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Background

The PCG is the largest Cochrane Review Group with a current portfolio of around 600 reviews. In Issue 1, 2010, of The Cochrane Library we published 329 full reviews - just over half the number of titles we have identified. The PCG currently has around 90 drafts in the editorial process, i.e, draft protocols, reviews and updates that have been submitted for editorial approval for publication or republication. The PCG has been successful in securing funding from the UK Department of Health for a further five years from April 2010. However, the amount awarded is less than it was five years ago. Consequently, if the PCG are unable to secure funding from other sources, it will have to reduce the staff complement over the next five years to remain within budget. This would have major implications for the sustainability of the Group. Without additional funding the implications for the staffing of the editorial office is as follows: March 2010: 4.5 FTE; April 2010: 3.5 FTE; January 2013: 3 FTE; April 2014: 2 FTE. The PCG will therefore be unable to sustain its current workload, let alone manage the potential 50% increase over the next five years. Other groups also face serious financial challenges.
At the PCG Editors’ meeting in 2009, we considered various ways of bringing in additional core funds to the Group: applying for future UK NHS Cochrane Collaboration Programme Grant Schemes; responding to NIHR and HTA calls for proposals that fit the PCG’s remit; identifying other global funding initiatives; and top slicing of Collaboration download royalties.
Proposals and discussion

We recommend that a proportion of Wiley internet download royalties (pay per view) is given to the CRGs from which the reviews were published. This would provide CRGs with some additional funds, albeit a small amount, to help them support the work of their Group to produce high-quality reviews, while managing the increase in their portfolio of reviews. It would also provide the CRGs with an insight into their Group’s ‘hot’ topics, be an incentive for them to produce good quality reviews and help them prioritise topics of priority to users. 

We understand that it is unlikely that top slicing download royalties would bring in large sums of money. However, small amounts of money can make a difference to a CRG. They could assist CRGs fund the cost of their core staff attending local meetings, training sessions and colloquia as well as allow them to employ temporary staff or consultants for specific jobs, such as data entry, clerical work, statistical and consumer support.   
Summary of recommendations
That the CCSG accept the proposal contained in this paper.

Resource implications

This will reduce the Collaboration’s income from the publishers but will help in a small way towards sustaining CRGs who are struggling to carry out their core tasks on limited or no funds. The CCSG may wish to consider imposing a minimum amount of earned royalties in a year that are paid to a CRG; for example, only amounts of £1000 or greater will be paid.
Impact statement
Accepting this proposal may make a small difference to some CRGs. It would certainly help the PCG.   
Decision required of the Steering Group
The CCSG is asked to consider and give feedback on the contents of this paper.
