Item 25
OPEN ACCESS


Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of The Cochrane Collaboration
Submitted by: 
Jeremy Grimshaw, Jini Hetherington 

Date:


31 March 2012 

Purpose
This paper updates the CCSG on progress and is for information only.
Urgency 
Low.
Access 
Open. 

Background
In 2013, The Cochrane Collaboration is celebrating its 20th anniversary. We have established a 20th Anniversary Task Force to plan an Anniversary year of activities in 2013 to recognize the gains made in the work of the Collaboration, and to provide an opportunity to celebrate its growth and movement towards even greater success.  This paper briefly updates the CCSG about current progress.

Twenty-six individuals are currently involved in the Task Force from across the Collaboration. We have identified a range of activities and have established the following working groups, led by one or two convenors for each activity. 
1. Colloquium celebratory events working group (Catherine McIlwain and Prathap Tharyan, Co-Convenors)
The Centre Directors will discuss in Paris how to promote the celebrations in regional and national meetings throughout the coming year. Good ideas are being suggested, such as producing a slide show for use at such meetings. 

2. Fund-raising working group (Gerd Antes and Jeremy Grimshaw, Co-Convenors)
 To date, we have had in-kind support and funding from the Collaboration and the Canadian Cochrane Centre in terms of Jini Hetherington’s participation as Anniversary Co-ordinator, administrative support from Maria Burgess to two of the working groups, and contributions to the project of Jeremy, Mary Ellen Schaafsma and Lori Tarbett. Wiley have agreed to fund some key activities. We are developing a broader funding plan to support the activities of the various working groups, without which some of them will be unable to meet their aims.
3. Meetings and conferences working group (Jessica Thomas, Co-Convenor)
This group is encouraging entities to promote the Collaboration and their specific contributions in key specialty and regional meetings and conferences during 2013. The group has had discussions with NIHR about participation in key UK conferences during 2013.

4. Photos and artefacts archive working group (Rachel Couban and Jini Hetherington, Co-Convenors)
Jini and Kay Dickersin are in the process of scanning their substantial collections of photographs taken at Cochrane events spanning twenty years, naming the individuals in those photos, and uploading them to the website. Youping Li has been asked to do the same with her large collection. Chris Mavergames has established a web page for posting the digital archive; people will be invited to visit the page and to tag any unnamed individuals whom they recognize. We will explore adding other people’s photographs to this archive. Work is also well underway to create a digital archive of Cochrane artefacts: people will be invited to visit the online archive and volunteer to provide missing items if they can.

5. Public Relations working group (Catherine McIlwain and Lori Tarbett, Co-Convenors)
This working group is liaising with Cochrane Innovations about appropriate products and activities to promote the anniversary celebrations.

6. Publications working group (Rachel Churchill and Harriet MacLehose, Co-Convenors)
 This working group is developing a plan for a series of papers in major general medical journals (led by Mike Clarke) and co-ordinating activities by entities to publish articles summarizing their progress and contribution in key subspecialty and regional journals. The working group will develop a briefing document about key facts that entities can use in their articles. The editors of some key major journals have expressed a willingness to consider Cochrane-related publications, as have Wiley. We plan to approach other publishers.

7. Social history working group (Jini Hetherington and Nancy Owens, Co-Convenors)
Arising from the scoping exercise that Jini and Nancy conducted in 2011 with a grant from the Discretionary Fund, Alan Cassels has agreed to author the social history of The Cochrane Collaboration, and has produced an outline for the book that is being considered by Wiley.  

8. Video interviews working group (Jan Clarkson and Jini Hetherington, Co-Convenors)
Alan Cassels and Richard Davis conducted and filmed over 50 hours of interviews with key individuals during the Madrid Colloquium in October 2011, and will be undertaking further interviews in Oxford and Paris around the mid-year meetings. Richard has developed 17 scripts for short (2-3 minute) videos that could be posted throughout 2013 on the Collaboration website and YouTube. The quality and richness of this material was demonstrated in the video developed to celebrate Alessandro Liberati in January 2012 after his death.
Summary
We are making progress in all areas towards the 2013 Celebrations. There is considerable enthusiasm and engagement in the Task Force, with many creative ideas being generated. We need to secure adequate funding to support these activities if we are to maximize their impact.

Recommendations
None.
Budget implications
None, although see item (2) above.
