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Purpose of paper

1. 
To obtain CCSG support for an online survey of Cochrane authors in regard to their experiences in conducting Cochrane reviews.


2. 
To obtain consent to approach people within The Cochrane Collaboration who may be able to help with the development of the survey. 


3. 
To provide in principle support for a detailed funding submission to be made in the future.


Urgency
Medium.


Background

In my contacts with authors a number of concerns regarding the Cochrane review process have been expressed. It is possible that these issues may, over time, impact negatively on the number of people who want to prepare Cochrane reviews within The Cochrane Collaboration, and the likelihood of Cochrane authors updating their reviews. Given that recent estimates of the number of Cochrane authors exceeds 8000, even with a relatively low response rate of 30 per cent, this amounts to over 2,400 responses. It is therefore envisaged that questions will be of a closed-response format.


Proposals and discussion


Proposals:

1. 
That Cochrane authors are surveyed in regards to their experiences in conducting Cochrane reviews.


2. 
That resources and people within The Cochrane Collaboration can be approached to help in this process.


3. 
That in principle support is given to submit a funding application that will cover:

(i)
Costs to put the survey in The Cochrane Library and on cochrane.org;
 
(ii) 
Costs associated with making non-English language versions available.


Discussion:

1.
Is there support for this?

2.
What would be the best way to structure this process?

3.
Who within the Collaboration might be approached for support and advice?

4.
Should a small working party be formed?

5.
Should we make versions available in languages other than English and, if so, how?

6.
Where can I go to get ongoing advice as the process unfolds? 

Resource implications

I would hope to have the support of people within The Cochrane Collaboration who can help with developing a high-quality survey, facilitating the availability of the survey in The Cochrane Library and on cochrane.org, assistance with the availability of non-English language versions of the survey, and assistance in writing up the final review. I would submit a funding application to cover any costs to put the survey in The Cochrane Library and on cochrane.org, and associated with making non-English language versions available. I understand that data entry can be automated with the online forms, and I would do the data analysis.


Impact statement

A better understanding of the review process from the authors’ perspective should help us to identify how to improve the review process for authors, thereby improving our author retention rate and helping us to identify processes that can increase the quality and speed of review production. It is likely that issues identified from this questionnaire may be used to inform future strategic planning.


Decision required of the CCSG
Whether or not it gives its support to the proposals listed above.
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