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The UK Cochrane Centre (UKCC) will make its last submission of the Cochrane Methodology Register (CMR) to The Cochrane Library in May 2012, when, in accordance with the UKCC’s workplan, its work on CMR will stop.

This proposal is to transfer responsibility for CMR from the UKCC to the All-Ireland Hub for Trials Methodology Research at the Centre for Public Health in Queen’s University of Belfast, Northern Ireland and requests funding from The Cochrane Collaboration to support the core maintenance of CMR for one year from 1 June 2012. The work set out in this proposal would:
· Allow CMR to be updated at a basic level and submitted every three months for publication in The Cochrane Library (see Appendix)
· Allow the enhancement of CMR which was approved by the Steering Group in October 2011 when it was agreed to provide funding for one year for the “Development and enhancement of the Cochrane Methodology Register”. The award is pending the replacement for the UKCC’s core maintenance work. If this proposal is accepted, the award will be activated on June 1 2012.
· Ensure that CMR remains an up-to-date resource for articles to be prepared as part of the 20th Anniversary celebrations for The Cochrane Collaboration, including the activities related to publications and conferences in 2013.
· Provide a window of opportunity for The Cochrane Collaboration to decide on the future publication of CMR as an element of its output, taking account of discussions at the April 2012 meetings in Paris, the preparation of the request for proposals for a new publishing arrangement and the negotiation of that arrangement.

· Provide a stable basis for further funding to be sought for CMR, which would aim to strengthen its integration with other sources of information on research into the methods of systematic reviews and other evaluations of interventions and to improve its functionality for users.
The funding requested for the core maintenance of CMR reflects the activities in the Appendix and the level of costs that were included in the successful proposal (“Development and enhancement of the Cochrane Methodology Register”); namely 20% of the costs of a grade 6 information specialist (100% costs: £35,775 including national insurance and superannuation) and 80 hours per month for the handsearching of journals and other records (at £10.66 per hour). The costs of these components for one year are £7155 and £10,234, respectively, coming to a total of £17,389.
The core maintenance for CMR and the development and enhancement work would be undertaken within the All-Ireland Hub for Trials Methodology Research, which receives core funding from the Medical Research Council in the UK. It is the home of the editorial base of the Cochrane Methodology Review Group but it is important to note that, although some of the records in CMR are relevant to Cochrane Methodology Reviews, the CMR is not the specialized register for this Group and the vast majority of the content of CMR is not eligible for these reviews.
If this proposal is not accepted, the version of CMR that is submitted for The Cochrane Library in May 2012 will remain unchanged unless The Cochrane Collaboration identifies an alternative mechanism to update it.

Appendix: Core maintenance activities for the Cochrane Methodology Register

This is based on the experience of the UK Cochrane Centre since responsibility was transferred to it from the Oslo Branch of the Nordic Cochrane Centre in 1999.

Handsearching

· Prospective search of 35 journals 

· Prospective search of abstracts from the annual Cochrane Colloquium
· Check of the included and excluded studies in each newly completed Cochrane Methodology Review

Electronic searching

· Some specific topic-based and author searches on an ad hoc basis

Methods Groups and other experts (e.g. author networking)

· Consider suggestions for included studies from Cochrane Methods Groups and other expert sources

Help File

· Update Help File for online publication, to coincide with each quarterly submission of records

· Send this updated Help File to the publisher for online publication every quarter

Coding records for CMR

· Apply appropriate codes from standardized list of codes to each new record 

· Link abstract records to records of full publications where identified

Submissions of CMR

· Prepare records (download electronic records from PubMed where available, hand enter remainder, add standardized coding, edit records) to match publisher’s requirements in reference management software; import new records into MeerKat (Master File); export entire dataset as tagged text file; and submit to the publisher for The Cochrane Library in accordance with the quarterly deadline

· Send entire dataset as a MeerKat file together with the updated Help File to The Cochrane Collaboration web team for quarterly publication on Cochrane.org
