OPEN ACCESS


Co-Chair position

From: 

Jini Hetherington
Sent: 

08 March 2007 16:56
To: 

ccsg@lists.cochrane.org
Subject: 
Co-Chair position

Dear members of the Steering Group -   

The Co-Chairmanship of the Steering Group will be on the agenda of your meeting in Amsterdam next month. As you will remember, Adrian took over from Steff Lewis at the 2006 Colloquium, until October 2007. Co-Chairs are permitted to stand for a second term, and Adrian has indicated that he is willing to put himself forward again for a further two years, i.e. until October 2009. This will ensure continuity in chairing the Steering Group, as Lorne is due to step down in October 2008, unless he is also willing at that time to be considered for a second two-year term. 

Adrian's willingness to stand again does not preclude other Steering Group members from doing so if they wish. This is therefore to ask Adrian and any other candidates to follow the procedure set out in the attachment to this e-mail. The deadline for e-mailing me any nominations, acceptances, and submission of responses to the six questions in the attachment is next Friday, 16th March. I apologise for the short timescale of this request.
With best wishes, Jini.
From: 

Lorne Becker 

Sent: 

09 March 2007 18:04

To: 

Jini Hetherington

Cc: 

'Grant, Adrian'

Subject: 
Nomination of Adrian Grant for Co-Chair

Dear Jini

I would like to formally nominate Adrian Grant for the position of Co-Chair of the Steering Group.  I have found it a great pleasure to work with Adrian during his brief tenure to date.  Our skills and interests are complementary in many ways, which has made it relatively easy for us to divide up responsibilities in a way that avoids duplication and keeps the workload manageable for both of us. Adrian has lots more to offer the Collaboration in the role of Co-Chair, and I am delighted that he is willing to stay on for an additional 2 years.    

Lorne A. Becker MD

Co-Chair, Cochrane Collaboration Steering Group

From: 

JanneyW [mailto:socrates@q-net.net.au] 
Sent: 

11 March 2007 18:36
To: 

Grant, Adrian; Jini Hetherington
Subject: 
Co-Chair position

I wish to second the nomination of Adrian Grant for the position of Co-Chair for a further two years. 
Janet Wale.
From: 

Grant, Adrian 
Sent: 

18 March 2007 09:36
To: 

Jini Hetherington
Subject: 
Co-Chair

Dear Jini 

I am writing to confirm that I accept nomination as Co-Chair of the Steering Group for a further two years. 

Best wishes, 
Adrian. 
Statement from ADRIAN GRANT

Standing for re-election as Co-Chair of the Steering Group – March 2007

	1.
How long have you been contributing to the work of The Cochrane Collaboration, and how did you first become involved?
In the 1980s and early 1990s, I was involved in the ‘perinatal’ pilot for what later became The Cochrane Collaboration. In 1995, needing systematic reviews to develop one of my research interests, I organised exploratory meetings, which subsequently led to the establishment of the Cochrane Incontinence Group in 1996; I have been the Group’s Co-ordinating Editor since then. In 2005, I was elected to the CCSG as a representative of the Co-ordinating Editors. In 2006, I became one of the CCSG Co-Chairs when Steff Lewis unexpectedly stood down in the middle of her term.



	2.
Have you helped to prepare or bring into practice a Cochrane Review?  If so, what was your involvement?
As Co-ordinating Editor, I have had a major input to all 50 reviews that have been prepared under the auspices of the Incontinence Group. By mapping out the key decision points in prevention and management, we have taken a systematic approach to delivering a suite of reviews that now covers all the main areas of our scope. I have experience of authoring Cochrane reviews published through other editorial offices (Colorectal Cancer, Renal, and Pregnancy and Childbirth Groups) so am aware of variations in procedures between groups. I have also acted as a peer reviewer for Cochrane reviews, both as a methodologist and as a consumer. (The latter experience taught me how frustrating a read a Cochrane review can be for a person affected by a particular condition!) I have undertaken a review using individual patient data, have recently been involved in a systematic review of diagnostic test accuracy, and have contributed to Cochrane Workshops.


	3.
What experience do you have of committee work (particularly at the policy-setting level) nationally, internationally, and within The Cochrane Collaboration?
I have extensive committee experience mainly at a national level.  I have been a committee member of the principal UK grant giving bodies in my field (MRC, Wellcome Trust, and NHS R&D).  I am vice-chair of the NIHR HTA Programme’s Commissioning Board and of the UK’s 2008 Research Assessment Exercise sub-panel on Health Services Research.  I have recently taken on the new post of director of a major UK funding initiative (£70M NIHR Programme Grants for Applied Research Programme).  In this capacity, I have chaired the main selection panel and five sub-panels.



	4.
What do you think would make you an effective Co-Chair?
I believe that I can become a more effective Co-Chair as a consequence of my experience over the last year. Through my membership of the CCSG and latterly as Co-Chair, I have been on a steep learning curve. I feel that I am only now beginning to really appreciate and understand the myriad of issues faced by the Collaboration. I now have experience of chairing a number of Executive meetings by teleconference; I have learnt a lot from this and believe that I have become more effective as a consequence. I have enjoyed working closely with Lorne Becker, and with Nick Royle, Jini Hetherington, Claire Allen and Diana Wyatt in the Secretariat, and my impression is that I have successfully established good working relationships with them all. 



	5.
What would you like to change about the Collaboration and/or the Steering Group, and why?
Over the last year, the CCSG has made important changes to the way it works aiming to ensure that it concentrates on issues of most strategic importance.  I would wish this emphasis to continue, while ensuring due diligence to its responsibilities and probity in the way it functions.  I do think that quality, relevance and accessibility of Cochrane reviews must be prioritised.  More specifically, I believe that attention needs to be paid to the current variability in editorial and other processes across entities. 



	6.
What would you wish to achieve as Co-Chair of the Steering Group?
The next two years will be eventful for the Collaboration – contract negotiations with Wiley; first Colloquium in Latin America; development of The Cochrane Library, etc. I want to help the Collaboration negotiate these successfully. More generally, I want to support the Collaboration to think strategically about its future, so that change is made proactively rather than as a response to unwanted external events. In the next year, I wish to maximise the value of the recent review of the CCSG. The Review of the whole Collaboration planned for the next 12 months will also be of great strategic importance. I see facilitating this and ensuring that the Collaboration responds to it will be key achievements of my time in office, if I were to be re-elected.
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