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Purpose
To remind members of the Collaboration that eligibility to stand for election to be a Co-Chair of the Steering Group has been widened beyond current membership to anyone who holds or has held a leadership position within the organisation. This is so as to optimize the quality of future candidates for these key posts within the Collaboration.

Urgency
High.

Access
Open. 

Background
At the Annual General Meeting in Singapore in October 2009, agreement was obtained from the members of the Collaboration (the entity representatives), by a show of hands, to widening the ‘pool’ from which to select a new Co-Chair of the Steering Group. 

The Secretariat is responsible for issuing the call for nominations for the position of Steering Group Co-Chair, and for presenting the names of nominated candidates, their summaries, and the statements of the (named) three proposers, to the Steering Group. Elections are held on the first day of Steering Group meetings at each annual Colloquium. In accordance with the Articles of Association of The Cochrane Collaboration, the Steering Group makes the selected person a member of the Steering Group and, at the Annual General Meeting during the same Colloquium, the Cochrane entities are asked to approve her/his membership. The term of office formally starts at the beginning of the following January (or three months after election, whichever is sooner).

Proposals and discussion
A message should go to all entities immediately after this meeting, explaining the new selection ‘pool’ and the fact that the timetable will be the same as for the other vacancies on the Steering Group:
27 April: 
Call for nominations. 
25 May: 
Deadline for nominations.
26 May: 
Link to online voting forms to be provided to entities.
10 June: 
Deadline for votes.
11 June: 
Announcement of elected candidate. 

Summary of recommendations
The Secretariat will be unable to administer the Co-Chair election until the Steering Group has defined who is now eligible for the position of Co-Chair.
 
Resource implications
None.

Impact statement
Although Lorne Becker is due to step down as Co-Chair in October 2010, he has volunteered to remain in this position until his replacement takes over in January 2011. This will give the incoming Co-Chair about two months in which to prepare to take on this responsibility. 

Decisions required of the Steering Group
1.
The Steering Group to define eligibility for position of Co-Chair.
2.
The Steering Group to designate a subset of its members to form the short-listing panel. 

