OPEN ACCESS


Continental Europe Support Unit: second progress report 

1. Purpose of paper

This is the second progress report to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group on the Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) for Diagnostic Test Accuracy Studies, as required under Section 3.3.1 of the contract between The Dutch Cochrane Centre and The Cochrane Collaboration. 

2. Urgency

Low (for information only).
3. Access

Open.
4. Background

The aim of this project is to assist Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs) and Cochrane Centres located in Continental Europe, with the implementation of methods and procedures for developing Cochrane Reviews of Diagnostic Test Accuracy (DTA). The Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) collaborates closely with the UK Support Unit (UKSU), located in Birmingham. For more information: http://srdta.cochrane.org/en/index.html 

5. Discussion
Progress is reported according to the Deliverables and Outputs mentioned in the contract. 

Deliverables and Outputs

CRG support

1. To work with the Continental European CRG bases as and when they are able, to bring them on line with reviews of test accuracy, helping them create topic lists and potential titles for reviews, and providing education to editorial staff in review processes for test accuracy reviews. 

Deliverables and timelines

1.1 A document with a description of the required CRG processes/procedures with respect to test accuracy reviews

Expected delivery date: April 2008

In collaboration with UKSU, a description and flow chart of the required editorial processes for handling DTA reviews, and a Title Registration Form have been developed.

By the use of the website builder of the Cochrane web team, we developed a website (http://srdta.cochrane.org/en/index.html) with all the required information re DTA reviews.

2. To support Continental European CRGs with question formulation, search strategies, assessment of study quality and statistical analyses, and with use of the RevMan software.
Deliverables and timelines

2.1 Help desk for CRGs, Cochrane methodologists and Cochrane Centres, based in Continental Europe: second line consultancy for requests for assistance with question formulation, search strategies, assessment of study quality and statistical analyses, and with use of the RevMan software.
Expected delivery date: throughout 2007 and 2008

In collaboration with UKSU, a FAQ document has been produced and published on the recently developed website. 
Consultation re DTA issues has been delivered on an ad hoc basis.
Two members of CESU participated in the first induction training (of the Cochrane Gynaecological Cancer Group), delivered by UKSU (Bath, February, 2008). The CRGs whose editorial bases are located in Continental Europe have been canvassed about when they anticipate commencing the preparation of DTA reviews. A plan will be made to provide induction training of CRGs on the spot and to assist trained CRGs with the implementation of their first DTA reviews. 

One member of CESU contributed to the DTA register project (led by the Cochrane Renal Group) by screening 610 potential DTA studies for eligibility for the register. In addition, she participated in a teleconference about the future content of the register.

2.2 Intensive support with the first Continental European CRGs’ 1-2 diagnostic reviews

Expected delivery date: throughout 2007 and 2008

See also item 2.1: a plan will be made to provide induction training of CRGs on the spot and to assist trained CRGs with the implementation of their first DTA reviews. CESU also co-ordinated peer review of DTA pilot reviews (see item 3.3). We have also decided to support the Cochrane Back Group (who hosted one of the ten pilot DTA reviews and whose editorial base is shared with Amsterdam) and the South African Satellite of the HIV/AIDS Group who are very keen to start with DTA reviews and who are not included in the foreseen coverage of DTA support (UK, Continental Europe, North America and Australia).
3. To organise methodological peer review of protocols and reviews of test accuracy 
Deliverables and timelines:

3.1 Formation of a network of methodological peer reviewers

Expected delivery date: December 2007

Candidate members of the forthcoming Editorial Board of DTA reviews are being canvassed. A proposal for the board has been submitted to the CCSG for approval.
3.2 Checklist for methodological and statistical peer review of Cochrane reviews of test accuracy 

Expected delivery date: March 2008
A draft checklist has been developed and is currently being piloted on the pilot reviews. 

3.3 Methodological peer review of 5 (2007)/10 (2008) protocols and reviews of test accuracy 

Expected delivery date: throughout 2007 and 2008

Delays in the release of RevMan5 not anticipated when CESU started, have introduced delays for CRGs commencing diagnostic test accuracy reviews. Members of UKSU and CESU, however, have peer reviewed all ten protocols and some completed draft reviews of the DTA pilot. We also co-reviewed two existing DTA reviews of the Cochrane Gynaecological Cancer Group. We expect to receive the first protocols for DTA reviews in due time.
Training

4. Development of training courses for (a) CRG editorial teams, (b) review authors, and (c) Cochrane Centre staff. 

Deliverables and timelines

4.1 Workshop (including syllabus) for CRG editorial teams and Cochrane Centre staff.
Expected delivery date: April 2007 

The required materials have been developed and will be maintained and updated as required (see also item 6.1). 

