OPEN ACCESS


Invitation to host the 2009 Cochrane Colloquium 
in Singapore
	Host Cochrane Centre or Branch
	Singapore Branch of the Australasian Cochrane Centre

	Location (city, country)
	Singapore

	Date (month, year)
	4th to 8th October 2009** 

	Contact person
	Dr Edwin Chan (edwin@cteru.com.sg)


[**Post hoc note: dates for this Colloquium are now 11-14 October 2009.]

1. Style and format of Colloquium

Briefly describe the style or format of Colloquium you propose to organise. (Please refer to ‘A comparison of models for Cochrane Colloquia’ at http://www.cochrane.org/colloquia/cpag/
for guidance.)

	We propose to use the traditional colloquium model, duration of 5 days, targeting Cochrane contributors, newcomers (national & international) to promote the Collaboration’s work and the use of evidence in clinical practice. 



2. Benefits of hosting the Colloquium

Consider why you wish to host a Colloquium. How will hosting the Colloquium benefit Cochrane activities locally and/or regionally? What are the benefits to The Cochrane Collaboration of holding the Colloquium in this location? Do you have a particular theme in mind?

	We hope to organise the first Cochrane Colloquium in Asia and we believe Singapore is an ideal location to target international participants, especially participants from the Asian region. This would potentially enhance the awareness of The Cochrane Collaboration and its activities in Asia, thereby resulting in greater contribution by Asian healthcare workers and scientists to the activities of The Cochrane Collaboration.



3. Timing of Colloquium

Are there particular reasons for wanting to host the Colloquium in the year chosen? (If you propose to hold the Colloquium at a different time of year, i.e. not October, please explain why.)

	We are proposing a five-day Colloquium beginning on Sunday 4 October 2009 for entity meetings and special workshops, followed by four main days of plenary sessions, parallel sessions and workshops, ending on Thursday 8 October 2009. There will be a free afternoon for social events/tours on Tuesday 6 October.



4. Travel and transport

How good are transport links, particularly access to international airports for overseas delegates? 

	Singapore has excellent infrastructure and international air connections; therefore travel and transport will be smooth for delegates coming to the City.



5. Meeting and venue facilities

Depending on the size and format of the Colloquium, venues need to accommodate between 400 and 1000 delegates, and have facilities that allow for up to 20 concurrent meetings. Are there suitable venues available? 

	We have selected the centrally-located Suntec Convention Centre as the Colloquium venue. Suntec is a purpose-built convention centre and has excellent facilities to accommodate 800 to 1000 participants easily, with adequate breakout rooms and state-of-the-art equipment. We have been on a site visit and started negotiations with the Convention Centre staff over specific requirements.



6. Accommodation options

Is there a wide choice of accommodation (5-star hotels through to budget hostels) available within a reasonable distance of the Colloquium venue? Briefly describe the available options.
	Singapore has a wide choice of hotels (5-star to budget hotels); making arrangements with suitable hotels within a reasonable distance from the Colloquium venue will not be a problem.



7. Meeting costs

While registration fees cover a large amount of Colloquium costs, organisers will also need to raise additional funds (subject to sponsorship policies, see General Criteria for Cochrane Colloquia sponsorships). Briefly describe how you plan to meet Colloquium costs, e.g. do you have a financial commitment from your institution, funders, etc.?

	We have secured the committment of both public-sector healthcare clusters in Singapore (SingHealth & National Healthcare Group) to underwrite the costs of the Colloquium. The understanding of the clusters is that the Colloquium is run on a not-for-profit basis, without dependence on commercial sponsorship. The clusters do expect to at least break-even.

We are also in the process of applying for a Singapore Tourism Promotion Board grant to offset publicity costs before the event and operating expenses. The actual quantum will be on a per qualifying person basis, but we expect about USD 25,000. 
 

At this stage we do not anticipate a need for central Collaboration funding other than the normal carry-over from the previous Colloquium to support stipends.



8. Conference organisers

Have you identified a reputable professional conference organiser(s) to assist you?

	We have approached two PCOs both with a good track record of organising large medical meetings and are awaiting their quotations.  We have worked with their staff before and feel confident that either would do a good job.



9. Any other information…

Is there anything else you would like to mention in support of your proposal?

	No.
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