OPEN ACCESS


Report from the Umbrella Reviews Working Group 

to the Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group

for discussion at its meeting in October 2006 


	Approval requested for a two-year extension of the life of the Working Group, 

and modification to the group’s remit 




1. How many meetings, and of what type (e.g. face-to-face, by teleconference), has your Group had since October 2004?  


The Group has had one conference call since our last report, and we have a meeting scheduled at the Dublin Colloquium.

Is this what you expected when you set your budget for the year?

Yes.

2. Supply an up-to-date list of the members of your Group.

Lorne Becker (Chair), Jon Deeks, Paul Glasziou, Steff Lewis, Yoon Loke, Lara Maxwell, Andy Oxman, Deborah Pentesco-Gilbert, Rebecca Ryan, Peter Tugwell and Janet Wale.

3. Summarise any significant actions taken by your Group since your last report, and significant actions planned between now and the next meeting of the CCSG in Melbourne in October 2005.

In the past six months:

We have continued our process of outlining key issues in the format, process for production, and content of umbrella reviews. We have produced an initial draft of a chapter on umbrella reviews for the next edition of the Handbook, incorporating the key issues we have outlined in our series of e-mails and conference calls. Our draft chapter includes specifications for the text, figures and tables for umbrella reviews. We have also produced a spreadsheet that will allow umbrella review authors to perform indirect calculations for use in umbrella reviews (i.e. to produce comparisons of intervention A vs. intervention B, using data comparing intervention A with intervention C and intervention B with intervention C).

We have continued to work with the Child Health Field which is including umbrella reviews in the new journal ’Evidence-Based Child Health: A Cochrane Review Journal’. Lorne Becker serves on the EBCH editorial board. We have reviewed and commented on each of the umbrella reviews to be published in the journal. The process has been helpful to both EBCH and the Working Group.  

We have conducted a survey of CRGs and determined that there is significant interest in producing and editing umbrella reviews.
In collaboration with Monica Kjeldstrøm and Deborah Pentesco-Gilbert, we have worked out a method that would allow publication of umbrella reviews within CDSR, and linkages from umbrella reviews to the original Cochrane reviews on which they are based. The procedure we are proposing would require changes to Archie and to RevMan 5. Both the RAG and the IMSG have reviewed these proposed changes, and are supportive, provided that other programming will not be delayed by more than one month.

Our proposal for an umbrella reviews workshop at the Dublin Colloquium was accepted. We will use this workshop to present our ideas on umbrella reviews and to solicit broad-based feedback.  

During the next year:

· We will complete the requested chapter for the Handbook.

· We will continue to work with EBCH to advise them on their production of umbrella reviews and to learn from their efforts.

· We will incorporate feedback from our workshop and other sources into a revised set of specifications for umbrella reviews.

· We will identify CRGs who are interested and will work with them on producing and editing some pilot umbrella reviews. 

· Assuming that modifications can be made to RevMan 5 to incorporate umbrella reviews, we will participate in the beta testing of RevMan 5. 

4. Does your Group have any questions that you would like the Steering Group to answer?  If so, please list them.


No.

5. Does your Group wish to raise any problems, and recommended solutions, which you would like the Steering Group to discuss?  If so, please list them.

Our initial remit was to do the following:

a. Define what an umbrella review is and decide whether we need them. 

b. Decide the circumstances in which they should be created. 

c. Decide the place and format for publication. 

d. Produce guidance jointly with the Handbook Advisory Group.

These tasks are largely completed, but we feel that the working group should continue for a further two years in order to provide guidance as CRGs take on the task of producing umbrella reviews, with a modified remit that would include the following:

a. Identify CRGs interested in producing umbrella reviews.

b. Provide guidance to CRGs in producing umbrella reviews.

c. Continue to work with Wiley and the IMS on issues involving the publication of umbrella reviews in The Cochrane Library.

d. Revise the Handbook chapter based on additional experience with umbrella reviews. 
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