4.2 Workshop (including syllabus) for Review Authors.
Expected delivery date: August 2007 

To better match the inclusion of the use of RevMan 5 and to enable CRG editorial teams to be trained first, this workshop and the development of workshop materials has been postponed (se also item 6.2). The required materials are near to completion.
5. Contribute to the development of an advanced training course for (Cochrane) methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy.
Deliverables and timelines

5.1 To develop, in close collaboration with UKSU, an international training course for methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy. 

Expected delivery date: December 2007

This workshop has been postponed to December 2008. Members of CESU will assist with the development of course materials (see also item 7.1).
6. To run a regular programme of training courses for CRG editorial teams, Centre staff and review authors in the region.
Deliverables and timelines

6.1 Two workshops for Cochrane Editors, other CRG staff and Cochrane Centre staff during the annual Continental European Cochrane Entities’ Meeting in Milan on 8 and 9 May 2008.
Expected delivery dates: May 2007 and May 2008

In May 2007, we ran a workshop at the Continental European Cochrane Entities’ Meeting in Oslo, Norway. 
In May 2008, we will update the participants of the Continental European Cochrane Entitie’s Meeting in Milan, Italy, on current developments re DTA reviews.

To better match the inclusion of the use of RevMan 5, we postponed the workshops for CRG editorial teams and Cochrane Centre staff involved in training until after the launch of RevMan 5 at the São Paulo Colloquium in October 2007. In collaboration with UKSU we ran the first workshop from 22-23 November 2007 in Amsterdam. There were 27 participants: 13 from Continental Europe, 11 from the UK, 2 from South Africa and 1 from Singapore. 
On October 2, 2008, we will run a similar workshop in Freiburg, just before the start of the Cochrane Colloquium (pre-Colloquium workshop).

Members of UKSU and CESU will participate in a half-day primer workshop for Cochrane Centre staff during the ‘Train the Trainer’ meeting in Cambridge in June 2008 (if the proposal is approved by the CCSG). After this event, we will develop a plan for further training of Cochrane Centre staff (‘Train the Trainer’ workshops).

6.2 Two workshops for review authors (in close collaboration with a Cochrane Centre) in 2007 and 2008.
Expected delivery dates: September 2007 and September 2008

We will run a two-day workshop for future authors of Cochrane DTA reviews from 19-20 June 2008 in Amsterdam.

7. To run, in close collaboration with UKSU, an international training course for methodologists in systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy.
Deliverables and timelines

7.1 Participation in an international course for methodologists 
Expected delivery date: September 2008

This workshop will be organised by UKSU in December 2008. Members of CESU will assist.

Tools

8. Creation of an instruction manual and tutorials for the new Diagnostic Test Accuracy RevMan software.
Deliverables and timelines

8.1 Beta-testing of RevMan 5 – Report of the evaluations.
Expected delivery date: January 2007 (conditional on RevMan 5 availability)

Members of CESU have further beta-tested RevMan 5. We also contributed intensively to statistical testing of the DTA parts of RevMan 5 (in collaboration with Petra MacCaskill, co-convenor of the SDMG). Bugs and errors were reported to the RevMan team. 
8.2 Contribution to the instruction manual for the new Diagnostic Test Accuracy RevMan software (RevMan User Guide).
Expected delivery date: August 2007 (conditional on RevMan 5 availability)

We have written the DTA help files for the RevMan User Guide.
8.3 Tutorial for the new Diagnostic Test Accuracy RevMan software (similar to current RevMan 4.2 exercise).
Expected delivery date: August 2007 (conditional on RevMan 5 availability)

This work will start soon. We aim to have the exercise ready in June 2008 for our review authors’ workshop. 
We have submitted a proposal for a workshop ’RevMan 5 for Cochrane Diagnostic test accuracy reviews’ for staff at Cochrane Centres and Review Group Co-ordinators during the Freiburg Colloquium. During this workshop the RevMan exercise will be demonstrated.
9. To contribute to the Diagnostic Test Accuracy Reviewers’ Handbook.
Deliverables and timelines

9.1 Detailed review of the draft Handbook, including corrections and proposed amendments.
Expected delivery date: January 2007

Members of UKSU and CESU have contributed extensively to the Handbook, not only by reviewing the various chapters, but also by writing major sections. 

Development

10. To work with the Collaboration’s publishers in the design and testing of publication software.
Deliverables and timelines

10.1 Piloting and testing the software – Report of the evaluations

Expected delivery date: depends on the software availability.
This work is still in progress. In September 2007, members of UKSU and CESU had a meeting with representatives of the Collaboration’s publishers to discuss the requirements for the publication of DTA reviews. 

Rob Scholten
Dutch Cochrane Centre/Continental Europe Support Unit for Cochrane diagnostic test accuracy reviews (CESU)
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