OPEN ACCESS


	Cochrane Collaboration Discretionary Fund Expenditure



	Date


	Amount


	Entity 
	Application funded for

	November 2000


	£2060
	Nordic Cochrane Centre
	Printing RevMan 4.1

	March 2001


	£1000
	Statistical Methods Group
	Statistical Issues course, 

Oxford, July 2001 
(1st instalment)



	Total (2000/01)


	£3060
	

	May 2001
	£1000
	Statistical Methods Group
	Statistical Issues course, 

Oxford, July 2001 

(2nd instalment)



	July 2001

	£744
	French 

Cochrane Centre


	Françoise Martin’s work 
for the Lyon Colloquium

 

	Total (2001/2002)


	£1744
	

	April 2002


	£750


	Nordic 
Cochrane Centre


	Testing of RevMan Analyses software 
by the 
University of Liverpool



	June 2002


	£2000
	Cancer Network


	Legal fees to establish ‘AidCancer’



	February 2003


	£1339
	Consumer Network
	Laptop computer and 
mailing to all CN members



	March 2003


	£2000
	Pregnancy and Childbirth Group
	Evaluation of the work of the
Pregnancy and Childbirth Group 
Consumer Panel



	Total (2002/2003)


	£6089
	

	September 2003


	£633
	Consumer Network
	Contribution towards legal fees 



	
February 2004

	£1520
	Acute Respiratory 
Infections Group
	Dr Sreekumaran Nair’s attendance at Statistics and Meta-Analysis in Cochrane Reviews course, Melbourne, and  visit to ARI editorial base, Brisbane.



	March 2004 


	£1056
	Canadian Cochrane Centre and Network
	France Légaré’s expenses to attend the French speaking network meeting 
in Paris, France




	Total (2003/04)


	£3209
	

	September 2004


	£3019
	Christian Medical College, Vellore, India
	Exploratory meeting to establish a 
South Asian Cochrane Network



	Total (2004/05)


	£3019
	

	September 2005
	£2503


	The entities of the following RGCs: June Cody, Jane Cracknell, Tina Leonard, Ruth Mitchell, Megan Prictor, Narelle Willis


	CRG Procedures Collection 
Working Party 
(for provision of ‘good practice’ 
examples of editorial process)



	November 2005 


	£1355
	South African 
Cochrane Centre


	Evaluation of the HIV/AIDS 
Mentoring Programme

	November 2005 


	£3070
	Acute Respiratory 
Infections Group


	Updating the evidence on 
interventions for avian ‘flu

	November 2005 


	£500
	UK Cochrane Centre
	Research project on 
‘Implications for research’ 
in Cochrane Reviews



	January 2006 


	£596
	Colloquium Policy Advisory Group
	Pilot project to make Colloquium presentations available on the Collaboration website.

 

	March 2006 


	£425
	South African

Cochrane Centre
	Additional funds for evaluation of the 
HIV/AIDS Mentoring Programme.
(Note: Only applied for £1355 initially.)



	March 2006 


	£3000
	Statistical Methods Group
	Dissemination of statistical and methodological expertise to individuals and entities in South and Central America and South Asia



	March 2006 

(claimed in May/June)
	£2394
	Co-ordinating Editors’ executive
	Participation in special brainstorming session on prioritisation, 

Khon Kaen, April 2006.



	March 2006 


	£1520*
	Argentinean branch of the Iberoamerican Cochrane Centre


	Global meeting to discuss free access to 
The Cochrane Library in Latin America.

	Total (2005/06)


	£15,363
	


NOTE: This table shows the total costs to the Collaboration, including bank charges on international transfers of funds. 


* This amount  had not yet been claimed by 25 September 2006. 

Extract from The Cochrane Manual

2.4.1
Discretionary Fund

In October 2000 the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group decided to allocate monies to set up a small discretionary fund. This was initially limited to a total expenditure of £10,000 per year, with a ceiling of £2000 to any one applicant, and the total expenditure was raised to £15,000 per year, with a ceiling of £3000 to any one applicant, in October 2003. Members of The Cochrane Collaboration are eligible to apply for small amounts of funds to facilitate important activities within the organisation. The following criteria will guide such decisions:

1.
Focus on 'core' functions - The proposal should: (a) focus on core functions of Collaboration activity, particularly the production, maintenance and dissemination of high quality reviews, and (b) be made by a Cochrane entity. (Advisory Groups to the Steering Group may also apply to this Fund.)

2.
Gain to the Collaboration - The proposal should promise significant gain to all or part of the Collaboration.

3.
Collective benefit - The potential benefit of the proposal should not focus on a single entity but apply across a number of entities (for example, by co-ordinating activities).

4.
Likelihood of success - The proposal should have a high likelihood of meeting its aims within the agreed budget. 

5.
Alternative sources of funding - The proposal should not have an obvious and readily accessible alternative source of funding available.

6.
Cost of not funding - There should be judged to be a significant loss of advantage to the Collaboration if the proposal is not funded.

7.
Long-term continuity - Because discretionary funds will not be available on a recurrent basis, there should be some plan for continuity of funding and support if this will be necessary.

It is accepted that applications will rarely meet all these criteria; however, applicants are asked to consider all seven criteria when applying.
 

Applications


(a) A brief application for funding should be sent to the Cochrane Collaboration Secretariat (secretariat@cochrane.org), based upon the seven criteria listed above. The application should include details of the timeline and a description of the deliverables. The Secretariat is responsible for forwarding applications to the Executive of the Steering Group. 


(b) Applications should state clearly the amount of money being requested. 


(c) The Executive will take the final decision, requesting additional information from the applicant(s) as necessary. 


(d) Successful applicant(s) will be required to provide a report of a maximum of 500 words to The Cochrane Collaboration Secretariat (secretariat@cochrane.org) within three months of spending their award. This report will be shared with the Steering Group and might be made available to other people if judged appropriate by the Steering Group. 


(e) Patterns of application and expenditure will be reported to the Steering Group every six months. 
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