OPEN ACCESS


Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) request for extension of funding for supporting Cochrane Diagnostic test accuracy reviews 
Purpose of paper

1. To ask that the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group (CCSG) extends the financial support for the Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) for three years.

Urgency
2. Medium: current funding expires on January 31, 2009.
Access

3. Open.

Background

4. In 2003, the CCSG approved the inclusion of Diagnostic test accuracy (DTA) reviews within the scope of The Cochrane Collaboration, with the proviso that Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs) should be provided with appropriate support for the creation of these reviews.
5. Systematic reviews of diagnostic test accuracy require substantially different methodological knowledge compared to Intervention reviews. Key differences arise in the location of literature, assessing study designs and execution, statistical analysis and interpretation of results, which require expert knowledge.

6. This expert knowledge is currently not available in most CRG editorial teams. 
7. In addition, there are too few methodologists available who are skilled in the diagnostic test evaluation field to be spread around all the CRGs.
8. In 2007, the NHS provided five-year funding to the UK Support Unit (UKSU) (total amount of 1400K GBP) to assist UK CRGs and the UK Cochrane Centre with the implementation of methods and procedures for developing Cochrane DTA reviews.

9. In 2006, the CCSG provided two-year funding to CESU (total amount of 200K€) to assist CRGs and Cochrane Centres, located in Continental Europe, with the implementation of methods and procedures for developing Cochrane Diagnostic test accuracy (DTA) reviews. 
10. The funding to CESU expires on January 31, 2009.

11. CESU agreed – in collaboration with UKSU –on a number of deliverables which have been or will be accomplished before the funding expires (see separate paper to the CCSG: CESU second progress report). 
12. The installation of support units turned out to be a major step forward to assist CRGs. 

Proposal and discussion
13. We ask the CCSG to extend the funding to the CESU for three years at a lower level than is currently provided (total requested amount €148,500). 

14. Reasons for asking for this extension are as follows:
· Delays in the release of RevMan5 not anticipated when the first funding was provided have introduced knock-on delays for CRGs commencing DTA reviews.

· A lower level of support provision is appropriate as the initial investment has focused on the creation of training and support materials, software testing and completion of the Handbook. These activities will not require support beyond the end of the initial contract.

· CRGs encounter major obstacles that inhibit them from adding DTA reviews to their portfolio. There is clearly a need for prolonged support of CRGs to invest in infrastructure and methodological support. 

· Both UKSU and CESU encounter a great demand from CRGs, Cochrane Centres and review authors for support with the execution and implementation of Cochrane DTA reviews.

· The demand for training superseded our capacity. Increasingly intensive training sessions will be required for CRG editorial staff, Cochrane Centre staff and review authors.
 
· CRGs ask us not only to support them but also to support review authors on a one-to-one basis, which was not included in the original project proposal.
15. Deliverables (additional to the original deliverables)
Support
· Over the next three years, to work with the Continental European CRG editorial bases when possible, to bring them further into line with DTA reviews, helping them create topic lists and potential titles for reviews, providing continuous education to editorial staff in review processes for DTA reviews, and helping them to implement the preparation and publication of Cochrane DTA reviews.

· In addition to the Continental European CRGs we will also support the Cochrane Back Group who hosted one of the ten pilot DTA reviews and whose editorial base is shared with Amsterdam, and the South African Satellite of the HIV/AIDS Group who turned out to be very keen to start with DTA reviews and who are not included in the foreseen coverage of DTA support (UK, Continental Europe, North America and Australia).

· To support each CRG in the preparation of at least five DTA reviews.
 
· To assist review authors with question formulation, search strategies, methodological and statistical issues, and software support on a one-to-one basis (Help desk for review authors).

· To maintain and intensify methodological and statistical peer review of protocols and reviews (membership of the DTA Editorial Board).
Training

· To intensify and run a regular training programme for CRGs, review authors and Cochrane Centre staff (future trainers).
 
· To contribute further to international training courses for methodologists in DTA reviews.
Development

· To contribute further to research work to develop methodological aspects of DTA reviews.

· To develop ways of presenting the results of DTA reviews, including summary of results tables (in collaboration with the GRADE Working Group).

· To work with the Cochrane Consumer Network (CCN) to develop plain language summaries of DTA reviews for consumers.

· To work in collaboration with the Screening and Diagnostic Tests Methods Group and the Cochrane DTA Working Group in contributing to the further development of DTA reviews across the work of the Collaboration.

16. Required budget
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Total

Statistician 0.3 FTE (salary+employer costs) 
€24,000
€25,000
€26,500
€75,500


Methodologist 0.4 FTE (salary+employer costs)
€20,000
€21,000
€22,000
€63,000


Travel and subsistence
€5,000
€3,500
€1,500
€10,000


Total
   €49,000
€49,500
€50,000
€148,500

(Equivalents in other currencies (overall total): 113 K GBP; 228 K USD; 245 K AUD) 

Summary of recommendations

17. It is recommended that the CCSG directs funds to continue the support of CESU.
Resource implications

18. The costs for extending the funding to CESU will amount to €148,500 over three years. 
Impact statement

19. Without further resources, the support of continental European CRGs cannot proceed further. This would have large opportunity costs in terms of enthusiasm, and the investment of many involved in this work is likely to be lost.

Decision required

20. The CCSG is asked to award €148,500 for extension of the financial support for the Continental Europe Support Unit (CESU) for three years.

Patrick Bossuyt, Jon Deeks and Rob Scholten,
Dutch Cochrane Centre/Continental Europe Support Unit 
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