in Split, Croatia.
Benefit to the proposed host

The CBICC is a relatively new Branch of the Italian Cochrane Centre, but the ideas and efforts related to its foundation began more than two years ago and since then its popularity has been steadily increasing. Since its formal registration, a number of activities have been initiated and have received very positive feedback. In the years to come, the CBICC will continue working hard in promoting The Cochrane Collaboration in Croatia and eastern Europe. The University of Split School of Medicine has always been known for recognizing and supporting new and positive ideas such as the foundation of the CBICC. The CBICC enjoys the great support not only of the University of Split School of Medicine but also of the Ministry of Health and Social Care and the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports. The University of Split School of Medicine and the CBICC also established close contacts with journalists and politicians with an interest in health care. 
Collaboration of CBICC with Croatian Medical Journal

The Editors-in-Chief of the Croatian Medical Journal (CMJ) and its editorial team supported the founding of the CBICC and are actively involved with sponsoring and human resources in Cochrane activities in Croatia. This is tremendously helpful as CBICC can use CMJ's network of contacts and resources to advance towards fulfilment of its goals. 

Previous experience in organizing a Cochrane-related meeting

Although CBICC was formally founded only in December of 2008, we have already had our first Cochrane-related symposium. The First Croatian Cochrane Symposium was held on June 27, 2009 and it was very successful. It was attended by 75 participants from all over Croatia, several from Bosnia and Herzegovina and two from Slovakia. Lecturers from abroad were Alessandro Liberati, Lorenzo Moja, Marina Davoli from the Italian Cochrane Centre, and several lecturers from Croatia who are affiliated with the CBICC. This symposium was attended mostly by young persons who are willing to do a Cochrane review as a PhD thesis. This has been encouraged by the CBICC from the moment it was founded: we proposed to all medical schools in Croatia to adopt a Cochrane review as a masters and doctoral thesis. So far this suggestion has been adopted by two medical schools in Croatia – the University of Split School of Medicine and the School of Medicine of JJ Strossmayer University of Osijek. With this initiative we aim to raise interest for publication in The Cochrane Library in young physicians who are just starting their professional and scientific career. This idea has so far been very welcome, both among Postgraduate Education Committees and postgraduate students themselves. 
In the future we plan to hold an annual Croatian Cochrane Symposium to keep the Cochrane spirit alive and to raise awareness about the need for using and preparing Cochrane reviews in Croatia and its region. 



Convenience of travel
The meeting would take place in Split, a coastal city with a pleasant Mediterranean climate, impressive culture, long history and excellent food which are all additional motives for all of those who have never visited it to come and enjoy its beauty. It is well connected with all major European cities. All major airlines as well as several low budget companies fly into Split. We are flexible about the dates so feel free to suggest the exact meeting dates you prefer.
History of Split

Split is a beautiful historical city on the Dalmatian coast. It was founded 17 centuries ago by the Roman emperor Diocletian who built a magnificent palace on the site of Split, where he retired after his abdication (A.D. 305). This palace is at the heart of the present-day city of Split and is one of the best preserved monuments of the late Roman imperial period, with its peristil, mausoleum, temple of Jupiter, Roman walls and gates. The mausoleum of the emperor was transformed into the cathedral of Saint Dujam, patron of the city, in the 7th century. The Roman palace and the neighbouring mediaeval, renaissance and baroque city have been on the list of UNESCO sites of human cultural heritage since 1971.
Cost of travel, accommodation and meeting facilities

As a popular tourist centre, there are a number of hotels to choose from and we expect to have an even greater choice in two years’ time. Hotel prices are fairly competitive. There is an increasing offer of cheap flights, both from low-price companies and traditional airlines. The University of Split School of Medicine will provide the meeting facilities and cover the costs during meetings, including meals, and host a dinner for the Steering Group and Centre Directors.
E-mail access

High-speed internet access will be available to all participants in the School Library, as well as wireless internet throughout the Medical School building.
We very much hope that we will be given the opportunity to host this meeting.

Sincerely,
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Livia Puljak, MD, PhD
Director, Croatian Branch of the Italian Cochrane Centre
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