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1. Style and format of Colloquium

Briefly describe the style or format of Colloquium you propose to organise. (Please refer to ‘A comparison of models for Cochrane Colloquia’ at http://www.cochrane.org/colloquia/cpag/ for guidance.)

	We propose to organize a four-day Colloquium focused on ‘Evidence for improving healthcare quality and patient safety’.




2. Benefits of hosting the Colloquium

Consider why you wish to host a Colloquium. How will hosting the Colloquium benefit Cochrane activities locally and/or regionally? What are the benefits to The Cochrane Collaboration of holding the Colloquium in this location? Do you have a particular theme in mind?

	The Spanish Ministry of Health is supporting the organization of the Colloquium taking advantage of the international conference about Patient Safety that the Spanish Health Ministry organizes annually. This support permits us to be quite optimistic about the economic viability of the Colloquium.

Having the Cochrane Colloquium in Europe after two years of being outside the region will also enhance the participation of people to the event, given the high concentration of Cochrane members in Europe.




3. Timing of Colloquium

	2011 is the time convened with the Ministry, so it would be not feasible to organise (at least with the current Administration) on different dates. The Colloquium would be held in October (final dates still to be fixed). 




4. Travel and transport

	Madrid is a unique city and one of the best choices to host a conference. It is the capital of Spain, its economic, political and administrative centre, and it has the biggest international airport in the country. It enjoys a privileged geostrategic position, as it is in the centre of the Iberian Peninsula and is the natural link between Europe, America and North Africa. It has modern, high quality infrastructure and a wide range of accommodation in the area in which the Colloquium would take place. 




5. Meeting and venue facilities

	The Spanish Health Ministry offers a large venue at the Universidad Complutense, at no cost, with a plenary room with the capacity for more than 950 delegates. The University has a wide range of classrooms and meeting venues to accommodate the variety of meetings and workshops required for a Colloquium. 




6. Accommodation options

	The area around the Universidad Complutense has a wide range of accommodation of 5-star and medium range hotels. Madrid has an efficient and well connected network of public transportation that would allow participants to find accommodation in the more touristic areas. 




7. Meeting costs

	The Spanish Health Ministry is committed to contributing towards the cost of the Colloquium venue, as well as a financial contribution estimated at 130,000 €. Additional income could also be raised from the local and regional government of Madrid as well as other public institutions.




8. Conference organisers

	There are several reputable professional conference organizers in Madrid, so we are more than confident that we would get the necessary support for organising the event. 




9. Any other information

	The organization of this proposal relies on the experience that the Iberoamerican Cochrane Centre gained when organising its Colloquium in 2003. Although the co-operation with the Ministry will require us to accept some conditions, the direct benefits (the venue and the financial support), as well as the indirect benefits (with the public recognition of the aims of The Cochrane Collaboration by the Ministry) overcomes any possible inconvenience. 
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